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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

Held at The Council Offices, St Margaret’s Hall, St Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon,

on Tuesday, 31st October 2006, at 7.00 pm

Present:

Town Council
Cllr Michael Bowen

Cllr Jocelyn Feilding

Cllr Malcolm Hewson (arrived 8.20 pm)

Cllr Vicky Landell Mills

Cllr Peter Leach (Chairman)

Cllr Janet Repton

Cllr Martin Sandford

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)


Members of the Public


Three members of the Senior Citizens’ Forum

Apologies
Cllr David Bolwell, Cllr Alison Craddock, Cllr Fran Lewis, Cllr Paul O’Callaghan, Cllr Philip Sutton.

Others Present

Helen Thomas (Wiltshire Times)

119
Minutes
It was RESOLVED to agree that the minutes of the meetings held on the 26th September 2006 and the 28th September 2006  were a correct record. 

120
Declarations of Interest
There were none.

121
Matters Arising from the Minutes
i)
Minute 98 Treatment Centre for Wiltshire
The Clerk reported that a letter had been received that morning from Nicholas Gillard, the Director of Planning & Partnerships at Wiltshire Primary Care Trust.  The letter makes it clear that the choice of location being Green Lane in Devizes was the result of the Department of Health national procurement process.  As the letter had only just been received, it was RESOLVED that the matter be considered at the next Town Council meeting when a decision as to whether a further response was required would be made.

ii) Minute 98 Sainsbury’s

The Clerk reported that a reply had been received from Sainbury’s advising that our letter had been passed on to the Property Team who would contact us directly regarding our invitation to attend the Council Meeting.  No further contact had been forthcoming.  Cllr Landell Mills reported that she had been invited to cut the ribbon to open the new Sainsbury’s store.  It was RESOLVED that a reply be sent to Sainsbury’s advising that no further reply had been received and inviting them once again to attend the next meeting.  Further to mention that heavy lorries should not be going over the town bridge.  Also expressing concern at retrospective planning applications for the signage and questioning why their database with regard to the Town Mayor was not up to date.  They should also be thanked for sponsoring the town’s fireworks.


iii)
Minute 98 Options regarding drunken behaviour in Westbury Gardens

It was noted that several emails had been exchanged regarding best practice and that a multi agency meeting was to be called.  It was noted that the matter would be pursued by the Town Management Committee.

iv)
Minute 104 Wessex Association of Chambers of Commerce membership

The Clerk reported that the President of the Bradford on Avon Chamber, Alan Hinds, had expressed some concern that the Town Council had joined the Wessex Association without going through the Bradford on Avon Chamber.  The reasons for the decision has been explained i.e. in order to market the Town within the County and to keep abreast of business links outside the Town.  It was noted that the Chairman and Cllr Bowen would be attending the next Chamber of Commerce meeting to explain this.  Members re-affirmed their commitment to the Bradford Chamber and confirmed that the relationship between the Town Council and Chamber of Commerce was highly valued.

v) Minute 105 Town Council Conference

It was noted that this was cancelled due to lack of support.

vi) Minute 110 Records Office Move

It was noted that there would be no access to records from May to October 2007 but that some records were available online.

No members of the public wished to speak.

122 Chaiman’s Announcements

The Chairman announced that he had attended the opening of Dorothy House charity shop.  He had attended the meeting with LYPIG (Locality Young Peoples’ Issues Group) and had assisted with some funding bids from the Youth Council.  He had attended a meeting about the bike tracks and a further Youth Council meeting was to be held the following evening.  He had attended the Library during local democracy week, attended the Climate Friendly meeting in St. Margaret’s Hall, entertained some French twinning visitors and their hosts in the Council meeting room and opened the Lions Art Exhibition in St. Margaret’s Hall.  He had also attended a Standards Committee meeting at West Wilts District Council where he had undergone an hours training session.

123 Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the undermentioned committees and working groups were noted.

Planning and Town Development Committee

3rd October 2006 

Finance & General Purposes Committee


10th October 2006

Planning and Town Development Committee

17th October 2006

Leisure, Youth & Arts Committee


18th October 2006

St. Margaret’s Hall Working Group


26th October 2006

124 a) Leisure Youth & Arts Committee

West Wilts Show marquee.  It was RESOLVED that a marquee be ordered as recommended by the Leisure Youth & Arts Committee in the sum of £3664.46.  It was further RESOLVED to increase the draft budget for the Show from £5,000 to £9,000 to include the £2,000 to be contributed to the Organisers.

b) The Vaults

An email from Phil Morgan from Wiltshire County Council dated 23rd October 2006 had been circulated with the Agenda suggesting the use of a consultant with possible use of funds from the Community Planning Co-ordination Group with a view to obtaining advice about the use of the building.  It was RESOLVED that the Vaults Working Group should be re-formed with the Town Council members to recap on previous meetings and to consider how to take forward the decision on the use of the community building.

125 Finance & General Purposes Committee

a) Grants

The recommendations of the Committee were considered and it was RESOLVED to award grants under Section 137 to the following:

West Wiltshire Young Musicians


£300

West Wiltshire Access Group


£150

b) Receipts and Payments 2006/07

It was RESOLVED to note that no issues were raised with payments against budget with regard to the current year.

c) The Budget 2007/08

The draft to the Budget as proposed by the Finance & General Purposes Committee had been circulated with the Agenda.  It was RESOLVED to make the following amendments:

West Wiltshire Show – increased budget from £5,000 to £9,000

CCTV – Victory Field to change the heading to CCTV.  

Several questions were raised and answered by the Clerk and it was RESOLVED that this budget be agreed in principle but to be referred to the next Town Council meeting at the end of November for final consideration.

126      Mount Pleasant Centre – Nomination of Subscribers

It was RESOLVED that Cllrs Landell Mills, Sutton and Feilding would be nominated as subscribers with a view to them becoming Trustees of the new Mount Pleasant Centre Trust.

127      Bradford on Avon and Community Development Trust
A letter from the Trust had been circulated clarifying the relationship with the Town Council.  The Chairman proposed and with all in favour, it was RESOLVED that Cllr Landell Mills should continue to be the Town Council’s representative on the Trust.  Cllr Landell Mills agreed to regularly report back to Full Council.

128      Sustainable Strategy for Wiltshire
The sustainable strategy for Wiltshire document had been circulated with the Agenda and questions in relation to the strategy were tabled at the Meeting.  It was RESOLVED that Members should send any comments to the Clerk for compilation before the 10th November 2006 for forwarding to Wiltshire County Council.

129
Community Planning

It was noted that the Wiltshire Forum of Community Area Partnerships Steering Group meeting was on the 22nd November 2006.  It was noted that this was an important meeting where priorities for funding could be identified within the whole County.  Cllr Bowen, being a representative of Bradford on Avon Community area agreed to attend.  It was also noted that the annual conference for the Forum would be held on the 22nd January 2007.

130       VAT Advice

The Clerk had circulated by email prior to the meeting a quote from a VAT Consultant, Lavat.  Lavat are experienced in local Council VAT.  The Clerk advised that as this was a complicated area and the decision to become VAT registered and to opt to tax the Hall would be irreversible, that expert guidance should be sought.  The quote for the advice was for a report taking between 4 and 5 hours to complete at an hourly rate of £150 but to include an annual helpline service for a year.  It was RESOLVED to agree to commission Lavat to prepare a report and give the helpline service for the first 12 months.

131      Railway Celebrations

The Chairman proposed that in order to enhance the awareness of the 150th Anniversary of the Railway Station  in 2007, that local organisations be contacted.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Council fully supported this venture and that the Railway Users Group should be asked to identify Groups that had not already been contacted in this regard so that the Town Council could approach them.  It was noted that the next meeting of the Railway Users Group would be the following day, 1st November.

132      Correspondence for consideration
	1)
	WALC
	News Circular 

	
	October 2006 ( copy enclosed)
	Noted

	
	
	

	2)
	Wiltshire County Council
	Wiltshire News

	
	Information to town and parish councils (copy enclosed)
	Noted

	
	
	

	3)
	Andrew Pate WWDC
	Budget 2007/08

	
	Budget issues (copy enclosed)
	Noted

	
	
	

	4)
	Inspector Gary Porter ,Wiltshire Police
	New Sergeant

	
	Thanks for invitation to the Town Gathering and introduction to Sergeant Steve Cox who will be taking over at Bradford on Avon from 29th October


	Noted



	5)
	Wiltshire Policy from Matt Benyon Pedley

Director of Finance & Facilities

The Police Authority  would still be offering

Local Authorities the opportunity to fund PCSOs but this will only be on a contractual basis for PCSOs over and above those allocated as part of the neighbourhood policing teams.
	Neighbourhood Policing and Community Support Office

It was RESOLVED to reply asking for confirmation as to how many Police Community Support Officers will be provided in Bradford on Avon and in the meantime to maintain the budgeted amount in case further support was required.

	6)
	Wessex Association of Chambers of Commerce

Conference Monday 4th December 2006 at the Music Centre at Bradford on Avon from 12.30 to 5pm.  Conference regarding support that the National, Regional and Local Government provide to business and the local economy in the South West.  Invitation to the Clerk and one other.
	Invitation to the Clerk and one other.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should attend and invite Cllr Sutton.  It was noted that other members could attend at a cost of £10 per head.  Anyone wishing to attend should contact the Clerk before Friday 10th November.


133       Correspondence to note

The correspondence as listed was noted.

134       Reports

Cllr Sandford reported that he had attended an Adult Support Group and that they would be continuing as a Support Group to the Youth Centre for the foreseeable future.  

Cllr Bowen reported that he had attended a Police Meeting in Westbury on the 3rd October and a Community Safety Partnership meeting on the 9th October.  He was concerned that quarterly reports from the police sargeant and the PCSO were not forthcoming and the reporting procedure would be discussed at the next Town Management meeting.  He had also attended a meeting of the Senior Citizens’ Forum and a Pub Watch Meeting.  He further reported that an initiative to prevent cold-calling had been held at Elmfield, Bradford on Avon involving PCSOs, the County Council, Bobby Van, radio and the local papers and that PC Harkham was the contact in this regard.

Cllr Landell Mills reported that the Berryfield Project Group as a sub-committee of the Development Trust were meeting on November 22nd at 10am in the Town Council offices when King Sturge would be showing their submission which would be put forward if chosen to bid for the hospital.  All Councillors would be welcome to attend.  The Chairman reported that there would be a conflict of interest with his role in relation to hospital site bids and would therefore not be attending.  Cllr Landell Mills also reported the Wiltshire Music Centre was proposing to erect new signage as the present was not adequate.  She advised that she intended to present more information about the proposals at the next Planning & Town Development Committee.  

135        Accounts for Payment
It was RESOLVED that having been checked by Cllr Fran Lewis invoices and direct payments amounting to £19,493.26 plus VAT and payroll amounting to £8,205.78 be approved.

The meeting closed at 8.30 pm.
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