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MINUTES OF THE LEISURE YOUTH AND ARTS COMMITTEE

held at St. Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon,

on Tuesday 10th August 2004




Present:     Cllr. M. Sandford (Chairman)





     Cllr. M. Bowen, Cllr. A. Craddock,  





     Cllr. V. Landell Mills, Cllr. P. Leach*





     Mrs. D. Holmes (Town Clerk)

Mrs. S.H. Bartlett (Assistant Town Clerk)

* left at 8.40p.m.

Apologies: None

13. Minutes of the last meeting

The minutes of the last meeting held on 18th May 2004 were signed as a correct record.

14. Matters arising – none, all listed on the agenda.

15. Declarations of interest

The Chairman declared a personal interest in the item16 at Bearfield Field.

16. Members of the public to address the Committee – none

17. Tour of property 20th July 2004 

(i) Youth Centre

The Town Clerk read out a proposed letter, agreed at Full Council to Cllr. William Snow, Portfolio Holder, Education and Youth Development at Wiltshire County Council and the contents were agreed. A long discussion ensued regarding difficulties in recruiting youth workers and other issues. It was agreed that as soon as the new Youth Development Worker Ms Jane Felton had arrived to ask her to engage with Fitzmaurice Primary School to investigate joined up use of the gym both Wiltshire County Council properties.

(ii) 
Sladesbrook Park and allotments (Llewellen PalmerTrust)

The Town Clerk reported that the new management provided by Wiltshire County Council had improved the situation with regards to the allotments.

18. Bradford on Avon Sports Association

(i) Management Agreement

RESOLVED: That the Management Agreement be signed at the next Sports Association meeting on 27th September 2004. Otherwise the second half of the grant will be withheld.

(ii) Report by Treasurer – no report

(iii) Other matters of concern – The old rusty goalposts now urgently need removing by 

             Mr. Dave Binding because they have been used as a climbing aid.

(iv)        Three month trial cleaning arrangements at Victory Field 

The Chairman explained that his daughter supervised by either of her parents had been cleaning and litter picking the Victory Field on a weekly basis. 

(iv) Weekly field checks carried out by Mrs. D. Cox

The clerk tabled the action list dated 9th August 2004, following audits of Victory Field and pavilion. It was generally agreed that this was a very efficient system.

The Chairman reported that he had cut back the copper beech branches, which were overhanging on the steps leading from Victory Field playground.

(v) Boule pitch and bench in memory to Councillor Minna Gillham

RESOLVED: To ask the Sports Association at the next meeting on 27th September 2004 for a joint project on the boule pitch but not in memory of Cllr. Gillham. Leisure Youth and Arts Committee to supply a bench nearby to the boule pitch in memory of Cllr. Gillham with appropriate wording. An appropriate memorial to Cllr. Gillham to be discussed at Town Council Conference.

(vi) Broken windows at Pavilion and the ceilings to the showers

The Town Clerk reported that the six broken windows had now been repaired and that an insurance claim had been lodged.  She also reported that the ceilings to the showers had been repaired.

(vii) Old fridge dumped in the pavilion to be removed and to discuss the provision of a new table top fridge

The Town Clerk reported that a letter had been sent to remove the old fridge immediately due to Health and Safety reasons. She also reported that a tabletop fridge was available at a cost of £20. This could be PAT tested on 7th September 2004.

RESOLVED: That the Chairman on his next visit to the pavilion arranges to disconnect the fridge and put a notice on it saying “Dangerous please do not use” and that it is placed out of sight in the pavilion.

(viii) Maintenance of Nottsward surface to be agreed

The Town Clerk explained that the Nottsword surface not only needs brushing but needs sand scattered on it regularly and brushed in, so that it will last and that this was not being done at present.

RESOLVED: Clerk to send a copy of the specification for process to the Chairman.

19.
Youth Arts Conference
Cllr. M. Bowen reported on the Youth Arts Partnership he attended on Wednesday 9th June 2004 at Tidworth Conference Centre, Wiltshire.  He explained that he had already sent on 16th June 2004 to all councillors a copy of the speaker’s speech because he thought it was so well explained. The speaker’s name was Mr. Nick Capaldi, Arts Council England, South West. Cllr. Bowen also explained that he had attended two workshops and thought that it was worth attending and an enjoyable experience. He had passed on a list of useful contacts to Cllr. Craddock.

20. Community Planning Cultural Group Meeting

The Chairman reported that he had attended together with Cllr. Craddock the first meeting held on 28th July 2004 at the library.

Cllr. Craddock reported that the most important feeling of the meeting was that Bradford should have its own Cultural Co-Ordinator.  Although, it was not clear how this full-time post would be funded. She explained that lots of ideas from 

· creating a flagship venue for theatre, performance and film showings 

· to the perceived need for smaller venues

· the need for indoor sports provision,

· the need to enhance the Museum in terms of site and facilities

· make the Roman Villa site available to the public (Cllr. Bowen advised that roman finds could be viewed inside the library)

· provision of a boules pitch

· improved tennis facilities at Culver Close

RESOLVED: The Chairman and Cllr. Craddock to respond whether all the ideas have been included in the notes.

21. Art Prizes
(i) The clerk advised that £250.00 had been paid towards the Literacy Week in September 2004. A letter of thanks had been received from Mr. Roger Jones of Ex-Libris Press.

RESOLVED: Noted. 

(ii) The clerk reported that the Lions Club did not accept the officer of £250.00 prize money at their art exhibition due to short notice this year, although this could be a budget item next year.

RESOLVED: Noted

22. Arts and Festival Grants 2004/5 (Standing item)

Applications received under Section 145 of the Local Government Act 1972, which empowers a local Council to provide entertainment and support the arts including festivals and celebrations.

(i) Application received from Bradford on Avon Town Sunflower Arts Festival to take place in September 2004. The specific purpose of the grant to purchase art materials, publicity and prizes. It was further reported that that Mrs. Haser would be running a children’s art club on Saturday mornings from October and had asked for a small grant.

RESOLVED: That a £500 grant be awarded for the Sunflower Arts Festival. That no grant be given towards the children’s art club because it was clearly running as a business.
(ii) Application received from Bradford on Avon Recorded Music Society for a grant towards the purchase of audio equipment.

RESOLVED: That a £150 grant be awarded.

23. Current Projects

(i) Greenland View Play Area

The Clerk explained that, unfortunately, Mrs Jacky Nicholas of WWDC had been unsuccessful with her application for a large grant from Living Spaces and suggested that the group met again to consider their options. After over two years of waiting for this project to be completed, this play area is now in a dangerous state. 

RESOLVED: That a letter be sent to Mrs. Jacky Nicholas to advise that another meeting of the group would further delay the project. That a smaller project should be completed within this financial year with the opportunity to add extra pieces of equipment on a year by year basis. If things proceeded the Council would contribute £8,500.00. Copy of the letter to be sent to Mr. David Brookes and Mr. Andrew Pate both of WWDC.

(ii) Poulton – New skateboard grind rail at Poulton found to be loose on a recent site inspection with the Chief Executive from WWDC. The Chairman explained that this matter was in hand and that it was still safe to use.

RESOLVED: Noted.

(iii) New bin installed outside the basketball court

RESOLVED: Noted.


24. Budget ideas for 2005/6

(i) Culver Close Tennis Courts/Youth Shelter
The draft letter to Mr. Trevor Savage at WWDC was discussed and slightly changed. This is the third application for District Council funds to enhance their tennis courts.

RESOLVED: That the notes of the tennis meeting held on 12th July be noted and that the letter be finalised by the Clerk in conjunction with the Chairman and that it be sent with a petition.

(ii) Bradford on Avon Rugby Football Club 

Email received 6th July 2004 from Mr. Derrick Hunt requesting £10,000 over two years 2005/6 and 2006/7 from the Town council for an extension to the Club House.

RESOLVED: That this item be placed on the wish list for budget ideas.

(iii) Basketball Pitch Victory Field – kickboard around the perimeter.

RESOLVED: That Courtstall Services be asked to quote for a kickboard around the perimeter.

(iv)Trio Plastics – problems with young people climbing on the roof

RESOLVED: It was decided not to move the entrance gate of the basketball court diagonally at the moment. Although, if minute number 24 (iii) was proceeded with (kickboard around the basketball perimeter) then maybe an ideal time to change.

(v) Art Competition 2005/6

RESOLVED: To write and offer the Lions Club £250 prize money at their art exhibition.

(vi) To consider other ideas for the 2005/6 budget

RESOLVED: To discuss this matter at the Town Council Conference Day. 

(vi) Arts and Festival Grants 2005/6

Letter dated 23rd July 2004 from Ms. Candy Verney expressing her appreciation for the support given in this year’s event £200 for Singing Round the Town. Ms Verney requests that for next year perhaps more could be given so that professional musicians would not have to keep working for free and workshop leaders could be paid.

RESOLVED: This request to be considered for next year’s budget under the Arts and Festival Grants heading.

25. Recreational Needs Assessment

The Clerk reported that WWDC had appointed Kit Campbell Associates to carry out the Recreational Needs Assessment and that they were due to sign up next week.

26. Victory Field RoSPA Inspection of Play Equipment

RESOLVED: It was noted that the inspection of play equipment is due to take place in September 2004. Also to ask that the Bearfield football posts can be inspected at the same time. Clerk to send map of the two locations.

27. Bearfield Field

The Chairman explained that he had visited Bearfield to ascertain whether it could be used for girls’ football. He advised that there was a severe mole problem and had counted 50 molehills.

Cllr. Craddock reported a 2’ x 1’ rectangular hole had been dug on the north west corner. The Town Clerk advised that Mr.Ted Hunt would fill it in.

RESOLVED:  Cllr. Bowen to research the problem of eradication of the moles and advise the Chairman.

28. Correspondence

(i) Various inspection reports from WWDC dated May, June and July advising that no faults had been found at the Victory Field play area. 

RESOLVED: Noted.

(ii) Joint letter dated 13th July from Mr. and Mrs. Seekings and Mr. James Colquhoun of St. Laurence School advising of Church Street Party to take place on Saturday September 18th to raise funds for the new restaurant at St. Laurence School. The theme will be “Feeding the Mind”.

RESOLVED: Noted.

(iii) Letter dated 9th August from Hawkins Insulation Limited enclosing asbestos survey at Victory Field pavilion. The Town Clerk explained that the roof tiles on the pavilion were low risk but would need to be inspected periodically, so could have budget implications in the future.

RESOLVED: That the report be noted. 

29. Reports none

The meeting closed at 9.15p.m.
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