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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL 

held at the council offices St Margaret’s Hall, St Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon,

on Tuesday 27th October 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

Present:

Town Council 

Cllr G Allison

Cllr J Brown

Cllr A Craddock

Cllr M Hewson

Cllr V Landell Mills

Cllr P Leach

Cllr I Martindale - (Chairman)

Cllr J Potter

Cllr J Repton

Mrs D Holmes - Town Clerk

Others Present:

Roger Andrews

Douglas Philips

Derek Glover

Norman Hore

Debbie Stupples
G Milward-Oliver 

Margaret Hore

Darius Mehta

James Heffer

Richard Craft

Claire Hogg

David Moss

Michael Wilmot

Sheila Day

Rosemary Brown

Nick Nicholls

Chris Steele

Davina Dallas


John Grose

Jacquie Knight

Marilyn Maundrell


Kate Nottage

Trevor Tees

Lloyd Stephens


Norman Ley

Cyril Bircher

Mike Burrows


Andrew Lowth

Duncan Hames

H Hazel


Chris Hogg

John Carter

Roger Andrews, Chairman of the German Twinning Association) presented to the Mayor and the Council the gift from Frau Barbara Schlag, the Mayor of Norden  in celebration of forty years between Bradford on Avon and Norden.   The Mayor responded and advised that she would be writing a letter of thanks to the Mayor of Norden.

128. Apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllr S Fisher, Cllr P Skidmore and Cllr S Allen.

129. Minutes 

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meetings held on 29th September 2009.

130. Declarations of interest

i) Cllr Leach declared an interest in Agenda item 12 ii) in relation to the war medal; his interest being the printing of the material relating to the subject and in respect of his position as representative on the Bradford on Avon Museum

131. Matters arising from the minutes

i)
Minute 110 – Twinning Working Group Meeting 
The Chairman reported that a meeting had been held with the three twinning groups and several Councillors and the Clerk.  Many misunderstandings had been cleared up at the meeting and a further meeting had been planned for November 27th.  It was agreed that stronger links should be forged.  She explained that the last three Mayors of Bradford on Avon had not been told about being President of the German Twinning Society and Town Council did not have possession of the Charters.  Copies had been requested from the French and German Twinning Associations who were obtaining copies.  The proposal had been made at that meeting to include the addition of reference to ‘Twinning’ on the green and white town signs and possibly a plaque on the wall of the Octagonal Garden.  These proposals were to be considered by the next Riverside and Public Areas Working Group before being considered by the Full Council.  She thanked all for attending.

ii)
Minute 120 The Town Gathering 

The Chairman reported that the Town Gathering on the 9th October had been a joyous occasion and an opportunity to thank the town’s volunteers.

iii)
Minute 124 Councillors’ surgeries



It was noted that these were to be held on the first Friday of every month at various locations, commencing on November 6th in the Library from 6.00 to 8.00 p.m.  It was agreed  that Cllr Potter and Cllr Landell Mills would be available with the Chairman joining them later on.

The meeting was adjourned and standing orders suspended to accept questions and comments from members of the public.  

Public Session  

Darius Mehta addressed the Town Council about the finances of the Tourist Information Association advising that there would be a deficit of £2,000 in this current year and without grants, £16,000 in the following year.  He advised that the association was trying to increase income from other sources.

Debbie Stupples explained about activities of the Tourism Association including membership packages, guided tours, increased footage of shelves.  She also explained about the fundraising to replace lead stolen from the roof.  In answer questions Darius confirmed that reserves were £60,000 being 3½ years funding, should no grant be received.  He also explained that they were locked into a lease for 7 years.  Rent was the largest of their expenditure followed by salaries.  He also explained that members were charged a fee for being in the guide and 10% of any bookings made through the TIC. 

The Chairman read out a letter from Jonathon Hewitt in support of the Town Council’s proposals for a footbridge.  Mr Hewitt was unable to attend the meeting in person.  

Kate Nottage addressed the Town Council on behalf of the Bradford Bridge Concern Group (BBC) explaining about the leaflet which had been delivered to many homes with 902 responses.  808 objecting to the design proposed by the Town Council. 

Trevor Tees on behalf of the BBC group expressed concern that the Council had not implemented any delay as a result of the survey and advised that the Council should satisfy themselves as to the level of support.

Norman Ley on behalf of the BBC group referred to a table which he had produced comparing  costs of other bridges, he thought the bridge should be functional and simple.  

Christine Steele on behalf of the BBC group stated that the surveys by their group and the Preservation Trust had made it clear that residents wanted another design and expressed again the dislike of the Town Council’s design and concern over the cost.  

Derick Glover liked the design but not in the historic setting in view of the strength of opposition he asked the Town Council not to submit the planning application until further consultation.

Sheila Day commented that the Town Council should be congratulated and expressed a view that this was an opportunity to leave a special outstanding legacy and she strongly supported the design.

Chris Hogg advised that he had lived in the town for 2 years he had not received the BBC group flyer but had seen the article in the Gudgeon, which was in his view, biased.  He considered the Town Council’s proposal to be outstanding.  Historic towns should be forward looking, the bridge would open up Kingston Mill site and the crossing would help pedestrians.

Lloyd Stephens expressed concern regarding the funding particularly if the Council committed to a long term loan.

James Heffer expressed the view that Towns were best when punching above their weight and he thought this was such an occasion.  He thought the design was excellent and congratulated the Town Council.

David Moss spoke in connection with the Wiltshire Council’s proposal Cycle Network.  As Chairman of the Historic Core Zone he was concerned that the cycle route would result in more traffic signs and road markings and questioned the need for a cycle network within the Historic Core Zone.  The Chairman responded that Wiltshire Council had been made aware of the Historic Core Zone proposals and every effort would be made to ensure that plans did not conflict.  

John Carter for the Preservation Trust advised that Preservation Trust members were in favour of an alternative bridge and wanted to work with the Council to look more closely at an alternative design.  He maintained that an independent engineer should look at the design.   He gave the results of the Preservation Trusts’ survey at 56% of members had responded 42 supporting the cable stay and 242 supporting an alternative with 10 abstentions.  

John Grose spoke regarding bridge designs in Holland which were magnificent in the right setting but he felt a modern design was inappropriate for an historic town.  

Richard Craft spoke in favour of the Town Council’s footbridge design which was confident bold and imaginative.  He noted that improvements had been made as a result of the consultation and he sought the Town Council’s reassurance that the footbridge will go ahead.
132.Chairmans Announcements

The Chairman reported that she had attended an Area Board Meeting at Limpley Stoke Parish Hall.  The judging of the New Business Award for the Chamber of Commerce fundraising event for the Tourist Information Centre, the Town Gathering, the Lions ( South District) Thanks Giving, Age Concern AGM, celebrating their 60th Anniversary.  Gilad with Strings at the Music Centre, the RELATE AGM and Climate Friendly 3:50 event which was one of hundred events held on the same day celebrated world wide.

in view of the number of members of public in connection with Footbridge Item the Chairman brought forward this item.

133.The Footbridge 

Cllr Landell Mills summarised to that the Town Council had resolved on the 28th July 2009 to instruct Mark Lovell Design Engineers to prepare a planning application and when the plan is registered it will go on public display.  She explained some additional plans had been requested by the Planning Authority, prior to registration.  She summarised the consultation process so far and advised that letters of support had been received.

Cllr Hewson spoke at length condemning the BBC survey and their proposal. Voices were raised and the Chairman twice requested that Cllr Hewson, who was standing should sit down. Cllr Hewson continued and an objection was raised by Cllr Leach to the fact that Cllr Hewson was not addressing the agenda item. Cllr Leach proposed that the meeting be adjourned and standing orders suspended, this was seconded by Cllr Brown and it was RESOLVED to adjourn the meeting and suspend standing orders to allow Cllr Hewson to speak. Cllr Hewson continued with statistics explaining why the Bradford Bridge Concern’s proposal was not in his view viable. The meeting reconvened. 

Cllr Landell Mills in response to a question regarding cost and funding advised that a detail funding plan could not be made until a design was available.  She also reported that she had received intimidating letters at home and she hoped that this would not continue.  

It was RESOLVED to note that the planning application had been submitted but that Wiltshire Council Planning Department had requested more drawings.  It was noted that the application fee was £170 and it was agreed that arrangements for displaying the plans would be made as soon as the planning application was complete.

134.Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes and decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the under mentioned committees and working groups were noted and ratified:

Planning & Town Development Committee

22nd September 2009 

St Margaret’s Hall  Working Group 


2nd October 2009

Leisure Youth & Arts Committee



6th October 2009

Finance & General Purposes Committee


20th October 2009

Planning & Town Development Committee

13th October 2009

135.Bradford on Avon Cycle Network

Consideration was given to the recommendation of the Town Management Committee to support Wiltshire Council’s proposals for the Bradford on Avon Cycle Network.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Council should support the Wiltshire Council proposals for the Bradford on Avon Cycle Network to go forward for public consultation subject to further investigation for suitable routes in particular the routes to the North West of the town, and that these plans should be linked in with the Historic Core Zone and to ensure that they work together and to avoid increase in signage. 

136.Town Council Conference 24th October

It was generally felt that the Town Council Conference held on the 24th October was very worthwhile particularly in relation to the budget process.  

137.Finance & General Purposes Committee

a)
Grants
It was RESOLVED to agree the recommendations of the committee to grant the following under Section 137:


Splitz




£500


Woodland Tots



£400


Group 5



£500


Climate Friendly Bradford 

£167


Dorothy House Hospice Care

£400

With regard to the request from West Wiltshire Interfaith Group the Chairman proposed that a grant be made but having no further support it was also RESOLVED to make no grant.  It was also RESOLVED to make to no grant to the West Wilts Human Rights Alliance.

b)
Receipts and Payments 2009/10


It was RESOLVED to note that no issues were raised with regards the current year’s expenditure.

c)
The Budget 2010/11
The draft 2 budget was considered as proposed by the Finance & General Purposes Committee and draft 3 budget was tabled including amendments discussed at the Town Council Conference.  It was to make the following changes: 

- to bring the Vaults earmarked reserves into General Reserves contributing £5,830

- to reduce the Historic Buildings Conservation grant by a further £5,000

- to reduce the Arts grant by £2,000

- to reduce the Community Planning contribution by £1,000


-to reduce the Web Site contribution by £3,000


and 

- to reduce the Rugby contribution by £2,000 and 

to increase revenue estimates for St Margaret’s Hall by £7,917 assuming it does not close for improvements if the project is deferred

These changes resulted in a percentage increase over last year of  7.16% at current band d rates, equating to 12p per week per household and it was RESOLVED that an aim should be made to make further reductions and defer the budget to the November Town Council meeting.

d)
Policies for Quality Council Status
i)
It was RESOLVED to agree recommendations of the committee and adopt the following draft policies (as attached):


The Training Statement of Intent and the Community Engagement Strategy


ii)
Democracy and Citizenship
It was RESOLVED to agree the recommendations of the committee in respect of evidence to be produced including the following:

· Councillor surgeries

· Invitation to the public to attend Council meetings

· Public meetings on particular projects as required

· Preference for elected members

· Councillors engage with public in their political role

· Promotion of the council

· Participation in Local Democracy week

· Liaison with Wiltshire Council through the Area Board

138. Remembrance Day Service 8th November2009

i) Details of the service had been circulated showing a 10.15 a.m start at Holy Trinity Church.  Members agreed to meet at 10.00 a.m.   The Mayor is to lay a poppy wreath and Cllr Leach volunteered to lower the flag.

ii) War Medals

It was noted that 17 First World War medals kept by the Bradford on Avon Town Council but never issued due to recipients not returning after war had been lodged for safe keeping at the museum.  It was proposed by Cllr Leach and seconded by Cllr Craddock and with all in favour RESOLVED that the museum should retain safe keeping of the medals and also authorise the museum to issue the medals to surviving families.  Cllr Leach explained that research was being done to track down the families by Jonathan Falconer and use the publicity for the museum.  

139.Christmas Opening Hours

Suggested opening hours had been circulated and it was proposed by Cllr Landell Mills that an amendment be made to close at midday on Christmas Eve.  With all in favour it was RESOLVED that the opening hours should be:


Thursday 24th December - Christmas Eve open to the public from 10.00 – 12.00 then close

Friday 25th December  Christmas Day - closed 

Monday 28th December in lieu of Boxing Day – closed

Tuesday 29th December - statutory day closed

Wednesday 30th December – open to the public from 10.00 – 12.00

Thursday 31st December – statutory day closed

Friday 1st January 2010 – New Years Day closed

Monday 4th January 2010 – Open as normal working hours

140. Land on Tory

It was RESOLVED to ratify the decision taken under delegated powers by the clerk to arrange maintenance of the land on Tory.  The cost being £960 + VAT for 2 days with 3 man team.

141.Market Towns meeting with Wiltshire Council on 9th October

The Chairman reported that the Clerk and herself had attended this meeting minutes of which had been circulated to all members.  The Clerk reported that statistics had been presented at that meeting showing that only 10% of the population of Wiltshire regularly used the sports facilities, however ‘regular’ meant more than once a week, therefore those using the facility once a week would not be included in those statistics.  It was RESOLVED that the Town Council should write to Wiltshire Council asking for a commitment that Bradford on Avon pool is not at risk.  

142.Town Council website

The Clerk reported that the website considerably oudated and a quote had been obtained from the Town Council’s IT support for the production of a new website.  She suggested that the quote should be considered under Private Business.

143. Town Map
It was noted that the Town Map and map case on the Town Bridge had now been replaced at a cost of £930 to which Rotary had kindly donated, £465. RESOLVED to send a letter of thanks to Rotary.

144. Fire Safety Training for St Margaret’s Staff

It was RESOLVED to ratify the Clerk’s action to book the Hall Manager and his Assistant on a Fire Safety Training Course at a cost of £82 each.  

145.Correspondence for consideration
This correspondence is available for perusal at the office one-week prior and subsequent to the meeting.
	1
	Trowbridge Town Council
	Sports Coaching Apprentice Scheme

	
	See enclosed
	The Chairman to investigate further into this matter.

	
	
	

	2
	Kennet & Avon Canal Trust
	Retiring President Sir Anthony Durrant

	
	Collection- details for contributions
	Noted 

	
	
	

	3
	Patrick Scarborough
	Loss of Vaults for Community Use

	
	Suggestion  regarding compensation from developer
	Noted and a reply to be sent.

	
	
	

	4
	Judith Holland
	Church Street Party

	
	Copy of letter to WC about the effect of the change to the licence
	Cllr Hewson reported that he understands this was as a result of changing Government Legislation and was noted.

	
	
	

	5
	Bryan Earp, Treasurer of Mount Pleasant Centre
	Thanks for grant

	
	Financial support appreciated and request for council to look favourably on future support
	Noted.

	
	
	

	6
	Society of Local Council Clerks 
	Regional SW Conference 3rd December near Cirencester Cost £49

	
	Consider who would like to attend
	It was RESOLVED that the Chairman and the Clerk should attend.

	
	
	

	7
	British Waterways
	Handrail on steps up to canal in country park

	
	Handrail should be replaced by end of November
	Noted.

	
	
	

	8
	Wiltshire Council
	Road Closures for Annual Events

	
	Details of annual events requested so that highway works can be co-ordinated
	Noted.


146.Correspondence to note

The correspondence as listed was noted.

147.Wiltshire Council 

i) No report from Cllr Hewson

ii) Cllr Allison reported that she had attended the Area Board at Limpley Stoke on the 30th September and that grant application information had been given out.  It was noted that the next Area Board meeting was to be on the 11th November at St Margaret’s Hall.

148.Reports 


Cllr Repton reported that she understood that Taxi drivers had been complaining about the lack of spaces for the Taxis but there were extra spaces behind the bus stop near the Georgian Wine Lodge.

Cllr Allison reported that she had had a meeting with the Chairman, the Clerk and Ian Brown (WC) in connection with transfer of assets, but it was understood now that no action would likely to be taken until 2012 as contracts were in place regarding ground maintenance.

Cllr Brown reported that a member of the public had complained about lack of visibility exiting in Church Street when turning right down to the mini roundabout and it was suggested the Historic Core Zone Group be made aware of this.

Cllr Brown reported that there was no waste bin near the Grocery Basket.  It was suggested that Wiltshire Council be asked to move the bin located near to Rowlands towards the Grocery Basket.

Cllr Potter reported that the stone throwing from the Scout Hut continued but that it had at last been established that the car park was the responsibility of Wiltshire Council.

Cllr Landell Mills reported that she had attended a Wiltshire Association of Local Council meeting on the 7th October in Devizes and at the same time the Community First AGM.  

The Chairman reported that the Fitness Suite would be opening on the Trading Estate on November 14th and the sessions initially would be £5 each.  

The Clerk reported that vandalism had been experienced on the Victory Field with the roller being taken out of the shed and damage had resulted to the shed door.  She had accepted an estimate under delegated powers to repair the doors for the sum of £300 + VAT.  

The Clerk further reported that Kidd boilers were seeking additional payment of £1,043. 92  + VAT for extra work to ensure that the boiler fitted.  The Clerk advised Kidd’s had carried out their own survey and that she intended to reply refusing to pay.  Legal advice may need to be sought should further demands be made. 

149.Accounts for payment

A list of accounts had been circulated and It was RESOLVED having been checked by Cllr Allison, invoices and direct payments amounting to £10,449.94 + VAT and payroll amounting to £10,409.91 be approved.

It was RESOLVED under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of staff and matters for which is not appropriate to release details now to be discussed that the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

Private Business

The meeting ended at 10.05 p.m.

DH/VB

Full Council Minutes 27.10.09

