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MINUTES OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

held at The Council Offices St Margaret’s Hall, St Margaret’s Street

on Tuesday 23rd March  2010 at 7pm

Present - Town Council
Cllr S Allen

Cllr G Allison

Cllr J Brown

Cllr A Craddock

Cllr S Fisher

Cllr M Hewson 

Cllr V Landell Mills

Cllr I Martindale (Chairman)

Cllr J Potter

Cllr P Skidmore

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Others Present

William Frampton – Wiltshire Times

Lloyd Stephens




Marilyn Maundrell

Norman Ley

Christine Steel

John Grose

131. Apologies: Cllr P Leach, Cllr J Repton

132. Minutes

With two minor corrections it was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of meeting held on the Tuesday 23rd February 2010.

133. Declarations of interest

Cllr Landell Mills declared a prejudicial interest in the item relating to the grant application from the Bradford on Avon Life Saving Club and advised that she would leave the room during the discussion on that item.
134. Matters Arising from the Minutes

Minute 123 Twinning Requests

The Chairman advised that she had received a letter of thanks from the Chair of the French Twinning Association - Vivienne Kynaston, and she was appreciative of the letter to which she had responded.  

135. The meeting was adjourned and Standing Orders suspended to accept questions or comments from members of the public.

A member of the public asked questions relating to the Town Clerk’s grant application to Wiltshire Council for a Performance Reward Grant and also asked how the Town Poll was to be advertised.  The Clerk answered the queries relating to the grant application and Cllrs responded advising that the Town Poll was not the Town Council’s Poll and it was to be organised by the Elections Office of Wiltshire Council.  Two more members of the public spoke in connection with the Poll and a further member of the public spoke in connection with concerns over the ‘Back the Bridge Campaign’.  He was advised that this was not a Town Council Campaign.  

The meeting reconvened.

136. Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman announced that she had attended a  ‘question time’ style meeting organised by the Senior Citizens Forum where issues relating to seniors were discussed by local candidates.  On 3rd March with other Town Councillors she attended a visit to the Bradford on Avon Museum.  On 3rd – 6th March she helped to receive representatives from Elblag on the official Twinning visit to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the twinning arrangement.  On the 7th March she attended an Interfaith gathering at Melksham and on the 13th March she officiated as Chairman of the Parish Meeting in relation to the Footbridge.  On 16th March she attended a reception for interviewees in respect of the Priest at Trinity Church and understood that results would be announced this coming Sunday.  On 17th March she attended an Area Board Meeting and on the 19th March with Cllr Skidmore she attended the Trowbridge Town Council Dinner.  On the 22nd March she attended the opening of the St Laurence Dance Studios and was impressed with the studio and the outstanding talent of the Young People using it.
137. Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes and decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the under mentioned Committees and Working Groups be noted and ratified.

Planning and Town Development Committee


16th  February 2010

Finance & General Purposes  Committee


2nd March 2010


Planning & Town Development Committee


9th March 2010

138. The Footbridge

i) The draft minutes of the Town Meeting called on the 13th March 2010 had been circulated with the agenda.   Cllr Landell Mills advised that the minutes were comprehensive detailing the question that had been put and that formed the basis of the proposed Poll.  She advised that the date for the Poll was now awaited.  The Chairman said that she had met Dr Andrew Murrison at a recent meeting who had heard that she had chaired the Town Meeting very fairly.  

ii) a)
It was noted that the next Footbridge Working Group meeting will be held on the 25th March 2010 at 10.00 a.m.

b) A letter from MLDE had been received dated 17th February 2010 regarding additional work on the library side due to planning conditions.  It was noted that this would be discussed at the Footbridge meeting but it was acknowledged that this additional work needed to link in with the Historic Core Zone Project.

iii) Category 3 Check

Cllr Landell Mills explained that this check was required to ensure that the engineering of the bridge would be safe.  It entailed checking via an outside body.  Recommendations from Jack Konynenburg and Mark Lovell to accept the cheapest quote were considered.  Cllr Landell Mills proposed that the cheapest quote in the sum of a) £11,000 be accepted, subject to checking that this included the aerodynamics check.  If this check caused additional costs making the quote more expensive, then b) should be accepted in the sum of £12,505.00.  It was RESOLVED to agree the proposal and it was noted that detailed information was commercially sensitive and therefore confidential.

139.Finance & General Purposes Committee

(minutes of this meeting had been circulated)

i) S137 Grants
It was to agree the recommendations of the committee in respect of grants under section 137 as follows:-

Help Counselling Services


- 
£300 from 2010/2011 Budget

Carers Support West Wilts


- 
£500 from 2010/2011 Budget

West Wilts Randonneurs


-
£150 from 2009/2010 Budget

The Monday/Wednesday Club


-
£250 from 2009/2010 Budget

West Wilts Special Needs Activity Scheme
-
£83 from 2009/2010 Budget 

    “          “                “                       “

-
£200 from 2010/2011 Budget

ii) Grant application from Bradford on Avon Life Saving Club

Cllr Landell Mills vacated the room.  More information had been provided in respect of equipment to be purchased by this group and the grant application reduced to £200.  After consideration it was proposed by Cllr Hewson and seconded by Cllr Craddock and with all in favour RESOLVED to grant £200 to the Bradford on Avon Life Saving Club from the 2010/2011 Budget.

iii)
Grant Application from Sean Hughes Chairman of TIC

A letter had been received seeking grant funding in respect of the purchase of a Bath lion in the sum of £1,468.75.  Insurance excess for a second claim for lead removal from the roof of the TIC in the sum of £250.00 and a contribution towards the website in the sum of £281.55.  This was subsequently corrected to £281.25.  The Clerk advised that these could be funded from the unspent Grant by Power budget in the sum of £1000.00 and the unspent Community Planning Budget in the sum of £1000.00.  Cllr Fisher proposed that the three grants be made in the sum of £2000.00, this was seconded by Cllr Landell Mills and with all in favour RESOLVED noting that the funding would be vired from the two budgets to the Tourism Budget.

140. Annual Town Meeting

A draft agenda had been circulated.  It was noted that if the Parish Poll has not taken place by the time of the Annual Town meeting that this item would be removed from the agenda, otherwise the agenda was agreed. The Clerk advised that several local organisations had agreed to present details of their activities at that meeting.

141.Victory Field Vandalism

A report had been circulated showing the costs of vandalism to the sheds over the last two years.  It was noted that they had been vandalised yet again and options for repairing or removing the larger shed were considered.  It was noted that an offer had been received from Wiltshire Council to allow the roller to be stored in the compound in Culver Close but as this would be out of doors and not totally secure the option of a metal storage container was considered.  The Clerk advised that the Planning Department had advised that no planning permission would be required for a 20 foot container.  As this matter affected the Sports Association it was RESOLVED that it should be discussed in more detail at the Leisure Youth & Arts Committee meeting and the Sports Association meeting, both in April and brought back to next Town Council meeting for further consideration.

142.Kingston Mills – Gathering with Linden Homes and Stakeholders

The Chairman reported that she would be grateful for a good attendance at this meeting, which involved Directors from Linden Homes and GallifordTry as well as other stakeholders.  The meeting would be at Priory Barn on 31st March at 5.00 p.m.  It was suggested that if not already invited the Estate Agent selling the properties and potential commercial customers should also be invited.  The Chairman agreed to follow this up.  Cost of refreshments would be shared between Chairman’s Expenses and Linden Homes.

143.Moulton Celebration Joint Exhibition with the Preservation Trust & Museum

Cllr Landell Mills advised that the exhibition to celebrate Dr Alex Moulton’s work in Bradford was being developed in conjunction with the Preservation Trust and the Museum and would be held in the West Barn.  A funding contribution is sought from the Town Council and the Chairman granted use of the Chairman’s expenses in the sum of £120.00.  Cllr Landell Mills advised that six people from each organisation had been invited to a reception on Sunday 25th April from 6.00 – 7.30 p.m.  It was RESOLVED to note and agree these arrangements.

144.Correspondence for Consideration

This correspondence is available for perusal at the office one-week prior and subsequent to the meeting.

	1.
	Mary Jarvis Broughton Gifford
	Pedestrian Crossing between Station Car Park and Old Baptist Chapel

	
	To consider request for Town Council support (letter enclosed). To note that this has been sent to the HCZ group for inclusion and David Moss has been in contact with Ms Jarvis.
	It was RESOLVED to note that the letter had been passed onto David Moss for consideration in connection with the Historic Core Zone.

	
	
	

	2.
	Mouchel 
	Upgrade of Saxon Garage Bus Stop

	
	To comment on the proposal to provide a bus shelter (as part of the Saxon Garage redevelopment) (see copy enclosed)
	It was RESOLVED to respond agreeing with the installation of the Bus Shelter on condition that it matched other bus shelters in the town.

	
	
	

	3.
	WALC
	Quality Status

	
	To note confirmation letter of quality status
	Noted

	
	
	

	4.
	SLCC 
	Larger Council’s Conference

	
	To consider attendees for Thursday 22nd and Friday 23rd April 2010 in Nottingham Cost £320
	RESOLVED that no one should attend but that the papers from the meeting be obtained if possible.

	5
	WALC
	Newsletter

	
	Feb 2010 (enclosed)


	Noted and it was RESOLVED that Cllr Martindale and Cllr Skidmore should be put forward for attendance at the Buckingham Palace Garden Party.


145. Correspondence to note

The correspondence as listed was noted.

In particular the Flooding event put on by Wiltshire Council which is planned to take place on the 14th April 2010 at the Olympiad in Chippenham from 10.00 – 14.00.  The Chairman agreed to attend.

146. Wiltshire Council 

i)
Cllr Hewson reported that the order for the Parking Restrictions to be implemented from the 31st March had just been released.  He pointed out that this deals mainly with the South of the town as North changes were more controversial and have not yet been agreed.  He further reported that a preliminary document in connection with the Historic Core Zone was now on the Priority for People website.  He asked members to ensure that they looked at the document and made comments if they felt some of the conclusions were not correct. Cllr Hewson reported that the Primary Care Trust would be operated in the new ‘out of hour’ system for non emergency care and he would be asking representatives of the PCT to attend the next Area Board Meeting. 

ii)
Area Board Meeting Cllr Allison reported on the Area Board Meeting, which took place on the 17th March 2010 at St Laurence School.  She advised that a report on the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment was made showing that the overall health of Bradford on Avon was good and that Bradford on Avon was first for child well-being, however was 19th out of 20 for problems arising from alcohol consumption.  There was also a high rate of hospital admissions for asthma.  Statistics showed that Staverton and Hilperton contained the most deprived areas in the community area.
Cllr Craddock commented that dental prices had doubled at the Station Health Centre Dental Practice.  Cllr Hewson advised that the PCT had a three year programme to reach 70% in NHS Dentistry provision. 

Cllr Allison also reported that David Moss spoke regarding the Historic Core Zone and there was an item on the Youth Development Service where there was a disagreement about relocation of staff. Cllr Allison also advised that there was concern resulting in loss of funding for the Holt Youth Club from Wiltshire Council.  She also reported that the Housing Planning section were developing a new IT system in connection with the Local Development Framework and that in connection with the Core Strategy Town Plans were to be encouraged.  

Cllr Landell Mills added that the question had been raised regarding the under occupation of sheltered housing belonging to Housing Associations in the town and it appeared that the accommodation offered was not meeting the needs of the population. The Chairman added that Selwood Housing was aware of the situation and discussions are taking place.

147. Reports

i)
Cllr Allison reported that she attended an Area Board Review Workshop chaired by Chris Williams the Portfolio Holder for communities.  Topics considered were Power, People, Parishes, Publicities and Partnerships.  44% of those present agreed that the Area Boards were working well but concerns were expressed about the lack of publicity and the lack of awareness of the role of the community area partnerships.  Also the lack of power in decision making for Area Boards was discussed.  

ii)
Cllr Skidmore reported that he had Chaired a Community Safety Meeting and the new Sgt. Chris Hams attended.  He advised that he was looking for a volunteer to assist him in this meeting and Cllr Jonathon Brown volunteered to help.

iii)
Cllr John Potter reported that no progress had been made in connection with the Scout hut he also reported that he was hopeful that the erection of a temporary removable floor for the Tithe Barn was being progressed with English Heritage.  He also reported that a further Council Surgery had been held with one interested person attending and he intended to hold the next meeting at Sainsbury’s who had been helpful and offering space in the café to accommodate it.

iv)
Cllr Fisher reported that he had attended a lunch meeting with Chris Winter from the Historic Towns Forum with David Moss and Jocelyn Feilding in connection with the Historic Core Zone the Historic Towns Forum were hoping to run a seminar on the 10th June 2010.  Cllr Fisher advised that EHTF were hoping that St Margaret’s Hall would be offered free of charge and there is a possibility that delegates could attend at a discount.  Cllr Landell Mills advised that as Chair of the Working Group of St Margaret’s Hall should not be offered free of charge and would have to paid for in some way.  Cllr Fisher advised that there was some funding left in the Planning Consultancy budget and he would be asked for this item to be put on the next Planning and Town Development Committee for discussion.  

v)
Cllr Allen reported that the St Margaret’s Hall Bridge steps have still not been repaired.  The Clerk advised that this had been reported twice in the last two days to the appropriate person.  Cllr Landell Mills reported that she hoped the Mount Pleasant Centre new arrangements would soon bear fruit.  She also advised that she had attended a WALC meeting, which unfortunately had clashed with the Bradford on Avon Area Board Review meeting.

vi)
The Chairman reported that she had during the visit from Elblag had been presented with a lovely book which was available to see.  She had also received a Twinning Association Certificate.  The Chairman further reported that she attended with the Clerk and Cllr Allison a meeting with Bob Chequer from Wiltshire Council regarding delegation of services and in particular priorities discusses were Culver Close, Westbury Gardens and allotments. Still no information had been forthcoming regarding the likely budgets to accompany these services. 

148.Accounts for payment  

A list of accounts had been circulated and the Clerk reported that Cllr Allen had checked invoices and direct payments as attached and with all in favour it was RESOLVED to agree invoices and direct payments amounting to £12,241.11 + VAT and payroll amounting to £11,726.16.

It was RESOLVED ‘under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of staff and matters for which it is not yet appropriate to release details now to be discussed, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting.

Private Business

The meeting ended at 9.35 p.m.
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