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MINUTES OF THE BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

held at The Council Offices, St Margaret’s Hall, St Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon,

on Tuesday 26th May 2009 at 7.00 p.m.

Present:

Town Council 

Cllr S Allen

Cllr G Allison

Cllr A Craddock

Cllr S Fisher

Cllr M Hewson 

Cllr V Landell Mills

Cllr P Leach

Cllr I Martindale (Chairman)

Cllr J Repton

Cllr P Skidmore

Cllr J Brown (Co-opted at this meeting)

Cllr J Potter (Co-opted at this meeting)

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Others Present:

Iain Forbes (Co-option candidate)

Gerald Milward-Oliver (Economic Development Consultant)

Richard Craft (Climate Friendly)

Jane Laurie (Climate Friendly)

Victoria Ashford (Press)

David Gregory (BOACAP)

David Gregory addressed the Town Council about the Bradford on Avon Community Area Partnership.  He explained that the Community Area was expanding to include Staverton and Wingfield and would therefore be the town plus eight villages.  He explained that the Community Area Board was the decision making body for the Unitary Council whereas the Community Area Partnership was an open forum for community planning and involvement, intending to involve many members of the community working in partnership to identify key issues, seek solutions and find the most appropriate means of delivering them.  Mr Gregory reported that Caroline Pellow was employed as secretary to the Community Area Partnership but otherwise members were volunteers.  He expressed some concern at the expectations of the Community Area Partnership as detailed in papers circulated with the agenda.  He advised that the AGM of the co-ordinating group was planned for the 15th June.  The co-ordinating group consisted of 16 people and he commented that one Town Council representative was required. After some questions the Chairman thanked Mr Gregory for his presentation.

Jane Laurie from Climate Friendly Bradford on Avon outlined a plan for Bradford on Avon to make a commitment to becoming carbon neutral by 2050 and asked the Town Council for its support in principle.  She asked that the Town Council join Climate Friendly as a lead partner, sign the agreement and provide a contact person.  The Chairman thanked Jane Laurie for her presentation and asked that the matter be put on a future agenda for consideration.  Cllr Landell Mills agreed for the item to be included on the next Town Management agenda on the 2nd June.

The following potential co-optees presented their applications to join the Town Council.  Jonathan Brown, Iain Forbes and John Potter.  Apologies had been received from Ambrose Stickney who could not be present.  After questions, the Chairman thanked the applicants for their presentations and advised that the voting would take place for co-option later in the agenda.

19. Apologies

No apologies were received.

20. Minutes

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Annual Town Council Meeting held on the 12th May 2009 with one alteration to replace Cllr Skidmore as the representative of Pubwatch with Cllr Janet Repton.

21. Declarations of Interest
None.

22. Matters Arising from the Minutes

i) Minute 242i. Christmas Lights

It was noted that a joint working group meeting with the Chamber of Commerce, TIC and Town Council will take place on 1st June 2009 at 10.00 a.m.

ii) Minute 255 Town Council Website and Office IT

The Town Clerk reported that the new IT equipment had been successfully installed and email addresses and web site addresses changed.  She reported that delegated powers to herself in consultation with the retiring Chairman had resulted in acceptance of quote for Managed Support for £175 per quarter with 3D Computers Systems and the option of the backup tape had been chosen on the basis of cost.  The tape drive being £355 and the software £195.  The Clerk advised that under delegated powers she had approved upgraded Professional Software costing £300 and that the Assistant’s Clerk computer required replacement at a cost of £229.  Cllr Landell Mills proposed Cllr Repton seconded and with all in favour it was RESOLVED to agree the additional costs and decisions taken under delegated powers by the Town Clerk.

23.
Members of the Public


There were none.

24. Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman announced that she had attended two events since becoming Mayor.  The first being on 13th May at United Church to celebrate the launch of the Hope Debt Advisory Service and the second being on Saturday 23rd May at Sainsbury’s to celebrate 140 years of business.  The Chairman reported that both events included cutting a cake.

25.
Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes and decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the under mentioned committees and working groups be noted and ratified.

Planning & Town Development Committee
21st April 2009

Planning & Town Development Committee
5th May 2009

26.
Co-option of members to the Town Council 

The two vacant seats had been advertised in the Wiltshire Times on the notice boards and the Town Council’s website.  Four written applications had been received which had been circulated to members in advance of the meeting.  The applications were from Ambrose Stickney, Jonathan Brown, Iain Forbes and John Potter.  All applicants wished to be considered for either the North or South Ward.  Members were asked to note standing order 37 which detailed the voting procedure.  It was proposed by Cllr Fisher and seconded by Cllr Landell Mills and RESOLVED to vote by signed ballot.

i) North Ward

The Clerk issued ballot papers and members were asked to select one candidate as their preferred choice for representation of the North Ward.  Voting papers were collected and counted by the Clerk and Chairman.  Votes were as follows:

John Potter


8

Ambrose Stickney 

1

Iain Forbes


1

With a clear majority it was RESOLVED to select John Potter as member representing the North Ward.

ii) South Ward

Ballot papers were issued and members were asked to select their preferred candidate out of the remaining three.  The votes were counted by the Clerk and Chairman and the results were as follows:

Jonathan Brown 

8

Ambrose Stickney

1

Iain Forbes 


1

With a clear majority it was RESOLVED to select Jonathan Brown as member representing the South Ward.

iii) Declarations of Acceptance of Office of Co-opted Members

Jonathan Brown and John Potter signed the Declaration of Acceptance of office, which was witnessed by the Town Clerk, and both Co-opted members joined the Town Council at the table.  The Chairman welcomed the Councillors’ Potter and Brown to the Town Council and asked if they had any declarations of interest in remaining items on the agenda.   No declarations were received.

27.
Income and Expenditure Accounts 2008/09
a)
The Internal Auditor’s report from Mrs D Lindsey had been circulated and congratulations on the Town Council’s Financial Management were noted.   It was proposed by Cllr Fisher seconded by Cllr Allen and with all in favour RESOLVED to accept the Internal Auditor’s report and note that there were no issues.


b)
The Draft Accounts


The Draft Accounts had been circulated and were presented by the Town Clerk.  

It was proposed by Cllr Craddock and seconded by Cllr Fisher and with all in favour RESOLVED to approve the Draft Accounts for the year 2008/09.

c)
The Annual Return



The Annual Return had been circulated with the agenda.  The Statement of Accounts and the Annual Governance Statement were considered.  It was proposed by Cllr Fisher and seconded by Cllr Craddock and with all in favour RESOLVED to approve the Statement of Accounts and to answer Yes to all the questions in section 2 – The Annual Government Statement and to approve the Annual Return for 2008/09.

28.
St Margaret’s Hall 


i)
Acoustic Survey



The Chairman of the Working Group, Cllr Landell Mills reported that the acoustic survey had now been carried out and that it had concluded that much could be done to improve the sound quality in the hall by the erection of acoustic panels.  Samples were circulated.  The cost would be in the region of £21,000.  Cllr Landell Mills explained that the report would be passed onto the architect chosen to take forward the project and quotes from architects were currently being obtained.  It was RESOLVED to note that the acoustic survey showed that the sound could be improved and that architects were now being considered.


ii)
Boiler
The Clerk advised that since receiving the quotes for the new boiler, prices had increased and the quote chosen originally was now slightly less than the second choice.  The Clerk has been to both companies to confirm their new figures and quotes were now as follows: 

Westex Heating 

Hamworthy Purewell
£9,600 + VAT

Linden Portway 


Kidd Boiler 

£9,755 +VAT

As the quotes were so close it was decided that the most energy efficient boiler should prevail.  Statistics on technical data were difficult to compare and it was RESOLVED to delegate the power to the Clerk in consultation with Cllr Hewson to choose the best boiler of the two.

iii) 
Moss on the Roof


It was noted that the contractor had taken much longer to clear the moss than originally anticipated, resulting in additional invoice of £720.  The Clerk explained that the contractor had taken a loss, working for 7 days but charging for 4 in clearing the moss and after consideration it was proposed by Cllr Landell Mills seconded by Cllr Allison and with all in favour RESOLVED to agree to pay the additional amount.

29. 
Recycling of Office Waste

Cllr Landell Mills advised that the Council has recently increased the loft installation and were to replace the boiler with a more energy efficient type and suggested that the office investigated means of recycling paper.  After some discussion it was RESOLVED that the Clerk should bring back suggestions for recycling to the next meeting.

30.
Town Council Insurance Renewal 


It was noted that the Town Council’s five-year contract with Zurich was due to expire on 31st May 2009.  The Clerk reported that she had been trying to obtain alternative quotes from the other two companies specialising in Council Insurance.  Despite several weeks of negotiations one company had requested an inspection due to proximity to the river and had advised that this could not be carried out in time for the renewal.  The second company was still working on the quote and a figure was awaited.  The Clerk had also obtained quotations from Zurich for one, three and five year costs of renewal.  The five-year cost making a significant saving per year.  It was proposed by Cllr Fisher seconded by Cllr Craddock and with all in favour RESOLVED to delegate to the Town Clerk to choose the cheapest most suitable available quote in the time available. 

31.
Annual Report


The Annual Report had been circulated with the Agenda.  It was proposed by Cllr Fisher seconded by Cllr Skidmore and with all in favour it was RESOLVED to accept the Annual Report for distribution.   

32.
Town Council Conference 2009

It was proposed by Cllr Leach and seconded by Cllr Landell Mills and with all in favour RESOLVED to reappoint Jack Martin Leith as facilitator at the Town Council conference on the 24th October 2009 for a fee of £300 plus travel expenses.

33.
Seminar by The Prince’s Foundation for the Built Environment on the 14th May 2009


It was proposed by Cllr Leach and seconded by Cllr Fisher and with all in favour RESOLVED to pay for the attendance of the Economic Development Consultant at this seminar in the sum of £109.25.

34.
Five Towns Initiative Funding 


A letter had been circulated from Alistair Cunningham, Service Director of Economy & Enterprise for Wiltshire Council advising that approximately £75,000 had been transferred from West Wiltshire District Council and was being held in an ‘earmarked’ budget for the Footbridge but that any further funding would need to be allocated through the Area Board.  The Clerk explained that this had implications regarding Economic Development, which would be considered later under private business.

35.
Correspondence for Consideration 

This correspondence is available for perusal at the office one-week prior and subsequent to the meeting.
	1
	Wiltshire Association of Local Councils
	Newsletter May 2009

	
	Copy enclosed
	Noted 

	
	
	

	2
	Ann Wilmot from Keevil
	Town Signs

	
	Concern that reference to twinning towns has been removed
	RESOLVED for the Clerk to reply to Mrs Wilmott detailing the reasons for the decision on the Town’s signs.

	
	
	

	3
	Valerie Smith French Twinning Association
	Town Signs

	
	Request for supplementary twinning signs
	RESOLVED for the Clerk to reply to Valerie Smith detailing the reasons for the decision on the Town’s signs.

	
	
	


36.
Correspondence to note


The correspondence as listed was noted.

37.
County Councillor Reports


Cllr Hewson reported that he had attended the meeting of the Standards Board where he considered that most of the complaints regarding the conduct of Councillors’ were vexatious.  Cllr Hewson also reported that a more efficient service was being provided by the Wiltshire Primary Care Trust both in terms of service and finances.

38.
Reports


The Clerk reported that Canon Bill Matthews would be retiring on the 7th June and it was agreed that a letter be sent thanking Canon Matthews for his contribution to the Town.

39. 
Accounts for payment 



A list of accounts had been circulated by the Clerk and it was RESOLVED having been checked by Cllr Sheila Alllen invoices and direct payments amounting to £10,913.15 + VAT and payroll amounting to £10,301.57 be approved.  


Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of staff and matters for which it is not yet appropriate to release details now to be discussed, it was RESOLVED that the public and press be excluded from the meeting.
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