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MINUTES OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

Held at The Council Offices St Margaret’s Hall, St Margaret’s Street

on Tuesday 24th November 2009 at 7pm

Present Town Council
Cllr S Allen

Cllr G Allison

Cllr J Brown

Cllr A Craddock

Cllr S Fisher

Cllr M Hewson

Cllr V Landell Mills

Cllr I Martindale (Chairman)

Cllr J Potter

Cllr J Repton

Cllr P Skidmore

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Others Present

William Frampton (Wiltshire Times)

Gerald Milward-Oliver – Economic Development Consultant

Christine Steele

Kate Nottage

Lloyd Stephens

Cyril Bircher

John Seekings

Marilyn Maundrell 

45. Apologies: Cllr P Leach

46. Minutes

The following changes were made to the draft minutes of the meeting held on the 27th October 2009. Minute 133. Delete the word to in the first line. Paragraph three line 2. replace the words until a design was available with the words Until planning permission has been given. Minute 142. Line 1 insert the word was after website.  A correction was also made to the spelling of a name of a member of the public in the Minute of 3rd November 2009. With those corrections it was RESOLVED that the minutes of both meetings be approved.
47. Declarations of interest

Cllr Hewson declared a prejudicial interest in item 10 - Core Strategy, as proposals might affect views from his home.  

48. Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute 148 – Reports -  Cllr Potter reported that a meeting was now planned with Wiltshire Council regarding the stone throwing problem at the Scout Hut.

49. Members of the Public

The meeting was adjourned and standing orders suspended to accept questions and comments from members of the public.

A member of the public expressed concern that public comments made in the previous meetings had not been minuted.  Cllr Hewson proposed that it be minuted at this meeting, that members of the public had expressed concern about using Mark Lovell Design Engineers to draw up the alternative Bridge Scheme due to potential impartiality.  It was AGREED that this could be minuted.  

Four more members of the public spoke in connection with the Footbridge, raising issues of detailed design regarding the landing on the Library side, procedure regarding the Town Council’s planning application, costs and funding for the bridge and the submission of the Council’s planning application.  

Councillors responded to the points.  

Gerald Milward Oliver (Economic Development Consultant) spoke in connection with the Performance Reward Grant Scheme applications for funding for the Town Plan and Communications Strategy.  He had received support from various groups and hoped that the Town Council would also submit a letter of support to assist the application.
50. Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman announced that she had attended the following events.   On 30th October with Cllr Skidmore the Warminster Mayor’s reception, the 31st October the Elblag Halloween gathering.  5th November the Citizens Advice Meeting, on the 8th November the Remembrance Day Service where she laid a wreath, 11th November a Wessex Business Lunch, 12th November Mayor’s Fundraising Fashion Show Event in Devizes, 14th November the opening of Fitness Unit (Body Tech) on the Treenwood Trading Estate, afternoon of the 14th November a meeting at St Margaret’s Hall of the Interfaith Group, 16th November a Rotary Dinner, 20th November a talk and a meal regarding medical support for Palestine.  She also had attended numerous meetings including Climate Friendly, Chamber of Commerce, Elblag Twinning, the Bradford Project, DC Leisure and Town Council meetings.  She reported that she had invited the Melksham Town Crier to open the Christmas Street Market on the 14th December.

51. Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes and decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the under mentioned Committees and Working Groups were noted and ratified.

Planning and Town Development Committee


3rd November 2009

St Margaret’s Hall Working Group



30th October 2009

Town Management Committee




10th November 2009

52.  St Margaret’s Hall

Cllr Landell Mills reported that Aaron Evans Architects are working on the plans for St Margaret’s Hall.  Feedback has been obtained from users and the plans will be presented at a meeting of the Working Group on the 4th December.  She reported that the timing of the Capital Projects was discussed at the Town Council Conference.  She proposed that the planning application proceed but a long lead time be required for additional consultation prior to progressing this project.  Cllr Hewson added that the Capital Programme consists of two projects – the Footbridge and St Margaret’s Hall and that the bridge was taking priority at the moment.  He added that we needed a clear operational plan for the hall once the planning permission had been obtained. This was seconded by Cllr Allison and with 9 in favour and with 2 abstentions it was RESOLVED that the planning application once approved by the Council be submitted and then to give preference to the Footbridge for the Capital Program and progress the St Margaret’s Hall project later than originally scheduled.  

53. Town Management Committee

Recommendations of the committee regarding the budget were considered and it was RESOLVED to defer  these to the discussion on the budget.  

54. The Core Strategy

Cllr Hewson having declared a prejudicial interest left the room.  Cllr Fisher reported on the Core Strategy meeting hosted by Wiltshire Council on the 19th November.  He reported that he was accompanied by Colin Johns and Gerald Milward Oliver.  The meeting was attended by various representatives from the Town Council from Local Parishes and other groups and the Working Group was chaired by an Officer of Wiltshire Council.  Various objectives were considered and members of the Working Group were asked to prioritise.  Three priorities were identified as:

- Climate Change

- Enhancing the Vitality and Viability of town centres

- Safe guarding and promoting a high quality built environment 

The proposal for the White Land on Moulton Estate was considered and Cllr Fisher advised that he and Cllr Landell Mills had been shown around the proposed site by Sean Moulton. Mixed use development was proposed here with a large factory. Colin Johns had circulated some comments which had been sent onto members and tabled.  Gerald Milward Oliver was preparing a paper with the draft response for the consideration by the Council.  Gerald Milward Oliver proposed that he draft the comments for the Town Council’s Planning Committee next Tuesday with a view to finally agreeing the comments at the Town Council meeting on the 15th December in order to meet the deadline.  Gerald Milward Oliver advised that he was awaiting the Wiltshire Council’s definition of the ‘dormitory town’ as there was disappointment that this definition of Bradford on Avon still remained despite battles with West Wiltshire District Council.  He considered the documents to be strategically positive with development on the Moulton site being preferential and with an emphasis on rebalancing economic growth in the town.  He felt that there were some inaccuracies and omissions regarding activities in the town, for example Climate Friendly input and would be addressing these in the comments.  He advised that with regard to the Moulton land a firm of architects had bee appointed to prepare a ground plan with consultation expected in the Spring.  A ‘Design Workshop’ was proposed and excellent professionals had been employed to oversee this development.  Members commented that the possible enlargement of the Treenwood Estate had not been mentioned in the document and that more sustainable transport should be considered.  Cllr Fisher advised that the group had been told that there would be no changes to the Green Belt and it was noted that transport issues were being dealt with by the Priority for People Groups.  It was RESOLVED to note that the Town Council would be considering the draft comments for submission at the next Council meeting.

55. The Footbridge

i) It was noted that the meeting with Mark Lovell and representatives from the Preservation Trust and Bradford Bridge Concern will be held on Wednesday 25th November at 2.00 p.m.

ii) Site Investigation Works

Consideration was given to three estimates for site investigation of works to include 27 m and 18 m bore holes on the north and south banks of the river respectively.  The quotes being 

a) £8302.00

b) £7950.00

c) £11,241.99

plus the possibility of a service tracing survey for £330 plus VAT.

After consideration of Mark Lovell Design services letter dated the 11th November ’09 with his recommendations it was proposed by Cllr Landell Mills seconded by the Chairman and with all in favour RESOLVED to follow the recommendations and choose the cheapest quote being

b) £7950.00 and also to instruct the services training survey for £330.00 + VAT.

56. The Budget 2010/11

Draft 4 budget had been circulated and the Clerk reported that she had received a letter from Wiltshire Council stating the new Band D figure was 3876.22 and that the precept request form was required by the 14th January 2010. 

With regards to the Town Management budget it was agreed that £5000 budgeted for £2009/10 was not going to be spent that this should be carried forward to the budget for 2010/11 with £4700 going towards Capital Projects and £300 towards towards the Kissing Gates in the Town Management budget.  It was agreed that the £1000 budgeted for ‘Unitary Implications’ the current year and for 2010/11 should be removed thus saving £2000.  

Members requested other items which could be reduced including line 120 – Hanging Baskets budget.  A suggestion was made that as Trowbridge had been successful in obtaining funding for their lights and hanging baskets from the Area Board that an application be made to the Bradford on Avon Area Board for funding.  Concern was expressed regarding the lack of funding for the Historic Buildings Conservation Committee and this was to be readdressed when more information was available.  It was RESOLVED to make the agreed changes and present the draft 5 budget to a Finance & General Purposes Committee for further suggestions before bringing it to the next Full Council meeting.

57. Councillors Surgeries

Cllr Potter reported that a few people turned up to the Councillors Surgeries session on the 6th November, he stated that he would like these to continue for a while longer to see how well they were used.  The next session is planned for Friday December 4th in the Library from 6.00. – 8.00 p.m.

58. Quality Council Fee

It was RESOLVED to note that the renewal application portfolio for quality council status is being prepared and that the fee is £235.

59. Interim Internal Audit

The internal audit report prepared on the 14th November 2009 by Mrs Lindsey had been circulated with the agenda.  It was proposed by Cllr Fisher and seconded by the Chairman and with all in favour RESOLVED to accept and note the report. 

60. Correspondence for Consideration

	1
	Wiltshire Association of Local Councils
	Newsletter October 2009

	
	Copy enclosed
	Noted 

	
	
	

	2
	BT Payphones
	Adopt a red telephone kiosk

	
	See attached
	After some discussion It was RESOLVED that the Council did not wish to consider adopting the telephone box but would refer the paperwork to the Preservation Trust.


61. Correspondence to note

The correspondence as listed was noted.

62. Wiltshire Council

Cllr Hewson reported that at the last Area Board Meeting on 11th November.  Climate Friendly Bradford gave a presentation announcing their British Gas Award where 100 local homes were to be insulated.  There was a presentation from Young People regarding their problems in particular children being turned away from buses.  Also Grant Applications had been considered from Gerald Milward Oliver relating to the Town Plan & Communications Strategy.  He commented that an elected body was needed to champion the grant applications and the Town Council should decide if it wished to back the proposals and if so to nominate a Cllr to champion them.  

Cllr Fisher as Chairman of Planning stated that we do need a Town Plan to compliment the Core Strategy process and ensure that there was clarity for future planning applications.  With all in favour it was RESOLVED that the Town Council supported the need for a Town Plan and for the Development  Trust to be the vehicle through which it is taken forward.  It was further RESOLVED that a letter should be sent from the Town Council reflecting this resolution.  

Gerald Milward Oliver also spoke about the Communications Strategy being an exercise in visual grammar giving the common approach towards the provision of information in the town.  He recognised that there was less support for this at this time and he agreed to withdraw his application and re-submit it next year.

Members discussed the poor quality of a presentation given by a Wiltshire Council Officer on Transport issues at the Area Board meeting. Cllr Hewson advised that he was taking this matter up and would in future check the presentations before they were made.

Cllr Hewson reported on a ‘work inspiration’ initiative which aimed to make work experience more interesting it was suggested that he approach the Chamber of Commerce in this regard.  

63. Reports

Cllr Fisher reported that he had been advised that a car was being parked on the grass verge at the bottom of Springfield Road at its junction of Holt Road but no vehicle number had yet been supplied.  A member of public was concerned that bulbs planted would be destroyed.

Cllr Potter reported that the railings to the steps up to the canal had been removed pending replacement.  He further reported that lorries turning right at Silver Street had dislodged 9 paving stones.  It was agreed that Clarence be notified and also Linden Homes and Wiltshire Council.

Cllr Skidmore reported that he would be attending the meeting at the Baptist Church at 12 o’clock on Friday 27th November.  He also advised that there would be a Community Safety meeting on 3rd December 2009 at 7.00 p.m. at the Police Station and ask the Clerk to notify the Staverton Parish Clerk.

Cllr Hewson reported that he had asked Wiltshire Council to investigate measures which could be taken to protect Westbury House which had recently once again had its wall demolished.

Cllr Repton reported that a letter had been sent to Lord Adonis regarding the disabled access to the railway station.  She also reported that having attended a Splitz meeting she wanted to pass on thanks to the Town Council for the £500 grant.

64. Accounts for payment

A list of accounts had been circulated.  The Clerk drew attention to the cheque for the projector to the Arts Café group advising that no bank account had been set up and therefore the cheque had been written to the applicant.  This was debated and it was RESOLVED that four representatives of the Art Café group should be asked to sign to say that they were aware of the application and happy for it to be paid to the applicant before the cheque was released.  It was RESOLVED that having been checked by Cllr Allen invoices and direct payments amounting to £32,614.49 + VAT and payroll amounting £11,231.24 be approved.  

‘Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960’ by reason of the confidential nature of staff and matters for which it is not yet appropriate to release details now to be discussed, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

Private Business

The meeting closed at 10.25p.m 

DH/VAB Full council Minutes 24.11.09


