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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

Held at The Council Office, St Margaret’s Hall, St Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon,

on Tuesday 30th September 2003

Present:

Cllr Michael Bowen 

Cllr P O’Callaghan

Cllr Alison Craddock

Cllr Jocelyn Feilding

Cllr Minna Gillham

Cllr Malcolm Hewson

Cllr Vicky Landell Mills (Chairman)

Cllr J Repton

Cllr M Sandford

Cllr P Sutton

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)


Apologies

Cllr P Leach

Cllr F Lewis

114. Tony Green, The Town’s Emergency Planning Volunteer addressed the Town Council about three recent training sessions he had attended organised by WCC. He explained that in the light of recent terrorism worldwide, emergency planning has a much higher profile and Wiltshire has decided to take a lead role. The role of the local plan is to offer a first response to assist the Emergency Services until such time as further assistance could be activated. He gave examples of incidents, which could require the plan to be put into practice, the worst scenario being fallout from a dirty bomb but also a train accident or flooding. The plan aims to identify resources and locations.  Mr Green advised that he was in the process of updating the Bradford on Avon plan with current information and would keep it updated on a regular basis. He reported that an emergency exercise was to take place on October 21st at 7.00 pm which members of the Town Council were welcome to join in. The chairman thanked Mr Green for his update but advised him that unfortunately the emergency exercise clashed with a Planning Committee meeting and it may not be possible for a member to attend.

115.
Minutes
It was agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on 28th August 2003 and 2nd September 2003 were accepted as a true record.

116. Matters Arising 

The Chairman reminded councillors that matters arising should be notified to the clerk at least one week prior to the meeting if they wished to ensure that they would be included on the agenda.

i) Minute 87 ii) Riverside Maintenance

The clerk advised that WWDC had agreed to include removal of rubbish from the river and that the cleaning maintenance team under Mr R Powell is responsible.



ii)
Minute 87v) Mount Pleasant Centre Trustees
The clerk advised that she had received advice from the Head of Legal Services for NALC, Tim Ricketts, stating that at the present time, a council is not able to indemnify its members who are acting for the council on council business but that draft regulations are currently being consulted on which may change this situation. It was agreed to discuss this matter further after the consultation document had been considered later in this meeting.

iii) Minute 91 Web site

The clerk advised that Magnus Huckvale had been busy with organising the Community Open Day but would now give his attention to the web site.

iv) Minute 93 Middle Rank Handrails

Cllr Repton advised that in his absence, Cllr Leach had asked for consideration of this matter to be referred to the next Town Amenities Committee. It was noted that some letters had now been received regretting the removal of the handrails. The Chairman advised that arrangements were being made to sell the spare handrails to WCC and Cllr Gillham again mentioned the need for a handrail at the canal bridge from Moulton Drive. The clerk advised that this request had been referred to David Weston at WCC.

It was RESOLVED
To refer the matter of the Middle Rank hand rails to the next Town Amenities Committee.

v) Minute 103. Aerial and street maps

Further information had been obtained by The Chairman, Cllr Feilding and the clerk and it was 

RESOLVED

That the clerk should obtain exact details of size, area covered and costs to bring to the next meeting.

vi) Minute 107.5) Polling Station Provision

The clerk advised that WW Housing Society had replied, stating the valid reasons why the sheltered schemes had been withdrawn from use as polling stations. They have however promised to carry out further consultation with residents and will let us know the result. 

vii)
Minute 108. Use of Tithe Barn
The Chairman reported that the Bradfordians Dramatic Group had been invited to a meeting with English Heritage in October and it was 

RESOLVED

That the Town Council would give the strongest support for the use of the barn by the group.

117.
Declarations of Interest. 

There were none.

118.
Members of the Public

There were no members of the public.


119.
Chairman's Announcements 


The Chairman announced that:


on 6th Sept she attended the opening of a new gallery at 25 Silver Street and was impressed with the size of the gallery and potential for artist studios


on 7th September she presented the Bradford in Bloom trophies and certificates.


on 10th September she attended the Splitz AGM


on 14th September she attended the Community Planning Open Day which was a great success


on 20th September  she attended a concert at Avon Park to celebrate 100 years of the Winsley Hospital


on 25th September she attended the St Johns Amulance Bradford on Avon Division Annual Inspection.

120.
Minutes of Committees


RESOLVED

The minutes of decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the under mentioned committees were noted:

Planning Committee
 12th August 2003 

Planning Committee


 2nd September 2003 

Recreation Committee


 2nd September 2003 

Finance & General Purposes

 9th September 2003 

Riverside Enhancement Working Group
16th September 2003 

St Margaret’s Hall Working Group
19th September 2003 

BOA Sports Association


18th September 2003 

Land on Tory Working Group

22nd September 2003 

Highways & Transport Committee
23rd September 2003 

121.
Finance & General Purposes Committee
a) S137 Grants

A list of recommendations from the committee had been circulated with the agenda and it was unanimously agreed and

RESOLVED: to grant the following S 137 payments:

Youth Action Wiltshire


£100

West Wiltshire Young Musicians

£200

Dorothy House Hospice Care

£250

Bobby Van Trust


£200

Bradford on Avon Museum Society
£500

Group Five



£300

Bradford on Avon Choral Society
£200

Total granted £1750

b) Financial Regulations and Standing orders

i)    Adoption of the financial regulations as amended by the Committee was considered and it was unanimously agreed and

RESOLVED that the financial regulations as attached to these minutes be adopted forthwith by the council.

ii)  Consideration was given to the recommendation of the Committee to add a standing order to read;

 ‘Executive powers are delegated to the clerk to the council following consultation with the Chairman or Vice Chairman of the council or committee as appropriate, for matters which require a decision before the next ordinary meeting’ and 

‘The clerk is authorised to order items under the ‘Office Budget’ and ‘St Margaret’s Hall Running Costs Budget’ up to a maximum value for one item of £350’. 

It was RESOLVED
To  agree the addition of this standing order and add to the first paragraph a sentence to read ‘Action taken under this power should be reported at the next meeting of the council’ 

c)
Five Towns Projects

i)
The Five Towns Initiative bids to date were noted as follows:

The Bull Pit



£ 5,000

Priory Park Tree Survey


£ 1,054

Signage



£      75

Handrails



£ 1,275? Awaiting confirmation

Hanging Baskets

£ 1,463  plus an additional amount for extension                                                

Christmas Lights
£ 1,500

Seats and Cycle stands for Bull Pit
£ 1,000

Character Assessment


£    750 to be confirmed

Total




£12117


ii)
Consideration was given to;

· the additional costs of the web site (£300 this year) and

· to sponsoring the Town coffee morning by WI Markets in St Margaret’s Hall on alternate Thursday mornings. Business rate would be charged at £100 with a subsidy required of £50 per fortnight, which could be split 50/50 with the Five Towns at £25 per fortnight. The money would be received by St Margaret’s Hall and contribute to its income. (letter from WI markets was circulated with the agenda)

It was RESOLVED to include the web site as a five towns project and to sponsor the WI coffee mornings initially for 6 months and encourage them to let more stalls to cover costs and in time run independently and to review the situation in 6 months time. The cost of the subsidy to be paid for from the S137 grant budget and match funded by the Five Towns Initiative.


iii)  Further Five Towns Projects

Architectural lighting of the Town Bridge was considered and the Chairman advised that whilst the Bull PIt was being opened up, ducting could be installed ready for the lighting. A rough estimate of the cost was £1000. The clerk advised that three potential sponsors had come forward for seats in the Bull PIt and the money that was going to be used for these from the ‘Shelter budget’ could now be used for the ducting.

It was RESOLVED

that ducting for the potential lighting be added to the work being carried out at the Bull Pit subject to the cost being close to the rough estimate received and that consideration to provision of the lighting be considered as a project for next year.

Cllr Sandford raised the possibility of the Lions’ Den at Greenland View as a possible project but further information was awaited before details and costs could be agreed.

.

d) 
Wiltshire & Swindon Training Partnership- ‘The clerk’s role in becoming a quality council’ 

it was RESOLVED
to approve the recommendation of committee for the clerk to attend this training course on 16th October at a cost of £30.

122. 

Land on Tory Working Group
Cllr Feilding reported on consultations responses to the acquisition of this land and advised that no responses had changed the proposed course of action. After some discussion it was agreed that public access could not be encouraged and 

it was RESOLVED
a) that the Town Council should buy the land as detailed in correspondence from WW Housing Society for £1 plus legal costs

b) to agree to lease the land at a peppercorn rent to the neighbour subject to terms and conditions to be agreed and

c) to instruct Bishop, Longbotham & Bagnall to deal with the conveyance and draw up  a long term lease to the neighbour if agreement reached with them.

123.
Riverside Enhancement Working group
The Chairman suggested that now that the Landscape Committee of the Preservation Trust was no longer in existence, the Riverside Enhancement Group could take up the role of liaison with WCC about various issues in the Country Park.

124.
Recreation Committee
Cllr Sandford commented that as the last Recreation Committee had followed a long Planning Committee, some issues were not fully debated and he was therefore not fully prepared for the Sports Association Committee meeting. 

He advised that the maintenance issues of the Victory Field were issues for the park as a civic amenity and might be better dealt with by the Amenities Committee. The clerk had prepared a list of maintenance items requiring immediate attention including maintenance to the wall (£1400) and to the trees (£2270) Other repairs to steps and paving required near the gates to the lay area (£800) (paper attached) showing a shortfall of £3000.

As some of these items were required for Health & Safety Reasons

it was RESOLVED

That the repairs and maintenance as detailed in the report should be ordered.

Discussion then took place as to which budget should pay for the overspend. The clerk suggested that as Greenland View project had secure earmarked reserves of £3710 which could possibly be match funded, that the Repairs and Maintenance should be paid from the Greenland Vw/St Aldhelms Budget of £5000 which would still leave a further £2000 which could again be match funded for Greenland Vw/St Aldhelms should any concrete project emerge in the next six months.

Cllr Hewson proposed  and with all in favour 

it was RESOLVED
that the Town Council should reaffirm its commitment to Greenland View but recognising that the planning cycle is taking some time will use some of the money allocated to this budget head to carry out the necessary maintenance on the Victory Field.

Cllr Sandford then advised that equipment belonging to the Groundsman, Nobby Knight had unfortunately been stolen and was not insured. This equipment was owned privately by Mr Knight and was to the value of  £800. The Sports Association had asked if the Town Council would reimburse Mr Knight. The clerk advised that the agreement between the Sports Association and the Town Council clearly states that the Sports Association should insure their own equipment. The clerk further advised that she had spoken to the Town Council’s Insurance Company who would in any case not offer insurance on equipment that is not managed, maintained and supervised by the council direct.

Cllr Sandford commented that the Sports Association may reimburse Mr Knight if the council decides not to but this could result in an increase in charges to the various clubs.

It was RESOLVED
That this matter needed further consideration and a decision should be deferred until the next Town Council meeting.

Cllr Feilding proposed that consideration be given to passing responsibility for maintenance of the amenity aspects of the field to the Town Amenities Committee.

It was RESOLVED

that this should be debated at the Town Council conference.

125. St Margaret’s Hall

a) Costs 

The clerk advised that the architect was still negotiating with the builder about the final bill, but that she had chased it, as figures were required to assist in preparation of the budget for next year. 

b) Flood Drill

The clerk reminded the council that the flood drill will be on Monday 6th October at 6.30 pm.

Members of flood team are: Cllrs Bowen, Landell Mills, Lewis, Feilding, Hewson and Leach, David Lewis, John Holmes, Chris Jennison, Debbie Slater, Graham Ruthen, Diane Holmes, Sandra Bartlett and Diane Cox.

c) Working Group

It was RESOLVED to agree to the recommendation of the Working Group to pursue the idea of obtaining a wedding licence with the ceremony to be conducted in the meeting room.

d)

Sign for Bradford on Avon Town Council to be engraved in stone wall above boiler room door


With 8 in favour and 2 abstensions 

it was RESOLVED
to agree to the quote obtained from stonemason  for  £320  to engrave the sign with logo and to be paid for from the signage budget.



e)
Rating valuation St Margaret’s Hall
It was noted that the valuation office in Swindon had now revalued St Margaret’s Hall as a result of the building work and the rateable value had increased from £8000 to £9600 giving an increase in annual rates at the current non-domestic rate of £710 increasing the rates from £3552 to £4264. The clerk advised that this still gave an overall annual saving of over £2100 as the business rate on the old premises was £2841. She explained that a percentage of this increase would be recharged to the council office budget and transferred to St Margaret’s Hall. 

126.
The Bull Pit 
a) The clerk advised that unfortunately the builder’s stonemason subcontractor had let them down causing some delay but an alternative stone mason was due to start work on 6th October.

b) The clerk advised that three potential sponsors had come forward and would contribute £500 each towards the three benches. 

It was RESOLVED that if the three offers of sponsorship are confirmed they should be accepted with thanks.

127.
Community Open Day
The chairman reported that the Community Open Day on 14th September was a great success and congratulations had been sent to the organisers.

Notes of feedback received at the Town Council stand had been circulated and the clerk advised that some responses to the feedback had already been made. The Chairman commented that feedback about the offices and furniture was all very positive.

128. 
Future Events
a) Town Council Conference to be held at Braeside Centre in Devizes on 4th October.
The agenda and papers for the conference were distributed at this meeting and 9 members plus the clerk and Admin Assistant would be attending

b) The Town Gathering  10th October 2003 

The arrangements for the day were noted and the Chairman reminded members that they would be hosting the event and if possible they should be available to circulate with guests as they arrive and during the evening. She advised that the idealy mmebers should arrive at 7.15 pm.

Volunteers for duties were sought and it was agreed that:

i)
Cllr Repton and Cllr Sutton would  assist in giving out name badges atteh door.

ii) The chairman would collect the flowers from St Margaret’s Hall on Saturday morning and deliver them to two chosen locations.

iii)
Cllr Bowen would collect and return the glasses on Saturday morning and take used bottles to the recycling point.
iv)
It was agreed that the bar staff should be paid at £5 per hour.

c) Visit by High Sheriff of Wiltshire , Friday 28th November 2003 at 2.00 pm

The Chairman reported that she had invited the High Sheriff and asked for suggestions for the visit under the theme of ‘Bradford Renewal’. Various suggestions were made which included The Tourist Information Office, The new Rugby Club, The Packhorse Bridge, The West Barn, the Well Spring and the Town Council offices. The Chairman agreed to draw up an itinerary.

129.
The Future of Area Committees and Community Meetings
A Questionnaire from WWDC had been circulated (The Area Committee now relates to non planning matters) and the Chairman advised that a response was required by 6th October. Several views were expressed relating to more consultation and inclusion of Parish views in setting the agenda and in becoming more of a joint meeting and

it was RESOLVED

that the chairman would complete the questionnaire after consultation with Cllr Gillham and CllrRepton.

130.
Providing Indemnities to Relevant Authority Officers and Members
Consideration was given to this consultation paper, which had been circulated with the agenda. Comments were required by 6th October. It was noted that this paper was very relevant to the Potential Trustee of the Mount Pleasant Centre. The questions  in the paper were answered and are attached to these minutes.

It was RESOLVED 

That the response be forwarded to the office of the Deputy Prime Minister and the Chairman advised that in relation to the Mount Pleasant Centre, potential trustees would be advised to await the outcome and in the mean time Peter Taylor ( X councillor) continued as the trustee on behalf of the Town Council. It was agreed that the Chairman should meet with Peter Taylor, Cllr Feilding and the clerk to discuss the issues.


There was some discussion about obtaining further legal advice but the clerk advised that advice had already been sought from the head of legal services at NALC who should be better briefed that any local solicitor.

131.
List of Meeting Dates
A list of dates had been circulated to Dec 2004. One correction was made in that the Town Gathering would be on Friday 8th October 2004 and one amendment in that there would be no Highways and Transport Committee meeting on 17th August.

It was RESOLVED

That the list as amended be approved.

132.
Personnel Committee

Membership of  a Personnel Committee to oversee personnel matters when necessary including the clerk’s annual staff appraisal was considered.


It was RESOLVED


that the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Cllr Repton and Cllr Sutton should form the committee.

133. Correspondence for Consideration 
	1)
	J R Pike Woolley Street
	Fly Posting

	
	Complaint about fly posting in the Town
	RESOLVED to send letters to WWDC and WCC asking if the Town Council can remove the posters

	
	
	

	2)
	Melrose Associates
	The Fox & Hounds, Farleigh Wick

	
	Application for licence from Jennifer Matthews and Philip Wayman
	RESOLVED

No Objections

	
	
	

	3)
	WALC
	County Circular

	
	Circular for Sept 03 (copy enclosed)
	RESOLVED  noted and to receive copies with future agendas

	
	
	

	4)
	David Gregory
	Community Open Day

	
	Thanks for the funding and note that additional funding from lottery was not forthcoming
	RESOLVED

noted

	
	
	

	5)
	Colonel William Llewellen Palmer Educational Charity
	Advisory Panel

	
	Minutes of meeting held on 10th July
	RESOLVED  noted

	
	
	

	6)
	Adriano Carlucci
	Rialto Ristorante

	
	Application for licence 
	RESOLVED No objections

	
	
	

	7)
	Pippa McVeigh Community Safety Officer
	Anti Social Behavior Count

	
	Request for statistics for 10th September 03
	clerk sent 4 responses from herself, no others received RESOLVED  noted

	
	
	

	8)
	Janet Gascoigne A2B Project
	Achievements to date

	
	Request for funding towards costs which are likely to be £4000 a year
	RESOLVED to ask again for figures of actual usage

	
	Details of Opening Hours and all is now well at Youth Centre
	RESOLVED

noted

	
	
	

	10)
	Mrs Gwynne Browne
	Sponsor Bull Pit seat

	
	Offer of £500 towards a seat
	RESOLVED to accept

	
	
	

	11)
	Bradford on Avon Community Area Traffic Group
	Traffic Problems in the Bradford on Avon Community Area

	
	Letter seeking support of the council (copy enclosed)
	RESOLVED

To offer support and Chairman to send a letter


134.
Correspondence to Note

The correspondence was noted. 

135. Reports

a) Cllr Gillham reported that the Town does not want to lose any more employment land. The Chairman suggested that in collaboration with Cllr Feilding, an appropriate letter be sent to the Planning Department.

b) Cllr Feilding reported that he had attended a German Twinning Association meeting and that there was some disappointment that there was to be no official reception for the 35th anniversary visit to Bradford on Avon. He also advised that the Association would be applying for a grant.

c) Cllr Bowen reported that he had attended a Polish Twinning meeting in Trowbridge and that there would be a firework event on 8th Nov 03.

d) Cllr Bowen reported that he had attended a Five Town Initiative Steering Group Meeting with the clerk and had listened to Karol Jakubczyk, Senior Planning Policy Officer, WWDC, give an update of the progress of the Local Plan, Tim Martienssen give an update on Wiltshire Market Towns Initiative and Andrew Jack who has recently been appointed by the WMTP as a Community Profile Co-ordinator to help community areas carry out the Countryside Agency Health Check spoke about his role.

Cllr Michael Mounde the Economic Development Portfolio holder for WWDC and Chair of the 5 Towns Initiative Steering Group also spoke about the possibility of cuts to the Tourist Information Centres.

e) Cllr Sutton reported that the Fairfield Piggeries were causing a smell problem again but that the owner had been fined for failure to abate the nuisance. He asked for people to log complaints and forward them to Kate Bishop at WWDC.

f) Cllr Sutton further reported that he was keen for bulbs to be planted in the octagonal riverside garden and would like a letter requesting this to be sent to WWDC.

136.
Accounts for Payment

It was RESOLVED 

that the Town Council accounts having been checked by Cllr O’Callaghan with invoices and direct payments amounting to £25,014.35+ VAT be approved (attached to these minutes). The clerk advised that a further cheque had been drawn to the Tourism Association for their grant of £4550 but she would put this on the list for formal approval next month.

The meeting closed at 10.20 pm.

.

Minutes of the Bradford on Avon Town Council Meeting held on 30.09.03


