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MINUTES OF THE LEISURE YOUTH AND ARTS COMMITTEE

held at St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon,

on Tuesday 9th January 2007




Present:     Cllr D Bolwell

     Cllr A Craddock

     Cllr V Landell Mills

     Cllr M Sandford (Chairman) 





     Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Mrs SH Bartlett (Assistant Town Clerk)

Mr N Turner (Youth Council)

Apologies: 
Cllr Bowen, Cllr J Feilding, Cllr P Leach and Cllr P. Sutton 


and Mrs C Knight.

55. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the last meeting held on 18th October 2006 were signed as a correct record.

56. Declarations of interest 

1. Mrs Holmes declared a prejudicial interest in the grant application for the Bradford on Avon Town Arts Festival Committee, as she was a member and she left the room whilst the application was discussed.

57. Matters arising – all listed on the agenda

58. Members of the public to address the committee 
1. Tennis Workshops – Ruth Greening addressed the committee concerning underprivileged children as they have experience of bidding for projects and working with them. She was seeking the support of the Town Council to prepare financial bids and not asking for money and also use of the courts on a regular basis free of charge. Members felt that no decision could be made yet as West Wiltshire District Council owned the courts at the moment.

Ruth also addressed the committee on the end court nearest the town being used as multi use for netball purposes and the problems they envisaged if this were to happen. Email dated 12th December 2006 refers.

2. Mr Piers Bizony from Cultural Community Planning to address the committee concerning appointment of an Arts Co-Ordinator in Bradford on Avon. He was seeking match funding for this post from Community Planning. The resolution for this matter was Community Planning Minute number 60.

3. Mrs Isobel Martindale addressed the Committee on the proposed use of one of the tennis courts to have multi use for netball. She explained that events would be supervised and that no damage will occur to the tennis nets and posts. The use of an end stopper cap would ensure that the netwire does not have to be removed from the winder mechanism. No problem with access. The netball posts would be removed and kept elsewhere each time. The surface of the courts would have to be respected by all users of the courts and muddy trainers would not be brought to the courts by the netball players.

59. Bradford on Avon Sports Association
(i) Report by Treasurer – The Clerk read out a report from Mrs Knight. 

Balance on 18th October 2006  £3617.00

Balance as at 9th January 2007 £3364.00

Expected expenditure for cleaning, verti-draining, laurels, public liability insurance and honorarium before the end of March. Mrs Knight advised that they had chased Mr Hobbs to submit his invoice for servicing the roller last year and the Clerk advised that it had not arrived.

(ii) Weekly field checks – Mrs Ford had arranged for a new reinforced door to be erected on the small shed due to various acts of vandalism.

(iii) The next Sports Association meeting had been arranged for Wednesday 17th January 2007. Cllr Landell Mills asked that the proposed cricket tournament due to take place on the 17th June 2007 in aid of a Sri Lanka charity be mentioned at that meeting. 

(iv) Proposed fence at basketball court, Victory Field. Clerk to advise that Mr Hunt and Mr Winrow had met concerning the fence. Mr Winrow still had to take photograph of the site and prepare papers and drawings for the planning application in the conservation area. No news from Mr Pettitt to advise whether he wished to contribute.

60. Community Planning – Cultural 
(i) The last meeting took place on 14th December 2006.

(ii) It was noted that the new Chairman was Mr Piers Bizony who had replaced Mrs Penny England.

RESOLVED: Noted.

(iii) The position of an Arts Co-Ordinator for Bradford on Avon was explained by Piers Bizony. He explained that this post fitted in well with the Buzz report and Community Planning aspirations. He hoped that the Arts Co-Ordinator would bring more tourists to Bradford and that would increase the takings of the local shops. He said that this was an ambitious measurable outcome. He thought that the person should be employed on a month on month rolling contract with the post running for a year. An honorarium to be paid to the Arts Co-Ordinator of £5,000 to £6.000 With regards to accountability he thought that the Cultural Group and the Town Council should monitor the work of an Arts Co-Ordinator. He was also seeking match funding from Community Planning to part fund the honorarium and that meeting will take place on 15th January 2007.

RESOLVED: To recommend to Full Council to allocate £3,000 provided: 

· That a suitable job description was in place. 

· Town Council to help with the interview process 

· Measures agreed and in place before the person was in post on how the job was to be assessed.

61. Bradford on Avon Town Arts Festival 

The minutes from 2nd, 15th November, 2nd December 2006 and 4th January 2007were noted. Minutes from the meeting, which took place on 4th January 2007 have been forwarded to Councillors. The next meeting will take place on 26th January 2007. The Town Clerk advised that she was now the Treasurer for this organisation and that they are starting to set the programme together for this year’s festival.

62. Arts & Festival Grants 2006/07 (Standing item)

To consider any Arts/Festival Grant applications under Section 145 of the Local Government Act 1972 which empowers a local Council to provide entertainment and support the arts including festivals and celebrations. 

RESOLVED: To award: £750.00 to the Bradford on Avon Arts Festival. Balance left £400.00

To await the grant application from the Arts Workshops to be determined at Full Council on the 27th March 2007.

63. Current Projects 

1. Culver Close Tennis Courts

(i) Letter dated 24th November 2006 from Mr John Follows, Property and Estates Services Manager at WWDC to advise that it was not possible to take over the courts on a freehold basis because the whole area is land locked. A long lease would be more favourable.

RESOLVED: To recommend to Full Council that a long lease would be acceptable. The Town Council to negotiate with WWDC to include provision for WWDC to pay the legal fees and refurbish the pavilion. Also for a meeting to be arranged on 26th February 2007 at 4.00p.m. to consider further implications of the transfer and make a recommendation to Full council on 27th February 2007.

(ii)
Letter dated 15th October 2006 from Mr P J Hallet of Flat 1, Culver House, 11 Frome Road concerning banners on the tennis courts. He thought the banners should not be allowed because it gave the wrong impression for visitors as they approach the town.

RESOLVED: That a reply be sent advising that the Committee had mixed views but to advise that West Wiltshire District Council were the current owners of the tennis courts.

(ii) Email dated 12th December 2006 from Ruth Greening and Dawn Riley objecting to the proposed netball lines on one of the tennis courts.

RESOLVED: This matter was discussed at minute number 58.

(iii) Letter received 14th November 2006 from Mr John Seekings enclosing information on Downswood Lawn Tennis Club in Epsom Downs for consideration.

RESOLVED: Information to be noted.
2. Barton Farm Play Area (joint project with WWDC) – This play equipment has been installed. A minor fault had developed with the installation but WWDC had arranged for the installer to come back to rectify the problem. 

Mr Dave Brooks also reported on play areas in Bradford on Avon and long-term financial needs for replacing various pieces of equipment and the need for provision of disabled toilets at Poulton.
RESOLVED: To note that the play equipment at Barton Farm was erected and well used. To keep the details of Mr Brooks email dated 6th December 2006 on file in case it was needed for any WWDC Play Area Grant applications.
64. Minna Gillham Sports Award (standing item)

(i) The Town Clerk reported that the chipped trophy had been replaced at a cost of £40. She said this will be kept in a glass cabinet in reception.

(ii) Cllr Craddock suggested that form be sent to local organisations with a small number of questions and colourful sporty pictures for nominations with a s.a.e.

RESOLVED: That forms be sent out in May 07 with stamped addressed envelopes.

65. Young People, Youth Club/Service and Youth Council

(i) Minutes from 15th November 2006.

RESOLVED: Noted.

Nic explained that the meeting to be held on the 15th December 2006 was not quorate.

(ii) Nic Turner to report latest situation that bids had been submitted to the Wiltshire Young Peoples Opportunities Fund for new bike ramps and six cinema evenings in St Margaret’s Hall. No decision had been received yet.

RESOLVED: Noted.

(iii) The Chairman explained that he had attended with Nic the Venture Scouts meeting last night as part of democracy week.

RESOLVED: Noted.

66. Vaults Working Group (standing item) 

Option Appraisal. Item discussed at Full Council on 19th December 2006. Cllr Landell Mills explained that a further presentation from the two groups will take place once planning permission had been granted. Cllr Landell Mills agreed to find out if the Tourist Information were fully committed with their organisation, the Preservation Trust and the Museum.

RESOLVED: To recommend to Full Council to carry forward the budgeted £7,500 as earmarked reserves.

67. Bradford Blooms 2006 and hanging baskets (standing item)

(i) To consider the quote dated 12th December 2006 from English Landscapes for 2007 hanging baskets. Cost £5,814.35 + VAT. To supply plant and maintain 2 half round barrels £173.81 + VAT. If at any time any of the brackets need replacing they will inform us as soon as possible.

RESOLVED: To accept the quote from English Landscapes if no other alternative quotes can be found including watering. 

(ii) Letter dated 20th October 2006 from Mr Peter Edwards granting permission for 2006 hanging baskets. Form SL3 to be filled in to request that hanging baskets be erected June 2007 together with a copy of current public liability insurance.
RESOLVED: Clerk to fill in the form SL3 
68. West Wilts Show 2007
It was noted that the next Working Group meeting will take place tomorrow at 0930 hours. The Town Clerk explained that twenty packs had been sent out and three replies received.

69. Correspondence 

(i) Bradford on Avon Community Play Newsletter 3/November 2006.
RESOLVED: Noted. 
(ii) November and December Nordenlink 2006. 
RESOLVED: Noted.
(iii) 1st Bradford on Avon Scout Group November Scoutabout, which mentions that Tony Moth and the Youth Council members attended the Town Gathering on 13th October 2006. Also that David Cheshire won the Minna Gillham Sports Award.
RESOLVED: Noted. 
(iv) Letter dated 6th November 2006 from Ms Simone Matthews, Sports and Leisure Development Worker at Trowbridge Town Council regarding Opportunities for Young People. She is offering an opportunity to share in the ‘Rock n Road’, which is a 6 metre mobile climbing tower. It can be assembled in 15 minutes and can be successfully used for shows, events, street fayres, and school education and to give young people the opportunity to participate in an alternative sport. Cost per town £5,000 plus maintenance.

RESOLVED: Noted and a reply be sent advising that the Town Council did not wish to participate.

(v) Fitzmaurice Primary School  - September, November and two December Newsletters.

RESOLVED: Noted. 

(vi) Wiltshire Music Centre Spring/Summer 2007 concert programme.
RESOLVED: Noted. 

(vii) Bradford on Avon & District French Twinning Association January 2007 Newsletter.

RESOLVED: Noted. 

70. Reports 
(i) The Town Clerk reported that she had spoken to Mr John Feane who advised that the Maltese footballers will be in Bradford on Avon from the 9th to the 16th July 2007. The Town Council to arrange some hospitality.

(ii) The Chairman reported that Milly needed uncovering. Clerk to arrange this.

The meeting closed at 9.00p.m. 
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