MINUTES OF THE LEISURE YOUTH AND ARTS COMMITTEE

held at St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon,

on Tuesday 19th April 2005




Present:     Cllr. M. Sandford (Chairman)





     Cllr. M. Bowen,





     Cllr. A. Craddock





     Cllr. V. Landell Mills,





     Cllr. P. Leach





     Mrs. S.H. Bartlett (Assistant Town Clerk)

Apologies: Cllr. D. Bolwell and Mrs. C. Knight (advisor).

56. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the last meeting held on 11th January 2005 were signed as a correct record.

57. Matters arising – none all listed on agenda.

58. Declarations of interest – none

59. Members of the Public to Address the Committee – none

60. West Wiltshire District council’s Recreational Needs Assessment

This was discussed in full and answers collated. 

RESOLVED: To send the completed questionnaire and letter of explanation.

61. Bradford on Avon Sports Association
(i) The clerk read out a report from Mrs. Knight. She enclosed an Income and Expenditure Account for the year ending 31st March 2005 for the Town Clerk. She explained that the balance was £1084.24 with topsoil yet to be purchased, the price of which may be more than the current balance.  Mr. Knight will fill in the area by the wall to the canal as soon as he has some topsoil. He is also concerned about the wall by the footpath to the canal, as it is owned by British Waterways, could they cut back all the over hanging shrubs?

RESOLVED: The Chairman and Clerk to inspect the overgrown area and consult with Bradford on Avon Sports Association and, if appropriate, write to British Waterways for the area to be cut back.

(ii) Matters of concern and current state of the pavilion

The Chairman reported that the pavilion was in a good condition. The Clerk reported that 

Mrs. Cox had no outstanding issues resulting from the weekly field checks. The Town Clerk reported that another broken window had recently been repaired. The Chairman asked whether the builder when painting the outside of the pavilion would replace the mesh to stop leaves entering the guttering and the Town Clerk advised that it would be replaced. She also reported that the bulging wall at the gate (by large shed) in Pound Lane will be inspected by the builder.

(iii) Sports Association AGM to be held on Thursday 21st April 2005 at the pavilion.

RESOLVED: Clerk to ask if Cllr Bolwell wished to attend.

(iv) WWDC workman requested that a bin should be sited near the new bench (in memory of Bob Allen) by the small shed in Victory Field at the top of Pound Lane.

RESOLVED:  The Chairman and Clerk to consult with Bradford on Avon Sports Association and report back to the next meeting.

62. Youth Council

RESOLVED: Cllr. Leach reported that he was still investigating this matter and would bring a formulised idea of how to achieve having a Youth Council to the next meeting.

63. Youth Centre

The Chairman reported that he had visited the Youth Centre and saw the young people’s contribution on the vaults. 

Cllr. Bowen asked if Ms Dawn Frogatt was to continue being employed in Bradford on Avon. 

RESOLVED: The Town Clerk agreed to look into this matter. 

64. Arts and Festival Grants

Applications received under Section 145 of the Local Government Act 1972, which empowers a local council to provide entertainment and support the arts including festivals and celebrations.

RESOLVED: To award:-

1. £500 to Woolley Festival Limited Street Party on 16th July 2005.

2. £150 to Opera Piccola to participate in Norden’s 750th anniversary.

3. £500 to Lions Clubs to assist with the costs of arranging the Lions Art Exhibition.

65. Current Projects

(i) After studying the grant offered by Living Spaces and studying the accountable body paperwork, also Anna Hislam’s letters dated 22nd March and 5th April 2005, it was 

RESOLVED: To pay the grant of £8,710 to Southville Gardens Tenants and Residents Association.

(ii) Bradford and Winsley Community Sports Association

The Clerk explained that Bradford and Winsley Community Sports Association (BAWCSA) is the official charity and have received 17 acres of land at the Rugby Club Site at Winsley.

RESOLVED:  To agree to pay BAWCSA £2,500 as a contribution towards the artificial cricket pitch, jogging track and disabled access to pitch areas.

(iii) Cllr. Minna Gillham award for Young Sports Person of the Year to be presented at the Town Gathering.

This award should be for a person 18 or under.

RESOLVED: The Chairman to write criteria for this award and the Clerk to report to the next meeting her suggestions as an appropriate award.  

(iv) Vaults

Cllr Landell Mills reported from a recent presentation evening, which was well attended.

She tabled the plans by Jenny Riddle of the Artsmill Project, which relied on the approval of the Town Council and on attaining the upper floor of the vault building. Cllr. Landell Mills reported that either the Town Council or Development Trust would have to act as a superior landlord should the business not succeed but some issues still needed to be resolved.

Cllr. Landell Mills tabled plans from Mervyn Harris of the Museum Society and David Moss of the Preservation Trust with Roman plaster from the Roman bath by St. Laurence School. It was intended for the Museum Society and the Tourist Information Centre to have joint use of the vaults.

Cllr. Landell Mills tabled plans from the Film Society and these were discussed. The plans showed mixed use including a Beatles Kavern type feel with entertainment space, a bar, possibly Tourist Information Centre and part Museum display area. The space would be very flexible and could be used by all local groups.

Cllr. Landell Mills reported that Alan Hinds was keen for people to be seen working together to satisfy as many objectives as possible.  

Cllr. Landell Mills reported that a Project Development Officer would need to be appointed and there may well be a role for the Development Trust. These matters to be discussed at the next Full Council meeting.

66. Outstanding projects for 2005/6

(i) The Clerk reported that the service development bid lodged by Mr. Trevor Savage, Leisure Services Officer at West Wiltshire District Council had been unsuccessful despite her addressing the WWDC’s Cabinet on 9th February 2005. Press coverage appeared in the Bath Chronicle on Monday 14th February 2005 with the Clerk and Cllr Repton.

RESOLVED: Noted and the Chief Executive of WWDC advised the Clerk to await the outcome of the Recreational Needs Survey and he would see if there were any spare monies left.

(ii) Basketball pitch Victory Field – kickboard around the perimeter
RESOLVED:  To accept the quote from Mr. Hunt dated 12th April 2005 in the amount of £2,980.00 for a 27” treated timber kickboard to go around the basketball court. To consult with Bradford on Avon Sports Association to obtain their approval before ordering the work.

67. Correspondence

(i) Letter dated 25th January 2005 from Mr. Peter Hodkinson and Dr. Deborah Judge of Barton House, Pound Lane concerning problems associated with the useage of Victory Field playing field by football players.

RESOLVED:  Chairman to follow up.

(ii) WWDC’s monthly inspection reports on Victory Field play area for January, February and March 2005 - no faults found.

RESOLVED:  Noted. 

(iii) Email dated 27th March 2005 from Cllr Jeff Osborn concerning dangerous motor bikes on Victory Field on 23rd March 2005 at 5.30p.m.

RESOLVED:  Chairman and Clerk to report this matter to the Sports Association.

(iv) Minutes dated 26th January 2005 from Towns Arts Festival Group. (Draft timetable attached)

RESOLVED: Noted. 

(v) April 2005 Community arts training in Wiltshire for non-arts groups.

RESOLVED: Noted.

(vi) Letter dated 22nd March 2005 from Mr. Robert Tuer of 46 Frome Road concerning the overgrown canal towpath adjacent to the basket ball court.

RESOLVED:  Chairman and Clerk to inspect the area on 21st April 2005 and consult with the Sports Association and, if appropriate, report the matter to British Waterways.

(vii) Wicksteed Leisure letter dated April 2005 enclosing brochure.

RESOLVED: Noted. 

68. Reports 

(i) Cllr Landell Mills reported that the Sri Lankian link will be launched Sunday 24th April with a Tsunami table top sale, members to attend if available.

Date of next meeting Tuesday 2nd August 2005 

The meeting closed at 10.10p.m.
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