          

        MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE



   Held at the Town Council Offices, St. Margaret’s Hall,




St. Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon




      On Tuesday 7th February 2006

Present:

Cllr J Feilding (Chairman)

Cllr M Bowen

Cllr A Craddock

Cllr V Landell Mills

Cllr P Leach

Cllr J Repton

Mrs S Bartlett (Assistant Town Clerk)

Apologies: Cllr P O’Callaghan and Cllr P Sutton (Vice-Chairman) 

402. Minutes of the last meeting

RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the last meeting held on 17th January 2006 be signed as a correct record.

403. Declarations of interest 

The Chairman declared a personal interest in planning application number 06/FUL/231 at 10 Bath Road. All members declared an interest in the Town Council planning application at Victory Field, planning application number W/TCA/236.

404. Matters arising

(i) Minute number 381(i) Aluminium telephone mast between Druce’s House and Church House. Clerk advised that a reply from the Chief Executive of British Telecom had not been received yet. Mrs. Power had advised it would be appropriate to have the telephone wires underground.

(ii) Minute number 381 (ii) Possible replacement for white plastic bollard outside the Three Horseshoes. Clerk tabled a black plastic bollard from Broxap she had found with Cllr O’Callaghan. A copy of this bollard had been sent to Mr. Andy Cadwallader at WCC for his approval but no reply received yet.

405. Members of the Public to Address the Committee - none

406. Correspondence relating to planning applications to be considered at this meeting - none

407. Planning applications

RESOLVED: That the planning recommendations attached be forwarded to West Wiltshire District Council. Copies of the comments to be sent to Abbey Mill 06LBC/181, 10 Bath Road 06/FUL/231 and 246 Trowbridge Road 06/FUL/199.

408. Kingston Mills (standing item)

The Chairman reported that he had heard various rumours when the planning application will be lodged and that it was being held up due to highways issues.

RESOLVED: That a letter be sent to Mr George Batten of Wiltshire County Council, copy to Cllr Fleur de Rhe Phillipe, Portfolio Holder,  to ask the current position. Cllr Leach to talk to Mr. Gerald Milward Oliver about another Stakeholders meeting.

409. Public Realm Working Group (standing item)

Nothing to report.

410. Correspondence for Action

	
	          Details
	Summary
	Action

	1
	Various decisions letters from WWDC.
	
	RESOLVED: Noted.

	2
	EHTF Strategy Meeting to take place on 1st March 2005 in London. Cost free.
	
	RESOLVED: That the Chairman attends.

	3
	Item left off last Leisure Youth and Arts Committee 24.1.06 Email from Terri Welch dated 23.1.06– TIC Manager and Town Councillor from Melksham requesting support on new licensing regulations for entertainment and                                                                                                                   the implications for event organisers. 


	She is suggesting a joint application to the District Council to ask them to consider licensing open spaces and other areas, where activities take place.
	RESOLVED: That a letter of support be sent to Terri Welch.


411. Correspondence to note

	
	          Details
	Summary
	Action

	1
	Agenda for Bradford on Avon Historic Buildings Joint Committee on 24th January 2006.
	
	RESOLVED: Noted.

	2
	WWDC Planning Agenda 26th January 2006 Two Bradford applications:

(i) 05/2892FUL first and ground floor extensions to The Beeches, Leigh Road.

(ii) 05/2108/FUL reproofing of existing flat roof coverings at Bradford on Avon Swimming Pool.
	
	RESOLVED: Noted.

	3
	Letter dated 24th January 2006 from the Planning Inspectorate dismissing the appeal at 1 Hare Knapp for extension to existing house by building on top of existing flat roof.

Planning application number 05/1560/FUL.
	
	RESOLVED: Noted.

	4
	Letter dated 23rd January 2006 from 

Mrs. Caroline Power, Conservation Officer at WWDC regarding the Bradford on Avon 

Conservation Area Status.
	
	RESOLVED: Noted.

Copy to be sent to Kurt Paulus

	5
	Letter dated 26th January 2006 from Mr. Mark Goodwin, Landscape Officer at WWDC concerning felling dangerous Horse Chestnut tree within the rear garden at 7 Priory Park protected by a TPO but under a 5 day Notice of Tree Works to LPA for the removal of a single tree protected by a TPO. Letter for information only.
	This work has already been carried out and a replacement Beech tree will be planted.
	RESOLVED: Noted.

	6
	Mr Greg Clark’s (MP for Tunbridge Wells) article in Daily Telegraph on Saturday 28th January 2006 called “MP takes on ‘garden-grab’ developers cramming in mini-estates.”
	Chairman has already sent an email personally to support Mr. Clark. Copy to Dr. A. Murrison.
	RESOLVED: Noted.

Also that a letter be sent to Mr Clark from the Town Council supporting his campaign.

	7
	Email dated 30th January 2006 from Mr Steven Vallance, Enforcement Officer at WWDC concerning removing the shed and fence at 3 Piplar Ground. The shed and fence is due to be removed by the end of February 2006.
	
	RESOLVED: Noted.

	8
	Letter dated 27th January 2006 from 

Dr. Andrew Murrison MP regarding planning notices for developments of ten or more dwellings.
	
	RESOLVED: Noted.

Also that a reply be sent to Dr. Murrison with a copy to Mr. Mark Russell and Mr David Hubbard at WWDC.

	9
	Letter dated 30th January 2006 from Mr. Mark Goodwin, Landscape Officer at West Wiltshire District Council concerning 5 Day Notice of Tree Works to LPA for the removal of dangerous single cherry tree adjacent to Conigre Hill within the Conservation Area at 2 Conigre Hill.
	
	RESOLVED: Noted.

	10
	Agenda for WWDC’s Bradford on Avon Seminar on Thursday 9th February 2006 at 7p.m. in St. Margaret’s Hall. Notice of this meeting had been sent by email to encourage members to attend.
	On the agenda will be an item on ‘Respect Agenda’. This has implications for community areas, neighbourhoods and parishes
	RESOLVED: 

Cllr Landell Mills requested that the Health Project Groups leaflets and posters about the hospital plans be displayed for this meeting, as Cllr Repton will be reporting on this matter.

	11
	Email dated 1st February 2006 Mr. Mark Goodwin, Tree & Landscape Officer at District Council regarding the complaints and decisions on the tall trees at Belcombe Court.
	
	RESOLVED: Noted.

	12
	Letter dated February 2006 from Chris Winter EHTF enclosing their Members’ Directory 2006.
	
	RESOLVED: Noted.

	13
	Letter dated 3rd February 2006 from 

Mr. Gareth Bennett, Team Leader, Waste Planning Policy at WCC acknowledging receipt of Town Council submission regarding the consultation on the Wiltshire and Swindon Waste Development Document: Issues and Options Document on the Core Strategy and Development Control Policies.
	Officer response will be sent on  your comments and to inform you of your individual representation reference number.
	RESOLVED: Noted.


412. Reports

(i) Cllr Leach reported that the Inter Faith Conference will take place on Sunday 12th February 2006 from 3pm to 6pm. Councillors welcome to attend.

(ii) Cllr Craddock reported that there was a house at Sladesbrook in a bad state of repair. The Chairman said he would discuss the matter with the Town Clerk and decide appropriate action.

(iii)  
Cllr Landell Mills advised that there were some benches with slats missing in the town centre. The Clerk advised that the company who supplied the oak benches had gone into liquidation after twenty years in business. The Town Clerk was waiting for another quote to arrive from the third contractor. 

(iv) Cllr Landell Mills reported that she had read in the Financial Times a report from the Audit Commission that local councils will be outsourcing much more work on the planning side. She said the article also encouraged developers to have pre application discussions to sort out any potential problems at an earlier stage.

(v) Cllr Repton reported that the District Council should be congratulated on the       

pollarding work to trees in the library car park. Clerk to send letter of congratulations to Mark Goodwin.   

(vi) The Chairman reported that the shop next to Quire had been painted pink. Clerk to ask  WWDC whether planning permission was required.

(vii) Chairman reported that he and Colin Johns had met the new Heritage Officer at WWDC  

               on 20th January 2006. His name is Mr. Russell Brown.        

The meeting closed at  8.45p.m. 
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