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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

Held at The Old Town Hall, 4 Market Street, Bradford on Avon,

on Tuesday 29th April 2003

Present:

Cllr R Andrews

Cllr Mrs R Brown*

Cllr J Feilding

Cllr Mrs M Gillham
Cllr M Hewson

Cllr Mrs V Landell Mills

Cllr Mrs F Lewis*

Cllr R Locke

Cllr Mrs J Repton (Chairman)

Cllr Ms P Roberts

Cllr P Taylor

Mrs D J Holmes (Town Clerk)

*arrived late having given apologies 

238.
Minutes
It was generally agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 25th March 2003 were accepted as a true record.

239.  
Matters arising from the minutes
i) Minute 217 i) Repairs to Barton Farm Bridge
It was noted that the Planning Committee had received the reply.

ii)
Minute 217 ii) Letter to request that WCC address the option of a relief road.
The clerk reported that a reply had now been received from George Batten dated 25th April advising that the Structure Plan Review does not include proposals for a Bradford on Avon bypass and giving reasons for this. The letter was circulated.

After some discussion it was RESOLVED:

That the Chairman should send a reply in conjunction with Cllr Hewson to include the following points:

· To question what ‘measures are proposed to reduce local traffic’

· To state that 40% passing through traffic is significant and should not be ignored.

· If the bypass is not put in the structure plan, the route will not be protected.

iii)
Minute 220  WWDC Cleaning 


It was noted that this had not yet been received but had been chased.
iv) Minute 226 Meeting Room Table

Cllr Ms Roberts had advertised the table locally with no response but the clerk advised that the Music Centre had offered £100 for it.

It was

RESOLVED

That the table could be sold to the Music Centre for £100.

v)
A2B Corporate Membership
The clerk advised that information had now been received but that as named users were required it would be best to defer the matter to the next meeting.

It was RESOLVED
To agree to join but defer details to the next meeting.

240.
Members of the Public. 

There were no members of the public. 

241.
Declarations of Interest. 

There were no declarations of interest.


242.
Chairman's Announcements 


The Chairman announced that she had:

a) on 2nd April attended the sponsor’s evening with the Deputy Chairman for the Museum Society’s private view of W H Allen’s paintings of Bradford on Avon before the last war.

b) on 8th May, chaired the Annual Town Meeting in the library.

c) on 11th April attended the dinner at the County Council for Mayors of Wiltshire.

d) on 17th April helped pick the draw tickets at Jenny Gane’s Cheese Board.

e) on Saturday 19th April, sent to the 5 franchisees, copies of over 1000 signatures protesting at the possible termination of the Bradford on Avon to Waterloo rail link. 

243.
Minutes of Committees


RESOLVED

The minutes of decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the under mentioned committees were noted:

Planning Committee
18th March 2003

Planning Committee


1st April 2003 

St Margaret’s Hall Working Group
4th April 2003 

The Bull Pit Working Group

14th April 2003 

Highways & Transport


15th April 2003 

With regard to the Highways and Transport Committee decision to send a letter to Abbey Mill Management Company asking for a contribution to the Church Street project, the clerk asked for additional ratification to ensure that the town council wished this letter to be sent.

RESOLVED

That the letter should be sent.

244.
St Margaret’s Hall Development

a) Progress with Building Work. 

The clerk reported that the revised completion date for the hall was 30th April and for the offices 2nd May.

The clerk further reported that in addition to the expenditure over the contract price reported to the last meeting, further additional costs had been incurred for the alarm system, additional pointing to the river wall, flood barrier storage, additional concrete and tarmac for WWDC to the pumping station. 

The total estimated over contract was now £19,450 including the £2,500 for the slates and £2,500 for the sliding screen. Even with fees added this should still be within the contingency allowed.

It was RESOLVED

To note and agree the additional costs. 

b) Sewerage Pumps

The clerk advised that there was a problem with the sewerage pumps not working after they had been disconnected and WWDC may be making a charge for emptying the sewerage by tanker. If so this would be against Fraylings and not the responsibility of the Town Council but some money may need to be held back pending settlement of the matter.

It was RESOLVED

To note and monitor this situation.

c) Reopening
It was RESOLVED 

to note that the first event in the hall will be on 6th May 2003 and that a provisional removal date for the office is 27/06/03.

d) The clerk advised that the VAT had been claimed back up to the year end 31.03.03 and she had been advised by the VAT officer that all the VAT should be reclaimable for the remainder of the project if allowances were not exceeded.

245.
The Bull Pit and Shelter

a) The clerk advised that the plans were progressing well and that WCC had offered a further £5000 being £15,000 in all towards the project.

b)    
Plans for option B had been circulated with the agenda and it was proposed by Cllr Ms Roberts and seconded by Cllr Andrews, generally agreed and
RESOLVED

that the proposals of the working group be agreed and option B be progressed. It was noted that the building work would need to take place when the river was low.

c)
The potential tender list provided by North Wiltshire District Council had been circulated and it was proposed by Cllr Ms Roberts, seconded by Cllr Mrs Landell Mills and 

RESOLVED

 
To agree the tender list.

e) It was 

RESOLVED that recommendation be made to the new council to co-opt Cllr Ms Roberts on the working group after the elections. 

Cllr Ms Roberts commented that she would be happy to be co-opted if the project proceeds this year, but possibly not if it does not.

246.
Kassel Kerbs
A sample grey coloured concrete kerb was circulated. Cllr Roberts thought it did not look like reclaimed stone.

A discussion took place about whether the kerbs were wanted at all and if so if this is the best material available. There were mixed feelings about the usefulness of the kerbs but the chairman felt that it was difficult to get on a bus from a dropped kerb. A proposal was made that there should be no kassel kerbs in the Conservation Area but with no seconder the proposal was dropped. It was 

RESOLVED

That Cllr Hewson should discuss the matter with the officers at WCC and to state a preference for a darker colour for kassel kerbs in the Conservation Area.

247.
Town Meeting- Tuesday 8th April


The Chairman commented that she was concerned that speeches were too long and felt that they should be restricted to 5 minutes each, should be written in advance, made available in print at the meeting and should be relevant to Bradford on Avon being only marginally about issues outside the town.

Cllr Roberts agreed and stated that the working group and committee chairmen should speak about their various projects with less emphasis on district and county councils.

Cllr Gillham suggested that youth groups could be invited to give a presentation to help to make it more interesting.

Cllr Hewson advised that there was no set format required for a Town Meeting and it was 

RESOLVED

To plan next years meeting carefully with these points in mind.

248.
Asset valuations and Insurance Renewal
The clerk had circulated a new list of asset valuations, which had been compiled over the last year.

Cllr Locke commented that bus shelters would have to be reviewed as they were replaced by WCC.

Cllr Roberts asked if the council’s three trees should be added to the list when they were a little more mature.

It was RESOLVED

To agree the new list for insurance purposes.

The clerk advised that the insurance renewal had been received from Allianz Cornhill for £5,582.83 being a 10% increase on last year. 

It was RESOLVED

To agree to the renewal with Allianz Cornhill.

249.
Correspondence for Consideration


	1)
	Pippa Mc Veigh WWDC
	CCTV- Station Car Park

	
	Equipment has now been purchased and will shortly be installed at the toilet block end of the car park.
	Noted and RESOLVED that a letter be sent to Pippa Mc Veigh asking how and where the CCTV would be monitored.

	
	
	

	2)
	Bradford on Avon Youth Council
	Fairtrade Tea Party

	
	Invitation to over 60’s tea party on Monday 12th May between 5.00 pm and 6.00 pm at the youth centre.
	Noted

	
	
	

	3)
	The Countryside Agency
	Parish Plans

	
	Guidance package for town and parish councils
	RESOLVED to retain it for the library

	
	
	

	4)
	WWDC
	WW Show

	
	Agreement to participate in the show and book the space for the marquee and to contribute £150 for additional security.
	RESOLVED

To agree to completing the booking form and to contribute the £150.


250. Correspondence to Note

With regard to the letter from Barbara Curshaw re the railway crossing gate west of Bradford on Avon station, it was RESOLVED that an urgent letter be sent to Network Rail reporting the dangerous situation regarding the gate.

The remainder of the correspondence was noted.

251.
Review of Term of Office

As this meeting was the last of the current council, the Chairman thanked members for their hard work and reviewed the last four years mentioning the millennium statue, the fireworks, heritage lighting on Middle Rank and Knees Corner, Jubilee celebrations with mugs, the showing of the film Shrek, golden leaved trees and the town clock refurbishment. She continued with the list: provision of hand rails in Conigre Hill, special needs play equipment, natural stone kerbs in Frome Road and ending with the refurbishment and extension of St Margaret’s Hall.

Cllr Gillham added that two meetings had been held in respect of the Kingston Mills planning application.

Cllr Feilding thanked the Chairman for her valuable contribution as Mayor for the last two years.

252.
Reports

a) Cllr Mrs Brown reported that the metal fence at Victory Field needed painting.

b) Cllr Mrs Brown reported that she had visited the Riverway Depot in Trowbridge recently and now appreciated that there was only one large cleansing machine to serve the five towns. She also mentioned that other towns had litter wardens.

c) Cllr Mrs Lewis reported that she was investigating the rules of use of the new Trowbridge Road cycleway for pedestrians and cyclists. 

d)
Cllr Ms Roberts reported that the three trees planted by the Town Council were now looking very good.

253.
Accounts for Payment

That the Town Council accounts having been checked by Cllr Mrs Lewis with invoices and direct payments amounting to £19,693.44 + VAT for the remaining items in the year 2002/03 and £105,762.87 + VAT for the period 1/04/03 to 29/04/03 be approved (attached to these minutes). 

The meeting closed at 8.20pm and was followed by a visit to see the nearly completed St Margaret’s Hall where Cllr Peter Taylor was presented with the newly created long service badge to commemorate his twenty-seven years as a Town Councillor.

Minutes of the Bradford on Avon Town Council Meeting held on 29.04.03


