    BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE

Held at the Town Council Offices, St. Margaret’s Hall, 

St. Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon

on Tuesday 23rd August 2005

Present:
Cllr D Bolwell

Cllr J Feilding (Chairman)

Cllr V Landell Mills

Cllr P Leach

Cllr P O’Callaghan

Cllr J Repton

Cllr P Sutton 

Mrs Diane Holmes (Town Clerk)

Apologies: Cllr M Bowen and Cllr M Hewson

292.  Minutes of the last meeting
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the last meeting held on 9th August 2005 be signed as a correct record. 

293. Matters Arising 

Minute 289/7

Chairman’s attendance at EHTF conference

It was noted that the application form had not yet been submitted but would be actioned shortly

Minute 291 

Hospital Closure at Short Notice

The Chairman read out a letter from The Clerk dated 12th August  to Carole Clarke, the Chief Executive of West Wiltshire PCT querying the lack of forward planning resulting in the closure at short notice and the reply from Ms Clarke advising that staff moves are likely to be a constant feature in future.

There was some discussion and it was agreed that the matter would be discussed in more depth at Full Council when comments could be fed back on options offered as a result of a series of health assemblies, which were currently taking place.

294. Declarations of interest – The Chairman declared  a prejudicial interest in planning application W/FUL/2005/1749 The Manor House , 2 Whiteheads  Lane being his own application, All other members and The Clerk declared a personal interest  or prejudicial interest in the same application and it was agreed that no comment would be made on this application.

Cllr Leach declared a personal interest as a resident of Frome Road in application W/FUL/2005/1664, The Former Depot, Old Coal Wharf, Frome Road.

295. Members of the Public to Address the Committee

Mrs Maundrell, Mr Rawstron, Mrs Steel and Mr Tees addressed the Planning Committee about planning application W/FUL/2005/1664, The Former Depot, Old Coal Wharf, Frome Road expressing concerns about the height of the building, likely reduction in light, additional noise, traffic and parking problems and the design and appearance.

296 Correspondence relating to planning applications to be considered at this meeting

The following letters were considered:

	1
	Letter dated 16th August 2005 from Mr & Mrs  J Box 31 Spencers Orchard
	Ref 05/015664 Old Coal Wharf, Frome Road
	Issues regarding proposed use of render, height, and increased traffic

	2
	Letter dated 22nd August 2005 from Mrs H Harford
	Ref 05/015664 Old Coal Wharf, Frome Road
	Too close to pavement and concern about over development

	3
	Letter dated 17th August 2005 from Sir Charles Hobhouse, Chairman of St Katherine’s Almshouses
	Ref 05/015664 Old Coal Wharf, Frome Road
	Issues regarding the height, proximity to the boundary, noise, parking and appearance

	4
	Letter received 22nd August from Bradford on Avon Preservation Trust
	Ref 05/015664 Old Coal Wharf, Frome Road
	Issues regarding loss of employment space, inappropriate materials, scale overbearing position close to the almshouses and canal and effect on the Conservation Area.

	5
	Letter received 23rd August
	Ref 05/015664 Old Coal Wharf, Frome Road
	Too modern and tall for Bradford on Avon and access in and out of the development is difficult.


297. Planning Applications

RESOLVED: That the planning recommendations attached be forwarded to WWDC.

It was further agreed that in connection with application W/FUL/2005/1641, the Lock Inn cottage, a letter would be sent to the applicant stating that whilst there was no objection to the change of use improvements to the condition of the tent would be welcome. Cllr Sutton asked for his vote against this application to be recorded.

298. Kingston Mills (standing item)

The Chairman reported that an email had been received from the architect, Edward Nash asking for a meeting with the council  to explain minor changes to the plans but also to co-ordinate the approach with regard to the Footbridge and community use of the Vaults. 

It was RESOLVED to arrange  a meeting ideally for Wednesday 31st August at 5.30 pm but this would be separate to any stakeholder meeting.

299. Public Realm Working Group (standing item)

It was RESOLVED:

To arrange the next meeting on Friday 9th September at 9.30am when The Chairman, and Cllrs: Bolwell, Bowen, Landell Mills, Repton and Sutton would be involved.

300.
Past & Future Awards
A list of potential candidates had been circulated with the agenda for the last meeting but unfortunately due to members’ holidays, it had proved impossible to view the properties. 

RESOLVED:

To view the properties after the Public Realm Working Group meeting on Friday 9th September.

301.
Correspondence for Action 
	
	          Details
	Summary
	Action

	1
	Various decisions letters from WWDC
	
	RESOLVED to note

	2
	Wiltshire County Council dated 11th August regarding consultation on the Sustainability Appraisal for the Wiltshire and Swindon Minerals Local Development Documents 
	Report copies available on  www.wiltshire.gov.uk/environment/planning 

Comments by Monday 19th September 2005
	RESOLVED  to note

	3
	Letter from Paul Weiland dated 16th August
	Reply to our letter dated 10th August. Mr Weiland would be happy for the Town Council to mediate between his neighbours and himself regarding the high hedges
	RESOLVED to ask Mr Weiland for a few available dates before mid October

	4
	Email from Chris Winter, EHTF dated 11th August 2005
	EHTF is working with Pegasus Planning Group to research the impact of urban extension on historic towns and would like to know if we have an example to be included in the study.
	RESOLVED to reply suggesting the Kingston Mills site but also add that the Town Council would be interested in discussing how historic towns can expand their economy without damage.


302 Correspondence to note

	
	          Details
	Summary
	Action

	1
	Letter dated 12th August from Mr Ricky Head 13 Avon Close re application 05/00957 13 Avon Close (considered by the Planning Committee on 19/07/05
	Confirmation of reasons for requiring extension and ownership of neighbouring houses and agreement of neighbours
	RESOLVED to write to WWDC and withdraw our objections and send a copy to Mr Head

	2
	Cotswold Conservation Board
	Annual Review 2004-05 and details of the Sustainable Development Fund
	RESOLVED to pass these details to the Riverside Working Group for possible grant aid


	3
	Letter from Wiltshire County Council dated 19th August 2005
	Retention of single mobile classroom The permission given under delegated powers is for five years. The land will be restored to its former condition after the unit is removed
	RESOLVED to note


303.
Reports

The Chairman reported that it been had brought to his attention that although the appeal by applicants for the fence at 3 Woolley Terrace  (Appeal Ref APP/F3925/A/04/1142300 ) had been dismissed, the fence was still there. It was agreed that a letter be sent to Ann Poulden, the Enforcement Officer at WWDC.

The Chairman reported that another practical day at Barton Farm Country Park had been arranged for 10th September by Leo Wirtz and a bat walk was to take place on 24th August..

The Clerk reported that she intended to apply for an  ‘Awards for All’ Grant for the Octagonal Garden mosaic.

Cllr Sutton reported that he had looked at the final Planning Obligations Circular from the ODPM and that there were not many changes. He read out the main points to note.

The Chairman reported that he had been querying the pollarding of the trees at Christ Church, which had not been done alternately, and the Bull Pit which had been pollarded too frequently. It was agreed that a letter of complaint be sent to the relevant portfolio holder at Wiltshire County Council and copied to Cllr Hewson and Jane Cole.

The meeting closed at 9.30p.m.


DisRef./Year/App.No
Revision
Applicant
Location


W/FUL/2005/1641
1 of 1
Mr & Mrs Barrow
Lock Inn Cottage, 48 Frome Road, Bradford on Avon


8 Trowle


Received
08/08/2005


Type
   1
Full Permission
Trowbridge
Grid Reference


Code
 9
Minor retail
BA14
:


Description
Use of moored canal barge for eating area, retention of 3 summerhouses and marquee for same use (retrospective


application)


Parish recommendation:- Permit on 23/08/2005
The Town Council has no objections but regrets this retrospective planning application        


DisRef./Year/App.No
Revision
Applicant
Location


W/FUL/2005/1649
1 of 1
Mr & Mrs Roberts
2 Hobhouse Close, Bradford on Avon


2 Hobhouse Close


Received
08/08/2005


Type
   1
Full Permission
Bradford on Avon
Grid Reference


Code
13
Householder
BA15 1UR
:


Description
Extension to dwelling


Parish recommendation:- Refuse on 23/08/2005
The Town Council recommends refusal on the following grounds:- 

1. Overdevelopment of the site with a far too bulky extension, which completely changes the nature of the present house and is not harmonious with its neighbours.  

2. This application is destructive of the street scene. 

3. This application damages the open plan nature of the area. 

4. This application would result in the loss of  a garage                                        


DisRef./Year/App.No
Revision
Applicant
Location


W/FUL/2005/1664
1 of 1
Wela Invest (UK) Ltd
Old Coal Wharf (Former Depot), Frome Road


1-2 Queens Parade Place


Received
08/08/2005


Type
   1
Full Permission
Bath
Grid Reference


Code
 7
Minor offices
BA1 2NN
:


Description
Demolition of existing office and warehouse, construction of 2/3 storey offices, studios, workshops and 4 three storey


houses


Parish recommendation:- Refuse on 23/08/2005
The Town Council recommends refusal of this application on the grounds that: 

1. The site should not be considered for any use other than employment and specifically light industrial  and the proposal is contrary to Policy E.5  

2. By virtue of its design, appearance and choice of materials it will adversely affect the character of the Conservation Area contrary to policy C.18 

3. The proposal constitutes overdevelopment of the site. It is too high, too massive,changes the views of the almshouses,threatens the amenity of the almshouse residents and overwhelms the canal tow path. 

4. There is not sufficient parking for the number of proposed offices and dwellings 

5. The entrance into Frome Road is already dangerous and will become more so with the proposed use as the site is In close proximity to a school, an important tourist area with a bicycle shop and hire centre,  cafe, public house, restaurant and canal wharf.  

6. The tall buildings so close to the road will produce a canyon effect and change the nature of the area 

7. The proposal  does not enhance and maintain the character and environment of the canal and is contrary to policy KA.7                         


DisRef./Year/App.No
Revision
Applicant
Location


W/FUL/2005/1669
1 of 1
Summit Chairs Ltd
Unit 19, Treenwood Industrial Estate, BoA


Treenwood Industrial Estate


Received
08/08/2005
Rowden Lane


Type
   1
Full Permission
Bradford on Avon
Grid Reference


Code
 7
Minor offices
BA15
:


Description
Office extension and internal alterations


Parish recommendation:- Permit on 23/08/2005
The Town Council has no objections and welcomes the expansion of business which this application implies                                              


DisRef./Year/App.No
Revision
Applicant
Location


W/FUL/2005/1722
1 of 1
Mr & Mrs Groves
15 Piplar Ground, Bradford on Avon


15 Piplar Ground


Received
15/08/2005


Type
   1
Full Permission
Bradford on Avon
Grid Reference


Code
13
Householder
BA15 1XF
:


Description
Edwardian conservatory to rear of property, 3700 wide x 4100 deep


Parish recommendation:- Permit on 23/08/2005
No objection                                      


DisRef./Year/App.No
Revision
Applicant
Location


W/FUL/2005/1749
1 of 1
Mr J Feilding
Manor House, 2 Whiteheads Lane, Bradford on Avon


Manor House


Received
15/08/2005
2 Whiteheads Lane


Type
   1
Full Permission
Bradford on Avon
Grid Reference


Code
13
Householder
BA15 1JU
:


Description
Installation of a proprietary fountain and half column with construction of a decorative wall/window feature on the boundary. The Town Council planning committee was unable to consider this application due to all members and the clerk declaring either personal or prejudicial interests                                         


DisRef./Year/App.No
Revision
Applicant
Location


W/TCA/2005/1645
1 of 1
Mr & Mrs Seekings
Abbey House, 15 Church Street, Bradford on Avon


Horton House


Received
08/08/2005
15 Church Street


Type
  12
Tree Preservation
Bradford on Avon
Grid Reference


Code
13
Householder
BA15 1LN
:


Description
Removal of branches of silver maple tree


Parish recommendation:- Permit on 23/08/2005
The Town Council has no objection but suggests that the tree should also be crown reduced.
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