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BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE TOWN MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Held at Bradford on Avon Town Council Offices

St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon

On Wednesday 28th January 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

Present

Cllr Malcolm Hewson (arrived at 9.00 p.m.)

Cllr Janet Repton

Cllr Paul Skidmore

Cllr Vicky Landell Mills (Chairman)

Cllr Simon Fisher

Cllr Isabel Martindale

Cllr Gwen Allison

Mrs Val Baker (Clerk)

Also in Attendance

Mr Godfrey Marks (BOACAT)

Richard Craft (Chairman of Climate Friendly)

Mr Bill Riley (Footpath Co-ordinator) 

Mr Malcolm Walsh – (South Bradford on Avon Footpath adviser)

Sgt. Neil Berrett

Members of Public Present 

Mrs Ann Riley (attended later)

Louise Weissel (Cyclist enthusiast)

50
Apologies


Cllr Sheila Allen


Gerald Milward-Oliver – Economic Development Consultant

51 Minutes – It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes as a true and correct record. 

52 Declarations of Interest 

There were none.

53
Matters Arising 

i) Minute 44ii – Power Supply in Library Car Park. – It was noted that the power supply had been installed and in full use by the Market Traders. Cllr Skidmore expressed concern that the electricity power box was only locked by means of a single utility key.  It was RESOLVED that the clerk investigate the matter. 

ii) Minutes for 16th September 2008 – Positioning of zebra crossing - Item 37 – item 33 (iii) – To note that the crossing will be put in place as part of the S106 and will be permanent – by terms of the S106 this must only be put in place immediately prior to the first people taking up residence on the Kingston Mill site.

54
Members of the Public to Address the Committee

The meeting was adjourned and standing orders suspended to accept questions or comments from members of the public in accordance with Standing Order 70.

Malcolm Walsh addressed the committee on a suggestion of a scheme known as ‘Walkers are Welcome Town’.  This would involve short circular walks around Bradford on Avon which would fit in well with other similar activities within the town and with ‘Priority with People’ exercise. Members agreed this was a worthwhile project and endorsed their support. It was suggested that Malcolm Walsh liase with Richard Craft, TIC and the Country Park Warden.  It was recommended that Malcolm Walsh demonstrate local support from residents by way of a petition.  More information about ‘Walkers are Welcome’ can be accessed by www. walkersarewelcome.org.uk

55 Community Safety

i) Community Safety Partnership minutes dated 15/01/09 were noted. Sgt. Berrett, the new Constable for Bradford on Avon and rural district informed members that thankfully crime is not a major problem in Bradford.  His immediate concerns were targeting areas where there was evidence of excessive graffiti, namely on the new waste bins installed - Sgt. Berrett will monitor. Poulton was causing some concern but reassured members that PCSO’s were patrolling this area regularly.  

ii) Pubwatch – Cllr Skidmore reported that Michael Bowen had stood down as the Group’s representative and to date a replacement had not yet been found.  Sgt. Berrett was in the process of re-introducing Neighbourhood Watch schemes, of which there are 100 and he is co-ordinating with representatives in all areas.   

iii) Bluzs and Tuzs – The venue in Trowbridge has been closed down and a new venue is being sought. There had been a lack of support from Bradford on Avon Youth attending this activity which had been disappointing. 

56 Traffic and Transport Matters

(i)
Workshops -The Chairman read out the concluding report in respect of  ‘Taming of the Traffic’ workshop. Work was continuing well and the new leaflet ‘Priority for People’ summarised the four areas for action across the community area: 

· A safer community

· A historic core zone

· A connected community

· Longer-term issues and framework for addressing them.

It was noted that residents in New Road and Belcombe had still not received the ‘Priority for People’ leaflet. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk contact the Economic Development Consultant and to find out the reason for the delay.

(ii) Report from BOCAT – In conjunction with Community Area Transport Group Godfrey Marks was in the process of reactivating a network of people, in rural areas of Bradford on Avon and in the town by obtaining email addresses and by nominating one co-ordinator for each street or area of Bradford on Avon, this would enable him to co-ordinate ideas and views more efficiently.  Godfrey suggested that the Council should regularly consider the following matters:

· Saxon Garage roundabout

· Developments gained through 106 Agreement

Members agreed this was beneficial in keeping issues on these headings to the forefront.
(iii) Home Zones – Letter received from A Creedy in response to Request for Traffic Management Measures in Christchurch, Bradford on Avon – This was noted and agreed that it was a useful letter.  It’s contents set out a range of scoring criteria to determine impact that HGV’s have on both the route in question and the communities they pass through.  It was RESOLVED that a copy of the letter be sent to the Economic Development Consultant.

(iv) HGV’s on the Bridge – It was noted on the recent limited lifting of weight restrictions on the Town Bridge for the Kingston Mills works traffic.  Cllr Fisher raised the issue of a single pole with no sign attached, on the left-hand side after the Town Bridge. An 18ton weight restriction sign had been in situ but was now missing.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk speak to WCC to resolve this matter. 

(v) Strengthening of St Margaret’s Street Railway Bridge – It was noted that an email from David Weston (Bridge Manager) had explained that funds for this years work were not available, but would definitely progress next year.  Therefore the loss of parking places for this year would not be an issue.  As and when work begins, it was RESOLVED that the Clerk contact Result Marketing again about the inevitable loss of parking places while work is carried out. 

(vi) Cycling Network
(i) Letter from Richard Craft dated 15/12/08 was noted. Richard Craft gave a brief resumé of ideas for a cycle route using existing footpaths and quiet roads in Bradford on Avon. The route would be kept away from main roads whenever possible, which was challenging but he was confident that with careful consultation with Laura Gosling (Transport Strategy Team) a suitable route could be agreed.  It was RESOLVED that Richard Craft liase with the Economic Development Consultant to infiltrate this scheme into the Priority for People Scheme.  

(ii) Cycle Network Report from Laura Gosling (Senior Transport Planner WCC) was noted.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk write to Laura Gosling endorsing support from the Town Council on the Cycle Network, and it was RESOLVED that Cllr Martindale and Richard Craft  would work in consultation with Ms Gosling. 

57 Street Lighting and Furniture – 

Street Lighting requests – 

a) Light in Walkway leading up to swimming pool – It was noted the Clerk was chasing an answer from the owner of the Riverside for confirmation of agreement of the Wayleave.

b) Light Leading up from Scout Hut to the back of Regent Place – Members RESOLVED that the cost of installing and supply of light in this area was too excessive.
 

c) 
Hanging Baskets - It was noted that one quote from Amethyst Horticulture had been received and one verbal quote from English Landscape which amounted to last years quote plus 4%.  It was RESOLVED that delegated powers be granted to the Clerk in consultation with the Chairman to find a suitable supplier at a reasonable cost.  

58 Property Management

a) Tree Report for Beech tree and two Chestnut trees in Victory Field – A comprehensive report was received from Nigel de Barker B.A., N.D.Arb., F.Arbor.A., recommending that the Beech tree be felled within 3 months and the 2 Horse Chestnuts be crowned and lightly reduced within 2 months.  The estimate for the sum of £1920, work to the three trees exclusive of any necessary traffic lights.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk in consultation with Cllr Skidmore (in the absence of the Chairman) to arrange work with the tree felling. Ideas were then discussed by the committee on suitable celebrations to mark the felling of the Copper Beech. It was RESOLVED that the Chairman send ideas for the celebration to the Clerk, and in consultation with Cllr Fisher and Cllr Skidmore to organise events in the absence of the Chairman. 

b) Letter from WWDC dated 27 November ’08  -regarding Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Section (Dead and Dying or Dangerous)  - noted.

c) Application of 96 Licence request by Mr Vincent – Two work proposals were circulated to members indicating Mr Vincent’s intentions. 1. To maintain upkeep of area around the bench opposite the Avonfield Garden Centre and 2. To plant bedding plants beneath the new Town Sign, tastefully complimenting the sign in shades of blue.  It was RESOLVED  by the committee that Mr Vincent should maintain both areas.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk write to Helen Cade (Highways Management Technician WCC) to arrange for the application of the 96 licence and then to Mr Vincent to inform him of the decision. 

d) Recycling Bins at Bradford on Avon Station – Letter from Great Western was noted re securing of bins.  The Clerk informed the committee that since the publication of the Agenda all bins in this vicinity had been secured by Hills Waste.

e)  Grit Bins – Location of Grit bin in Mythern Meadows.  It was noted that a grit bin has now been installed by WCC adjacent to the Pump house and opposite No 22 Mythern Meadows.  The grit bin in The Old Batch still has to be agreed by the residents as to the location if still required.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk write to Mr Swinney to confirm this.


f) Waste Bins – Newly installed waste bins in Conigre and on the junction of Winsley Road and Huntingdon Street were noted.

59 

Pedestrian Safety
a) Kerbs

i) Dropped Kerb in Frome Road – Positioning of the kerb was noted.

ii)
Correspondence from Mr Newman regarding Road Safety Issues in Newtown 

was noted and it was RESOLVED that the Clerk chase a reply from Allan Creedy.

60
Footpaths
i) Public Rights of Way from St Margarets Hill to Upper Regents Place – Letter from Stephen Leonard noted.

ii) Parish Improvement Grants – Suggestions of projects were received from Mr Riley and Mr Walsh for applying for grants.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk make enquires with Paul Bradstock (Countryside Access Development Officer) as to their suitability for the grant. 

61
Parish Steward - 
i) Cllr Fisher again requested that the vegetation in Sladesbrook Close be cut back.  There was some confusion on the part of the Parish Steward on their last visit to action this.  Malcolm Walsh requested that overhanging vegetation at the far end of Tory be cut back from the footpath.  He further reported a dislodged double handrail that needed repairing located at beginning of the footpath in Tory (leading off from Conigre), it was RESOLVED that the Clerk contact Clarence to report this matter.


62
Correspondence for Consideration

      None

63
Reports
Mrs Riley reported that she was pleased with the installation of the bin in Conigre.

Cllr Martindale reported that English Landscape had cleaned the gutters in Trowbridge Road.  She also reported that the potholes in the roads and in the pavements in Bradford on Avon had become worse due to frosty weather.  It was AGREED that the Clerk write to Andy Cadwallader to arrange repair.

64
Date of next meeting 

The next Town Management Committee meeting is scheduled for 2nd June 2009. 

The meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.
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