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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

Held at The Council Offices St Margaret’s Hall, St. Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon

on Tuesday 31st March 2009 at 7.00pm

Present

Town Council

Cllr S Allen

Cllr G Allison

Cllr A Craddock

Cllr M Hewson 

Cllr V Landell Mills

Cllr P Leach 

Cllr I Martindale

Cllr J Repton

Cllr P Skidmore (Chairman)

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Others Present

Cllr R Brown 

Jack Konynenburg (Footbridge Project Manager)

Apologies

Cllr L Coggan

Cllr S Fisher

217.  Minutes

The minutes of the meetings held on the 24th February 2009 and 10th March 2009 were approved as a correct record.

218.  Declarations of interest

Cllr Landell Mills declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 9 relating to Grant Application from the Bradford on Avon Life Saving Club as she is president.

219.  Matters Arising from the minutes

Minute 202 – The Beech Tree – The Chairman reported that celebration of the Beech tree to be removed in the Victory Field was successful and involved many children who were involved in poetry reading, singing and story telling.  Each child was given a chocolate ladybird and all seemed to enjoy it.

Minute 200 – Town Centre Parking Review – a letter from P J Harris Principal Traffic Engineer Wiltshire County Council had been circulated advising on the current parking proposals with regard to St Margaret’s Street.  It was noted that the 30 minute parking outside of the Grocery Basket would now remain and no changes are proposed.

220. Members of the Public  -  There were none.

221. Chairman’s Announcements  - The Chairman announced that he had attended the following events:

February 27th – Talk on Palestine in St Margaret’s Hall.

March 6th - Civic Reception to mark the end of West Wiltshire District Council held at Longleat House.

March 11th  – Gathering of children on the Victory Field to bid farewell to the Beech Tree.

March 13th  – Official opening of Edward Jones The Financial Centre in the Roundabout Shop.

March 23rd – Launch of a new pamphlet at the TIC and opening of the new shop.

March 24th  - Probus Lecture on Tugs towing and Salvage at Limpley Stoke Hotel.

March 27th – Civic Reception at Bowood Country Club to mark the end of the term of office of the Chairman of Wiltshire County Council.

222.Minutes of the Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes and decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the under mentioned committees and Working Groups be noted. 

Planning & Town Development Committee
10th February 2009



Planning & Town Development Committee 
 3rd March 2009 




Finance and General Purposes Committee
10th March 2009



St Margaret’s Hall Working Group 

20th March 2009





Leisure Youth & Arts Committee


24th March 2009








The Clerk raised an issue with regards to the Leisure Youth & Arts Committee minute 61iii) advising that the committee under delegated powers had agreed a grant of £1000 towards feasibility of the Lamb Yard Project.  She also advised that the Council were yet to consider whether the Arts Group should proceed with the Vaults project without the TIC.  It was RESOLVED that the grant should be paid for the feasibility as this would be required, whatever the use of the building and that a letter be sent to the Lamb Yard Project inviting them to the next Council meeting to present their proposals for consideration.





223.Foot/Cycle bridge 

Jack Konynenburg presented the current proposals with regard to the foot/cycle bridge design and explained the process leading to this design which he advised, should be within budget and would be a modern design complimenting the Town Bridge.  He advised that negotiations were taking place with the planners and there was some room for compromise, but the planners accept that their concerns could be balanced by regeneration benefits which will be determined through consultation as part of the planning application.   The proposal was to present the design for initial public consultation on the 14th April as work in progress showing the design in general terms and describing what still is to be done and when consultation will commence. Positive comments were made regarding the design and it was RESOLVED to accept the proposal for the current design to be presented at the Annual Town Meeting.

224.Finance & General Purposes Committee – The minutes of the meeting held on the 10th March 2009 had been circulated.
i)
It was RESOLVED to agree the recommendation of the committee in respect of the section S137 grants being as follows: 

 
1st Bradford on Avon Scouts Group - £250


Wessex MS Therapy Centre - £100


Castle Gardens Preschool Playgroup - £250

ii)
It was RESOLVED  to agree the recommendations of the committee to grant £100 to the Strips Bluebell project from the grants by power budget.

iii)
The grant application from the Bradford on Avon Life Saving Club was considered, this could not be decided at the Finance & General Purposes Committee due to the meeting not being quorate.  The grant application was considered and it was RESOLVED to grant £300 to the Bradford on Avon Life Saving Club.
iv)
Twinning Grants – It was RESOLVED to agree the recommendation of the committee to grant £500 to the French Twinning Association being £200 from 2008/09 and £300 from 2009/10.  

225. Christmas Lights – A letter from the Chamber of Commerce had been circulated requesting the Town Council to take over the responsibility for the Christmas lights.  A further letter had been received from Mouchel advising that due to wilful damage to the lighting installed on the Town Bridge and the susceptibility of the structure attachments to additional loading, no approval can be given for attachments until independent testing is undertaken.  It was RESOLVED to reply to the Chamber of Commerce advising that we were awaiting a report from Mouchel concerning the susceptibility of the Town Bridge structure for supporting the lights and also requesting representatives of the Chamber attend the next Riverside and Public Areas meeting to discuss possibilities for arranging the Christmas lights this year.

226. Victory Field Pavilion – 

i)
The quote for replacing the gutters and down pipes on the Pavilion in the sum of £660 was considered.  It was RESOLVED to agree for the work to be carried out using unspent funds vired from cost code 476 – General Maintenance (£450) and cost code 480 – Church Yard Contingency (£210).  

ii)
It was RESOLVED to ratify the decision taken by the Clerk to instruct emergency repairs to the vandalised pavilion and shed doors and locks in the sum of £460 and to vire funds from the unspent Community Planning budget cost code 91 to cover this cost as the maintenance budget was spent.

227. Annual Town Meeting 14th April 2009 @ 7.30 p.m. – The final agenda had been circulated and it was RESOLVED to agree it.  

228. Bradford on Avon Community Area Partnership - Cllr Landell Mills reported on the meeting held on the 9th March advising that Community Plans should be reviewed when the Community Area Board is set up.  She advised that there was a shortage of representatives for the Arts and Housing themes.  

229. Quality Council and Power of Well Being – 

i)
It was noted that the Town Council’s Quality Town Council status expires in November 2009 and being proposed by Cllr Hewson and seconded by Cllr Landell Mills with all in favour RESOLVED that the Town Council should submit its application to renew the Quality Council status.

ii)
Power of Well being – It was noted that 80% of members must be trained before the power can be used.  With all in favour it was RESOLVED to agree that the Clerk should arrange a training course with the aim of all members attending.
230. Vacancy for Town Councillor – It was noted that David Bolwell resigned on the 16th March 2009 and consideration was given to the Town Council calling for an election.  The Clerk advised that a member of the public had expressed an interest in being co-opted and details had been obtained.  It was RESOLVED not to request an election and to wait to see if 10 electors requested one.  The Clerk advised that notices were on the notice board and on the website.

231. New Computer Equipment -  It was RESOLVED to ratify the decision taken under delegated powers by the Clerk to purchase new computer equipment and software to replace outdated and worn out equipment total cost £634.41.

232. St Margaret’s Hall Working Group - 

i) 1919  Plan of Interior – It was noted that a plan had been presented to the St Margaret’s Hall Working Group by the daughter of the builder who had carried work on the original stage in 1919.  It was RESOLVED to arrange to scan the plan and obtain a framed copy for the Town Council Offices and the estimated cost of £150 and to give the original to the Museum.
ii) Boiler Quotes – Consideration was given to recommendations of the working group with regards to acceptance of the quote by a replacement energy efficient boiler in the sum of £9139.  Three quotes had been obtained.  It was RESOLVED to agree to the quote of £9139 and also for Cllr Leach to calculate the savings made in the bills.

iii) Next Meeting – It was noted that the next meeting of St Margaret’s Hall Working Group would be Friday 22nd May at 10.00 a.m

234. Correspondence for Consideration

	1
	Wiltshire Association of Local Councils
	Newsletter March 2009

	
	Copy enclosed
	Noted 

	
	
	

	2
	Chamber of Commerce
	

	
	Details of new committee
	Noted 

	
	
	

	3
	British Waterways
	Kennet & Avon Destination Panels

	
	A request for the Town Council to consider increasing its donation for the destination panel from £500 to £1,000 and reducing the contribution towards the bicentenary event celebrations from £1,000 to £500.  (This being the funds donated from the making of the film, Creation).  (copy enclosed).
	Suzie Mercer – RESOLVED with all but one in favour and one abstention. To reply advising that the original decision to donate £500 to the destination panel and a £1000 for local celebrations of the Anniversary of the Canal to remain. 

	
	
	

	4
	Age Concern/Wiltshire County Council /NHS Wiltshire
	Age No Barrier Week

	
	20th June – 26th June to raise the profile of older people.  Support requested by sponsoring or organizing an event.
	RESOLVED that Cllr Martindale should bring some proposals from the Senior Citizens Forum and apply for a grant if necessary.

	
	
	


235. Correspondence to note

The correspondence as listed was noted. 

236. District and County Councillor Reports – Cllr Repton reported that the Ex Station Master David Waldron had advised her that Network Rail will be installing a permanent disabled access on the Bath side platform.  

Cllr Martindale reported that she was pursuing the possibility of a graffiti wall with officers at the District Council. She also reported that the tree outside the Fat Fowl had still not been attended to and she was speaking to Jane Cole at Wiltshire County Council.  

Cllr Hewson reported that he had been on a committee regarding vulnerable people bed blocking and not necessarily living in the most suitable housing.  He suggested that the Senior Citizens Forum might write to the Primary Care Trust to ask for a speaker to address the Public on this subject. 

Cllr Hewson reported that although the PCT were putting more money into dental services but none was coming to Bradford on Avon.  Residents from Bradford had to travel further afield for National Health Service Dentists.  It was AGREED that a letter be sent from the Town Council to the PCT and Cllr Hewson to provide some statistics.

237. Reports – 

Cllr Leach reported that a positive Youth Council meeting had been held on Monday 30th March and a couple of projects were being considered.  

Cllr Landell Mills reported that she had attended the Wiltshire Music Centre on Sunday with a French Twinning event and the West Wilts Young Musicians. Cllr Fisher had made a speech in French to welcome them.  

Cllr Martindale reported that she had contacted British Waterways and had helped clean up the canal towpath as agreed at the last meeting.  She had also attended meetings at the Chamber of Commerce including their AGM and she had pursued the possibility of a Youth Café with the Cottage Co-operative.  She reported that there would be a meeting regarding this next Wednesday.

238. Accounts for payment – A list of accounts had been circulated by the Clerk and it was RESOLVED having been checked by Sheila Allen invoices and direct payments amounting to £24,387.02 + VAT and payroll amounting to £11,100.16 be approved. 

239. Private Business
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