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MINUTES OF THE LEISURE YOUTH AND ARTS COMMITTEE

held at St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon,

on Wednesday 18th October 2006




Present:     Cllr M Bowen

     Cllr A Craddock

     Cllr P Leach

     Cllr M Sandford (Chairman) 





     Cllr J Feilding





     Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Mrs SH Bartlett (Assistant Town Clerk)

Mrs C Knight (Advisor)

Mr N Turner (work experience with Town Council)

Apologies: 
Cllr. V. Landell Mills, Cllr P. Sutton and Mrs. P. England.

The Chairman welcomed Nic Turner to the Leisure Youth and Arts Committee meeting.

40. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the last meeting held on 17th July 2006 were signed as a correct record.

41. Declarations of interest – none

42. Members of the public to address the committee – none

43. Bradford on Avon Sports Association
(i) Report by Treasurer – Mrs C Knight

Current balance 

Income 

Grant from Town Council 

£7,700

Cricket/Football fees
             £1,647

Total 
£9,347

Outgoings

£6,231

Surplus from last year 

   £501

Balance 



£3,617

Mrs Knight reported that the line marker had been replaced because the old one had rusted away after twenty years use.  She reported that the laurels by the basketball court needed cutting back by the groundsman. She asked whether the conifers at the entrance to Pound Lane and the neighbouring house should be cut back. The Town Clerk advised that planning permission would be needed in the conservation area and the opinion of the tree surgeon would be sought before any consultation with the neighbour. The Clerk agreed to investigate ownership. Mrs Knight reported that the field would benefit from verti draining again.

(ii) Employment cards received 9th October 2006 for Katie and Simon Sandford.

The Chairman explained that he was pleased that these cards had arrived and Katie and Simon could now work in an official capacity.

(iii) Current state of the pavilion

The Town Clerk reported that she had recently visited the pavilion and thought it looked in a brilliant state. She thought the inside of the pavilion should be painted again next year as it had been three years since it was last painted inside.

(iv) The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) Report on Victory Field and Bearfield. The reports had been circulated and the Town Clerk explained that at Victory Field amongst other things a trip hazard on the edge of the pavings was found by RoSPA. The Town Clerk had arranged for a local contractor to add extra turf to this area. Minor barbs on the fence in the play area were being made safe. The Town Clerk reported that she had consulted the Council’s insurance company but had not received a reply yet to obtain their advice regarding barbed wire fencing, as it was an issue at Bearfield.

(v) Weekly Field Checks

The Clerk reported no problems at the moment.

(vi) Sports Association Minutes from 14th September 2006.

RESOLVED: Noted.

(vii) New higher fence on the edge of the basketball court

RESOLVED: To accept Mr Hunt’s quote to extend the fencing at the basketball court in the sum of £980 + VAT. Clerk to ask owner of adjoining property if he wished to contribute towards the project.

(viii) WWDC’s site inspection reports of Victory Field play areas for July August and September 2006 – no faults found.

RESOLVED: That the reports be noted.

44. West Wilts Show 26th to 28th July 2007
(i) First meeting took place 1st August 2006. Second meeting took place 7th September 2006. Third meeting took place on 11th October 2006.

RESOLVED: Noted.

(ii) The Town Clerk and Cllr Bowen attended the business breakfast to launch the show.

RESOLVED: Noted.

(iii) Cllr Bowen, the Chairman of the Working Group for West Wilts Show explained the aspirations for the 2007 show to have a theme of ‘bee in Bradford’. He advised that he would be talking to local engineering companies to see if they wished to attend. The Town Clerk reported that Mrs Ritka Carr was currently seeking a quote to have a large view of the towns hillside of buildings and the town bridge printed on pvc and hung in the marquee. Cllr Bowen proposed the following resolutions and Cllr Leach seconded, all members were in favour to recommend to Full Council to:

(a) Order the 15x20m marquee and a 3m chinese hat entrance with matting in each and one set of lockable double doors and two flapped fire exits, including damage waiver from Danco at a cost of £3,664.46 + VAT.

(b) To increase the Leisure Youth and Arts Budget for West Wilts Show to £9,000 (Town Council had previously agreed to contribute £2,000 to the organisers of the show)

From the Leisure Youth and Arts Budget for West Wilts Show RESOLVED:
(c) To order 100 West Wilts Show folders at a cost of £148.00 incorporating the bee logo on the top left corner.

45. Community Planning – Cultural

The Clerk reported that Penny England had resigned from this committee and was awaiting a successor. She had agreed to stay on till December. The Clerk reported that the last meeting that was arranged only two people attended so they were not quorate. The Clerk was advised by Penny that Phil Morgan from WCC was helping with trying to fund a Cultural Co-Ordinator. The Town Clerk reported that she had just found out that the Wiltshire Forum of Community Area Partnerships was the committee to attend to try and obtain funding for any community plan project but there was only a limited amount of money available for the whole of Wiltshire. She advised that Cllr Bowen is our representative on this committee but unfortunately he was not aware of the latest meeting due to technical problems with his email.

RESOLVED: That a letter of thanks be sent to Mrs. Penny England for all her hard work in the setting up of the Cultural part of the Community Plan and to thank her for her contribution to date. 

46. Bradford on Avon Town Arts Festival

(i) Three letters of appreciation from Mary Anne Childs, Peter and Wendy Burke and the owner of 34 St. Margaret’s Street. These letters have been copied to the Festival Committee.

RESOLVED: Noted.

(ii) Minutes from 10th and 24th August 2006.

RESOLVED: Noted.

The Town Clerk reported that a very full programme of events was available this year. The wash-up meeting was to be held tomorrow night. She was expecting a report of a profit to be put towards the next festival. 

47. Arts & Festival Grants

To consider any Arts/Festival Grant applications under Section 145 of the Local Government Act 1972 which empowers a local Council to provide entertainment and support the arts including festivals and celebrations. To consider Recreation Grant under Section 19 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976. To provide a wide range of recreational facilities.

RESOLVED: To award:

£300 to the Cloth Road Arts Week April 2007 and to request that the Bradford on Avon logo be added to the back of the brochure.

48. Current projects
(i) Culver Close Tennis Courts – It was noted that building work was progressing on the site.

RESOLVED: Clerk to request again that Mr. Richard Rogers includes a netball court on the end tennis court nearest the town for multi-use. Town Clerk to ask John Fellows for transfer would be sought of the tennis courts to the Town Council to be on a freehold basis from April 2007. No dowry. 

(ii) Barton Farm Play Area (joint project with WWDC) – The Clerk advised that the new play equipment had been installed. An invoice for £7,000 was expected from WWDC. Mr. Dave Brooks had sent an email to the Town Council on the 16th October thanking the Town Council for their contribution advising that without our help the project would not have gone ahead.

49. Minna Gillham Sports Award (standing item)

(i) 2006/07 winner David Cheshire – Noted that David was presented his certificate and football trophy by the Vice-Chairman of the Council at the Town Gathering on the 13th October 2006.

(ii) Noted the Town Clerk’s emergency action in relation to the glass trophy, which was returned damaged. The Town Clerk advised that the new replacement will now stay in the trophy cupboard along with a plaque to show the list of winners.

50. Young people/Youth Club/Service and Youth Council
(i) Meetings took place on July 26th and 6th September 2006. Nic explained that a good selection of votes came forward from young people from the street party open day. The most popular ideas to come forward were a cinema, a gym and extra buses to the villages. Nic explained that he had more meetings to attend to find out how to write the bid forms for the Wiltshire Youth Opportunities Project. He explained that Dawn Frogatt the Youth Leader will be carrying out more consultation with younger children to find out their views. The next meeting of the Youth Council will take place in the Town Council offices on 1st November at 5.30p.m. Nic is also a member of the school council.

(ii) The Town Clerk advised that the room charges for the 6th September Youth Council meeting will be recharged at cultural rate and taken from the Town Council Youth Council budget.

RESOLVED: Clerk to write and inform the Youth Council the costs involved so that they are aware of the situation.

(iii) W.C.C.s notice board in Westbury Gardens for the Youth Centre - 

The Town Clerk reported that the notice board is in a very dilapidated state and hoped that this would be an item for consideration on the next Youth Council agenda.

(iv) Bike Ramps at The Strips – A meeting took place this afternoon with officers from the District Council. Cllr Leach reported that he had attended together with the Town Clerk and Nic. The District Council advised that The Strips was an unsuitable place to have a bike ramp due to being too close to public footpaths and health and safety issues. District would prefer a BMX bike track and Cllr Leach explained that a mud ramp would have a multi use. The area the back of Poulton in the bottom half of the field towards the canal may be a suitable possibility. Richard Rogers to report back in two weeks to say whether it was a suitable possibility and who owned the land. It was Cllr Leach’s view that the land was owned by Wiltshire County Council. Cllr Leach had explained at the meeting that this was not a woodland setting to give shade in the summer and shelter from the rain.

51. Vaults Working Group (standing item)

The Town Clerk reported that the TIC/Heritage Museum Group were meeting tonight to discuss the vaults. 

RESOLVED: That a decision be deferred to the next meeting to take place on the 9th January 2007.

52. Bradford Blooms 2006 and hanging baskets (standing item)

(i) The Clerk reported that the presentation took place on Sunday 3rd September 2006. The Deputy Mayor gave out the trophies and certificates assisted by the Vice-Chairman of the Council.

RESOLVED: Noted.

(ii) A letter dated 25th July 2006 has been received from Mr and Mrs F. Banks, which said that they are happy with the hanging baskets this year.

RESOLVED: Noted. 

(iii) Letter dated 14th July 2006 from Ms Judy Dommett-Knight of Mouchel Parkman requesting a list of locations for hanging baskets on street lights and street furniture. Reply sent 27th July enclosing list and advising that risk assessment had been carried out.

RESOLVED: Clerk to write and ask Ms. Dommett-Knight if it would be possible to hang baskets next year.

(iv) 2007 Competition

RESOLVED: That the date for the domestic judging to be 12thJuly 2007. Business judging 13th July 2007. Presentation 2nd September 2007.

53.  Correspondence
(i) Letter dated 25th August 2006 from Mr Mark Russell regarding Leisure & Recreation Development Plan Document (DPD): Preferred Options. He advises that the Town Council’s views will be put to WWDC Full Council on 8th November 2006. Following submission, there will be a final formal 6 week period of consultation during November and December 2006. He will send another letter in November to notify the Council of the consultation period.
RESOLVED: Noted.
(ii) September and October Nordenlink 2006. 
RESOLVED: Noted. 
(iii) Bradford on Avon Community Play Newsletter 2nd October 2006.
RESOLVED: Noted. 
54. Reports 

(i) The Town Clerk suggested that a representative be invited to attend Leisure Youth and Arts Committee meetings from the Youth Council. Clerk to write and ask the Youth Council if they wished to send a representative.

(ii) Cllr Bowen reported that he had attended a meeting of the Wiltshire Economic Partnership in Swindon on the 22nd September 2006 concerning the 2012 Olympics. He advised the Chairman that he had three speakers available to talk to the Town Council about the 2012 Olympics. He left a folder in the Town Council offices for members to read about this.

The meeting closed at 8.32p.m. 
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