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MINUTES OF THE LEISURE YOUTH & ARTS COMMITTEE




      Held at Town Council Offices, St. Margaret’s Hall,





St. Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon

                On Tuesday 7th October 2008 

Present:

Cllr L Coggan

Cllr A Craddock

Cllr S Fisher

Cllr P Leach (Chairman)

Cllr V Landell Mills

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Mrs SH Bartlett (Asst Town Clerk) 

Apologies: Cllrs Allen and Cathy Knight

Youth Council

Mr Chris Blount new Youth Council representative

Members of the Public

Mr Martin Sandford and Mrs Caroline Nash from Bradford on Avon Youth Football Club.

22. Minutes

The minutes of the last meeting, which took place on 8th July 2008, were signed as a true record.

23. Declarations of interest - none
24. Matters arising 

(i) Minute number 6. Cally Smart explained the Big Green Bus idea founded by Bridgit Strawbridge – Cllr Landell Mills asked if Cally Smart had lodged a grant application form. She was advised that if Ms Smart submitted a grant form it would be considered by the Finance and General Purposes Committee with a Section 137 grant. The Chairman reported that the green bus had visited Fitzmaurice School last weekend.

25. Members of the Public to Address the Committee
(i) Martin Sandford and Caroline Nash outlined their proposal to rent two fields from the farmer for football use on a 25-year lease. Martin explained that pre-application discussions had taken place with West Wiltshire District Council from March this year. They were seeking the support of the Town Council for the idea. Martin explained that the changing rooms would be built by the Manu Medication Centre on Bath Road. The Chairman explained that this committee could not make a decision but could recommend support of this idea to the Trustees of Bearfield Playing Field at a future meeting to be arranged. The Chairman advised that under the terms of the trust no changing facilities would be allowed to be built on the playing field land. He said that Green Belt policy may be against the changing rooms in Bath Road. The Town Clerk advised that a legal opinion would have to be sought to assess if any proposed use of the field conflicted with other members of the public, dog walkers etc.

26. Victory Field and Bradford on Avon Sports Association - Boasa (standing item)

(i) No report submitted by the Treasurer.

(ii) Matters of concern and current state of the pavilion – The Town Clerk reported that the picnic bench had been vandalised and the wire blocking entry to the next building on the side boundary of the basketball had also been vandalised.

(iii) Weekly field checks – these were being carried out by Mrs Val Baker, the Administration Assistant.

(iv) It was noted that the elephant springer had been repaired. 

(v) The new footpath works by the children’s play area had now been completed. The Town Clerk explained that some compacted lime dust had been washed away with the inclement weather on the new path. It was RESOLVED to leave the muddy area and to see how well the grass seeds grew there.

(vi) The Clerk tabled a picture of a Makita leaf sucker at a cost of £175.00 including VAT for use in the children’s play area.

RESOLVED: Cllr Landell Mills proposed, Cllr Bolwell seconded, and with all in favour to purchase a Makita leaf sucker at a cost of £175.00. With regards to the employment issue of employing a cleaner, either by Bradford on Avon Sports Association or the Town Council. This matter to be RESOLVED by delegated powers to the Town Clerk in consultation with the Chairman and report back to the next meeting. Also RESOLVED Gutters on the pavilion to be cleared of leaves.

(vii) Copper Beech tree – Cllr Landell Mills, Chairman of the Town Management Committee reported that the West Wiltshire District Council had inadvertently carried out a tree survey of all the trees in Victory Field belonging to the Town Council. The Copper Beech tree situated along Pound Lane entrance was diseased. The Town Council’s Tree Surgeon, Mr Phil Goldsmith had advised the Town Clerk that a water flow test could be carried out on the tree to ascertain how healthy a specimen. It was agreed that the tree should be retained if possible without causing any safety risk. (Town Management Committee holds the Tree Management budget for Victory Field)  

27. Community Planning – Cultural and Arts Co-Ordinator
(i) It was reported that no Cultural Planning meetings had taken place. The Clerk reported that Piers Bizony was no longer the Cultural representative. The Clerk had been advised by David Gregory that they had no representative at the moment.

(ii) The Arts Co-Ordinator September 2008 work record was noted. 

28. Bradford on Avon Town Arts Festival – 12-21st September 2008

The Chairman reported that the festival committee had done a brilliant job with this year’s festival, which was well attended and an excellent community spirit in the town. After some discussion it was 

RESOLVED: To ask the Festival Chairman for a report on this year’s festival and their ideas for next year. It was also agreed that a member of the Council should attend festival meetings if further grants to be given. The Town Clerk reported that the Festival AGM was planned for 20th November 2008 in St. Margaret’s Hall. 

29. Arts & Festival Grants 2007/08 (standing item)

(i) Cllr Fisher proposed, Cllr Coggan seconded and with all in favour to pay £50.00 to sponsor a film at the Bradford on Avon Film Society. The film to be sponsored will be ‘Shadow of a Doubt’ on the 17th October 2008.

(ii) Cllr Landell Mills proposed, Cllr Coggan seconded, and with all in favour to pay £250.00 to Bradford on Avon Choral Society.

(iii) Cllr Bolwell proposed, Cllr Landell Mills seconded, and with all in favour to award Julia Warin’s Arts Café, £45.00 to celebrate a year of the venture.

(iv) The Chairman proposed, Cllr Coggan seconded, and with 3 votes in favour, 2 votes against and 1 abstention to award Bath Philharmonia £250.00.

(v) The request from the Arts Café for £1200.00 for a second-hand DVD projector was refused, as it did not meet the criteria for awarding a grant. 

30. Budget 2009/10

The items were discussed. It was

RESOLVED: 

        (i)        To increase the Youth Council budget to £5,000.00. 

       (ii)        To increase the West Wilts Show budget for the show in 2009.

      (iii)        To delete netball posts

(iii) To add £1,000.00 to the Vaults.

(iv) To delete landscaping Victory Field Paths

31. Youth Council

(i) Chris Blount introduced himself and reported that the Youth Council was now back up and running. He expected a large influx of people to join within the month and that there was a large youth agreement to take projects forward. He thanked the Chairman for his assistance in championing the bike track which had got past the design stage after considerable problems with West Wiltshire District Council. He explained that Jonathan Kay was the current Chairman. Mr Blount asked for use of the Town Council meeting room on Monday 20th October 2008 from 1700 to 2000 hours. Clerk to advise Mr Blount availability. 

The Chairman reported on the various health and safety issues and insurance standards regarding the bike track to be built on District Council land at Poulton next to the skateboard park. He said that District Council had requested that the area be fenced off. Also that the Town Council be responsible for any liability resulting from the bike track. The Chairman said that a formal planning application would have to be lodged on the land.

RESOLVED: The Chairman proposed that the Leisure Youth and Arts Committee support the idea of a bike ramp and the Town Council accept liability for the running of it and recommend this to Full Council for further discussion on the managing and running costs, with all members in favour this resolution was carried.

The Town Clerk reported that the Youth Council should attend a Full Council meeting with running costs and details of how the bike track was managed from another Town Council, she thought Keynsham had a bike track. 

(ii) That an email dated 18th July 2008 from Sionbainn Chaplin re CAYPIG, this is a Community Area Young Peoples Issues Group be noted.

(iii) It was noted that letters had been exchanged with the Youth Development Service regarding Wiltshire Young People’s Opportunity Fund by Bradford on Avon Youth Council concerning the cinema project and the bike project. It was noted that excess funds may have to be returned if requested, as they were unspent.

32. The Vaults

It was noted that the next meeting will take place on 16th October 2008 at 2.30p.m.

33. Bradford Blooms 2008
(i) It was noted that 27 entries had been received. Also that the presentation took place on Sunday 7th September 2008 and Cllr Fisher presented the trophies and certificates. The Clerk arranged for a photograph in the local press.

(ii) The Clerk requested that as the competition next year was at the same time as the West Wilts Show to have Bradford Blooms bi-annually. This request was refused as members thought the competition would lose momentum. Cllr Landell Mills agreed to help deliver leaflets next year.

34. West Wilts Show 2009 – Thursday 26th, Friday 27th and Saturday 28th July
(i) The minutes from the first West Wilts Show Working Group which took place on 20th August 2008 were noted.

(ii) It was noted that the next meeting was scheduled for Monday 20th October 2008 at 11am and that Piers Bizony had been invited to help with the theme of ‘astronomy’.

35. Nexus Freeride from SMP – Equipment installed at Poulton
The Clerk reported that this equipment had now been installed by West Wiltshire District Council.

36. Correspondence

(i) Copies of the Rural Arts Wiltshire programme were distributed to members.

(ii) The Fitzmaurice Primary School Newsletters dated 24th July and 11th September 2008 were noted.

(iii) Cllr Landell Mills took copies of the Norden Link dated June, August and September 2008.

(iv) An email dated 12th August 2008 from Mr Kurt Paulus, Chair of the Woolley Festival enclosing a report on this year’s street party and draft accounts were noted. The Chairman thought it was the best street party yet, with no trouble and a wonderful community event.

37. Reports – none

The meeting closed at 9p.m.
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