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BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE TOWN MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

held at Bradford on Avon Town Council Offices

St Margaret's Hall, St Margaret's Street, Bradford on Avon BA15 1DE

on Tuesday, 20th June 2006 at 7.00 pm.


Present

Cllr Michael Bowen (Chairman) 

Mr Robin Clark (Chairman, Bradford on Avon & Community Area Transport Group)


Mrs Diane Holmes (Town Clerk)


Cllr Vicky Landell Mills


Cllr Paul O’Callaghan


Cllr Janet Repton


Cllr Philip Sutton


Mrs Diane Cox (clerk)


Also in Attendance

Mr Donald Hinde, New Road Residents’ Association and BOACAT


Mr Godfrey Marks, BOACAT


1
Apologies


Apologies had been received from Cllr David Bolwell and Cllr Fran Lewis.


2
Minutes
The minutes of the last meeting of the Highways and Transport Committee held on Friday, 10th 

March 2006, the minutes of the last meeting of the Property Management and Town Amenities 

Committee, held on Tuesday, 21st March 2006 and the minutes of the Town Management 

Committee meeting held on Tuesday, 9th May 2006 were agreed as a correct record.


4
Declarations of  Interest


The clerk declared an interest in Frome Road.

5
Election of Vice Chairman



The Chairman had hoped that Cllr Paul O’Callaghan would become Vice Chair of the Town Management Committee, but as he was moving from the area shortly, the Chairman had approached others on the matter.  He said that Cllr David Bolwell would like to consider becoming Vice Chairman when his new business settles.  It was RESOLVED to delay the appointment of Vice Chairman until the next Town Management meeting. Cllr Sutton commented that it was important that the watching brief should be divided up.


6
Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman welcomed Robin Clarke, Chairman of the Bradford on Avon Community Transport Group, and other members to the first meeting of the Town Management Committee.


7 
Terms of Reference of this Committee and Budget
The Terms of Reference and budget for the current year were outlined by the Chairman and he stressed one or two points, in particular the close liaison the Town Council would be having with BOACAT on transport matters.  In response to Cllr Repton’s question, the clerk said that Mr and Mrs Bill Riley had been invited to submit a report to the committee on footpaths and the Town Council would continue to consult them, as required.  The Town Clerk pointed out that the Town Management Committee had delegated powers and did not have to report back to Full Council for decisions within budget.

8       
Members of the Public to Address the Committee
In accordance with Standing Order 70 at the discretion of the Chairman, a member of the public who attends the meeting may be invited to address the committee on a specific matter under consideration at the meeting for two minutes and to answer any questions the committee may subsequently wish to put to the member of the public. 

Mr Donald Hinde, representing the New Road Residents’ Association and BOACAT and Mr Godfrey Marks, of BOACAT,  were given permission to speak on the relevant agenda items as they arose.

9 Community Safety 

i) Report from the Community Safety Group
The Chairman reported that the meeting planned for 14th June had been cancelled and he briefly read the minutes from the previous meeting, held on 10th April 2006.  The Chairman said that a full report would be presented at the next Town Management meeting.

ii) Wiltshire Police: National Project 

The introduction of Neighbourhood Policing into all areas of the county by 1st April 2008 was discussed and members were shown the map of the proposed Neighbourhood Boundaries that they had been asked to consider.  Cllr Hewson said he had taken up this issue with the County Council and that he considered the divisions indicated on the map to be “crazy”.  He felt that a “doughnut” , ie an inner and outer ring approach, should be adopted when considering boundaries for Bradford on Avon. Cllrs Sutton and O’Callaghan felt that it was too premature to make decisions on the map. Cllr Hewson pointed out that the police would be attending the meeting of the Community Planning Group on July 6th which would be helpful. It was RESOLVED that the Town Council should write in response to the consultation to suggest that Bradford on Avon’s boundaries would more logically be defined as a central inner ring (Bradford on Avon) and an outer ring (the rural areas surrounding the town).

10 i)
Report from BOACAT representative

Mr Robin Clark reported on a meeting of BOACAT held on 12th July. The group was now reducing, but was very much more focused.  The group was still developing in terms of spirit of engagement, clarifying for members of the public why they were there and why it was different from the Town Council’s Highways and Transport group.  He outlined the main topics:

1 B&NES policy for the A36 link

2 Road and rail transport issues and threats from the air

3 Public transport policy

4 Car pools, clubs and community transport

5 Recognition of including community concerns in the community transport plan, in the whole area and not just the town.

6 Discussing the Devizes Traffic Study, which is to go ahead

7 Obtaining community funding

8 Achieving a higher profile on the web

The three main actions were to raise the BOACAT 

· profile, 

· to work with others, in particular on housing developments and community safety

· to develop contact with other community areas. 

Mr Hinde said he wished to put three local items to the Town Council – pedestrian safety, the town bus service and safety of the streets in town, specifically New Road, where nothing had happened except an Air Quality study.  He hoped that such issues could still be highlighted by the new Town Management Committee.

Mr Godfrey Marks was concerned about the adverse effect on Bradford on Avon’s traffic of the proposed Business Park in Bradford Road, Trowbridge.  He said that the County Council’s Transport Statement had  totally ignored the impact of commercial traffic.  Cllr Hewson said he would ask Wiltshire County Council about the matter.  

Cllr Landell Mills enquired about the A36 link and suggested that the Chairman of BOACAT should talk to Cllr Peter Davis, Chairman of the Highways Committee of Batheaston Parish Council.  

ii)
Waterloo Service Campaign

Cllr Paul O’Callaghan reported on the status of the Waterloo rail service campaign. He had visited the Minister, with Dr Andrew Murrison, MP, and had also met with the Shadow Minister of Transport to urge them to include the service in the new franchise. No decision had been made then, but he had since learned that the service had not been included. Further, he was concerned that a number of additional services were going to be cut. Cllr Philip Sutton pointed out that the draft Regional Special Strategy for the South West had recently been published and he would pay particular attention to the rail aspect contained in the document.  There were perhaps two potential allies: the RDA and the Regional Assembly and it was RESOLVED that they should be asked to fight the cause.  Cllr Repton also pointed out that the West Wilts Users’ Group was proactive on the campaign.

iii)
Wiltshire Local Transport Plan 2006/7 – 2010/11

The summary of the Wiltshire LTP (previously circulated) was noted. The full document was available on the web and on a CD Rom available from the Town Council office. It was also noted that BOACAT would be looking at this.

iv)
Minute 54 from Highways & Transport Committee
Letter dated 23rd March 2006 from Alan Feist, WCC, indicating that it is too early to invest significant effort in speculating on the potential of “shared space” was discussed and Cllr Hewson said that it was right to watch how trials were going. Cllr Sutton said that, on the contrary,  there was no reason why the Town Council could not be a point of trial and be proactive in looking into the possibilities.  In response to a question from Cllr Landell Mills, the clerk indicated that Cllr Feilding had attended a conference on “shared space” and had also addressed BOACAT on the ideas “shared space” embraced.  The Chairman suggested that Mr Hamilton Baillie, a prominent proponent of the idea, should be invited to talk to a future Town Management meeting.  The Chairman commented that “shared space” could be considered at the station approach in conjunction with Trowbridge Road improvements and the Town Council could contribute under its pedestrian safety budget.  It was RESOLVED to reply to Wiltshire County Council stating that there was no reason why Bradford on Avon could not run a trial and suggesting the station approach could be a suitable location.  

v)
Minute 60 from Highways & Transport Committee
The email dated 21st March 2006 from Paul Brown, Mouchel Parkman, that funding was available in next year’s budget 2006/07 to progress with further work on the scheme for Trowbridge Road improvements, was discussed. Mr Clarke, from BOACAT, questioned how much these improvements were a good idea and how the County’s priorities were being set in the town. Cllr O’Callaghan explained that the Town Council had become involved because of the need to improve pedestrian safety at Station Approach and in parts of St Margaret’s Street.  In site discussions with the County Council about possible resolutions to the problem, he had been informed that a plan was in the pipeline to consult with the public about proposals to improve the whole of the area, including Trowbridge Road.  Since then, consultation with residents of Trowbridge Road and St Margaret’s Street had taken place and there had been a public meeting at St Margaret’s Hall.  The Town Council are awaiting the revised plans.

vi) Parking Arrangements, 21 St Margaret’s Street
Letter dated 21st April from Ms Wendy Brandon, Boncath, Pembs, requesting change in parking arrangements which had been forwarded to WCC was noted.



vii)
Withdrawal of Car Club Vehicle
The letter dated 3rd May 2006 from Mr Richard Drew, City Car Club, about the withdrawal of  the car club vehicle from the station car park at BoA was noted. 

vii) Community Area Highway Information
The report from Wiltshire County Council had been circulated previously and was noted.

11 Pedestrian Safety Matters

i)
Traffic Calming Measures, Frome Road


The letters from Lyn Baldock dated 4th April 2006 & David Thomas, WCC, dated 27th March 2006 were discussed and Cllr Malcolm Hewson offered to deal with them. 

The Town Clerk asked for clarification as to how to handle correspondence sent to the Town Council about matters that concerned either the District or County Councils. It was RESOLVED to acknowledge such letters and forward them, with a copy of our acknowledgement, to the appropriate council and just keep copies on file for members to see.

ii)
Request for 20mph restrictions Wine Street & Jones Hill

The letters dated 6th December 2005 from Alan Feist, WCC, re Jones Hill and 8th April 2006 from Sonny Masero, Wine Street, were discussed and the replies from Wiltshire County Council were noted.  Mr Missen’s letter would be passed on to Cllr Malcolm Hewson and, at Cllr Sutton’s suggestion, it was RESOLVED that the whole question of speed limits would be placed on the agenda for the next Town Management meeting.

iii)
Minute 62 from Highways & Transport Committee: Bradford Leigh Crossroads
The response from Paula Edwards, Principal Traffic Engineer, WCC, about Bradford Leigh Crossroads, indicating that a suitable remedial scheme will be developed this year and subsequent letter dated 30th May about proposed lower cost scheme were discussed.  It was RESOLVED to write to the County Council welcoming the proposal for an interim solution which would include enhancing the signing at the crossroads and providing high friction surfacing on the side road approaches to this junction.

iv)
Continued Closure of Well Path
It was noted that WCC is to continue to keep this path closed until 20th December, 2006, or on completion of the works.

12
Reports on Property& Maintenance Matters
i)
The letter dated 20th March 2006 from Mr J R Pike, Woolley Street, about illegal fly posting which had been forwarded to WDC noted.

iii) The copy of a letter to WWDC from Mrs G S Lunt,  dated 11th May about rubbish on town centre streets was noted.

iv) The copy of a letter to WWDC from Miss S K Wood, about rubbish, Newtown & Wine Street gutters was noted.


13
Street Lighting and Street Furniture
i)
Minute 28 (ii) from Property Management & Town Amenities Committee
A suitable location for a bench for Mrs Brookes, in memory of her husband, was discussed and the Chairman pointed out that it had been difficult to find a site in the centre of town. He had therefore spoken to Mrs Brookes, who had agreed to consider an alternative idea, possibly a planter, for the commemoration.  He would report back in due course.

ii) Handrail requests
It was noted that, following request from Mrs Franks for installation of a handrail on St Margaret’s footbridge, Wiltshire County Council had fitted an excellent one.  It was also noted that a request had been received from Sir Donald Maitland, dated 25th April,  on behalf of residents of Rosemary Walk for a handrail in Church Street.  Following replies from T L Jones, WCC, dated 18th May and Andy Cadwallader, WCC, dated 25th May 2006, the Town Clerk had sent a letter to Sir Donald asking for him to consult with residents in the area who would be affected by such an installation.  The Chairman said that the Town Council had received a number of complaints from residents in Church Street who were fiercely opposed to the proposals.  Their letters would be copied to the County Council once Sir Donald had reported back on his consultation.

iii)
Minute 31 from Property Management & Town Amenities Committee
The response dated 3rd April 2006 from Judy Dommett-Knight, of Ringway Parkman, advising that there is no capital funding for new or additional lighting improvements

was noted, with regret. 


14 
Footpaths

Minute 30 from Property Management & Town Amenities Committee
i) and ii)
Poulton Lane Footpath

It was agreed to write to the Secretary of State to request the Government Office to look into the delay in the Town Council’s application being determined.

iii) A report from Mr and Mrs W Riley, Advisors to the Town Management Committee dated 24th May 2006 was noted.


15 
Correspondence for note
1
The Bobby Van Newsletter (Spring/Summer 2006) was noted.

2 The letter dated 22nd May from Graeme Hay, Wiltshire Highways Partnership, about the retirement of Gordon Newman was noted.


16
Street Trading in West Wiltshire
The letter dated 6th June 2006 from West Wilts District Council, inviting Councillors to submit their views on a consultation document on street trading (by 31st August 2006) was discussed and the Chairman agreed to look at the document and report to Full Council.


17
Reports
The Town Clerk reported that the Town Management budget included the sum of £5,000 for pedestrian safety measures and £5,000 for street and floodlighting and to make best use of it – a focus for pedestrian safety may be a good idea.

Cllr Hewson reported that Wiltshire County Council had sent a brief to Ringway Parkman to design a roundabout in New Road, funded from  £35,000 which had been allocated from the new Woolley Street development as planning gain.  He suggested that the Town Council might earmark a small amount of money to improve pavements in that area at the same time.  Councillors expressed surprise that they had not been informed of proposals for a new roundabout at New Road and it was agreed that RESOLVED that the clerk would ask the County Council why there had not been any communication with the Town Council on the matter.

Cllr Repton reported that money was to be allocated from the Colour Developments/Keates Garage development for a gate on the Bath side of the railway to form a disabled access.

18 Late Correspondence

a) The copy letter dated 13th June from Kate Nicholls, Landscape Officer of the Preservation Trust, congratulating Leo Wirtz, the Country Park Ranger, on his excellent work was noted.

b) A letter from Peter Edwards, Mouchel Parkman, dated 12th June, about the street lighting structures audit had been forwarded to Alan Hinds, of the Chamber of Commerce.)

The meeting closed at 9.00 pm.
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