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MINUTES OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

held at The Council Offices St Margaret’s Hall, St Margaret’s Street

on Tuesday 15th December 2009 at 7pm

Present Town Council
Cllr G Allison

Cllr J Brown

Cllr A Craddock

Cllr S Fisher

Cllr M Hewson

Cllr V Landell Mills

Cllr I Martindale (Chairman)

Cllr J Potter

Cllr J Repton

Cllr P Skidmore

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Others Present

William Frampton – Wiltshire Times

Gerald Milward Oliver - Economic Development Consultant 

John Carter 

Marilyn Maundrell 

67. Apologies: Cllr S Allen

68. Minutes

It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of meeting held on the 24th November 2009.

69. Declarations of interest

Cllr Fisher declared a possible personal interest in item 13 The Core Strategy and Cllr Hewson declared a prejudicial interest in Item 13 – The Core Strategy and advised that he would leave the room when that matter was being discussed.

70. Matters Arising from the Minutes

None.

71. Members of the Public

None.

72. Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman announced that she had attended the following events:

The Society of Local Council Clerks conference near Cirencester with the Clerk, the switch on of the Christmas Lights, the opening of the Christmas Market, a meeting with prospective ministers of Trinity Church, the Senior Citizens Christmas drop in, the WAVE event in London on 5th December demanding action on climate change and the Climate Friendly 2015 Declaration in support of  the mission to make the town carbon neutral by 2015. The Chairman also reported that she was involved in helping to organise a weekend Triathlon event for all ages with interactive events for the 22nd and 23rd May 2010.  She felt that her year had been enriched by being Mayor and wished all members of the council a Productive and Happy New Year.

73. Minutes of Committees and Working Groups

It was RESOLVED that the minutes and decisions taken under delegated powers in respect of the under mentioned Committees and Working Groups were noted and ratified.

Planning and Town Development Committee


17th November 2009

Planning and Town Development Committee


1st December 2009

St Margaret’s Hall Working Group



4th December 2009

Leisure Youth & Arts





8th December 2009

Extraordinary Finance & General Purposes Committee 

9th December 2009



74. It was RESOLVED that no extraordinary Full Council Meeting should be called to consider the Kingston Mills revisions but that they should be considered at the Planning & Town Development Committee on the 22nd December 2009.

75. St Margaret’s Hall    

Cllr Landell Mills announced that the improvement of St Margaret’s Hall was a long held wish of the Town Council but because of major changes and other demands on council time and budgets and due to the requirement to forward plan it had been agreed to postpone the major internal work when more consultation and more thought could be given. However, amendments were proposed to the façade of the building, which required planning permission including the provision of a disabled access.  Aaron Evans had produced plans and it would be useful for the Planning Permission to be obtained so that this work could proceed when circumstances allowed.  The Clerk showed the plans for the proposals including improvements to the façade of the front elevation of the building.  It was proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Cllr Craddock and with all in favour RESOLVED to agree the recommendations of the working group that plans for the external alterations to the front façade of St Margaret’s Hall be submitted for planning permission and that the more complicated internal alterations be consulted on before detailed drawings and costs are obtained, and to enable more consideration to be given to the management of the building.

76. The Footbridge

Cllr Landell Mills explained the current situation with exchange of letters between Mark Lovell and the Preservation Trust and advised that a response was now awaited from the Preservation Trust.  She further advised that Linden Homes were keen to progress the Kingston Mills site and advised that  discussions were taking place with them about a revised time table.  A meeting with Linden Homes was awaited.  It was agreed that it was essential for the Preservation Trust in consultation with the Bradford Bridge Concern to confirm what it is they wanted to be drawn up, before Mark Lovell could work on it.  In response to a question the Clerk clarified that the Environment Agency had no objection to the proposed height of the cable stay bridge but did require confirmation that the bridge would be sturdy enough to withstand extreme flood conditions, and that Mark Lovell Design Engineers would therefore be required to provide drawings to ascertain this to allow the Environment Agency to withdraw their objections.  

77. Economic Development 

A paper had been circulated with the agenda. Gerald Milward Oliver advised that the Wiltshire Council panel had yesterday considered the grant application for funding the Town Plan but that the result of the panel will not be known until the minutes of that nights meeting had been agreed.  Mr Milward Oliver drew attention to the list of initiatives included in the paper between 2010 – 2015 and he considered it important that tools be developed to help sell Bradford on Avon and that the Economic Development Working Group meeting needed to take forward the economic strategy of the town.  He recognised however, the financial contribution from the Five Town initiative had now been lost.  The Chairman thanked Gerald Milward Oliver for his report and noted the programme from 2010 – 2011.

78.Capital Programme

Cllr Hewson proposed that the Town Council recognises a Capital Programme and that the Capital Programme consists of the St Margaret’s Hall development and the Footbridge and that the Town Council formerly recognises that the Footbridge has priority for resources where choices must be made.  Cllr Hewson asked for a revision in the wording to replace the word Capital Programme with Major Projects.  This proposal was seconded by Cllr Fisher and with all in favour It was RESOLVED that the Town Council recognises a major project programme and that the programme consists of St Margaret’s Hall Development and the Footbridge and that the Town Council formerly recognises that the Footbridge has priority for resources where choices must be made.  
79.The Budget 2010/2011
Draft 6 budget as recommended by the Extraordinary Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held on the 9th December 2009 had been circulated showing a required precept of £334,030.  The Chairman proposed that this budget with no increase in the precept be approved.  This seconded by Cllr Hewson and with all in favour RESOLVED to agree the budget as attached and a precept of £334,030 for 2010/2011.

80. The Core Strategy

Cllr Hewson having declared a prejudicial interest left the room. Gerald Milward Oliver had circulated the papers showing his proposed comments on the strategy incorporating comments made by Colin Johns and he added a few changes having had some feed back from Councillors.  A further proposal was added that some flexibility should be introduced with regard to the Green Belt in particular circumstances where employment could be maintained with a small encroachment into the Green Belt provided that other land was given to the Green Belt in compensation.  Gerald Milward Oliver agreed to speak to Colin Johns about specific wording and then to add this to the comments.  Further amendment was made to include lack of suitable outdoor sports facilities.  It was RESOLVED to delegate the power to the Clerk in consultation with Cllr Fisher and Gerald Milward Oliver to complete the necessary forms accompanying the Councils submission on the Core Strategy and to agree the final wording.  Cllr Fisher added that Gerald Milward Oliver had make an excellent job of the Core Strategy comments and congratulated him on the piece of work.  

81.Councillor Surgeries

Cllr Potter advised that no members of the public had attended the surgery on the 4th December but he intended to try again possibly in Sainsbury’s and would consider alternative days.  He added that the March surgery would be advertised in the Town Council’s Newsletter which would be distributed in February.

82.Newsletters
i) Newsletter February 2010 

The draft newsletter had been circulated with several amendments it was RESOLVED that the newsletter be accepted.  It was further RESOLVED to accept the quote for printing for £729.

ii) Council Tax leaflet 

It was noted that Wiltshire Council were reducing the size of the leaflet and that the Town Council were being offered a A5 space at no charge to include statutory information.  It was RESOLVED to accept the offer from Wiltshire Council of the A5 space in the Council Tax leaflet.

83.Speed Limit Review

It was noted that Wiltshire Council is conducting a speed limit review on A and B roads in Wiltshire and the comments are required by the 5th February.  The Clerk advised members to look at the website or borrow the disk from the office to ensure that they had seen the proposals prior to the next meeting in January.  Gerald Milward Oliver added that the Priority for People would be commenting separately and he would ensure that their comments were presented to the next Town Council meeting for consideration.

84.i)
46 Wine Street proposed tarmacing of path

The proposal from Wiltshire Council for tarmacing of this path was considered.  It was noted that the path had deteriorated and that Wiltshire Council considered there to be some safety issues.  It was RESOLVED to ask Wiltshire Council to consider reinstating the steps which were removed some time ago and for any work proposed for the path to be the subject of consultation with a Conservation Officer.

ii)
Priory Close

It was noted there was a problem of verge parking causing severe damage to the grass verge.  The Council had been asked to consider whether parking should be prevented by bollards.  It was acknowledged that there was a severe shortage of parking in the north of the town but that it was an issue for residents to agree.  It was therefore RESOLVED to reply that the County Council should consult with residents prior carrying out any work.

85. Replacement for the Beech Tree at Victory Field
It was RESOLVED to agree that a Lime tree sized between 10’ and 12’ be planted with a tree guard and for the Clerk to obtain a quotation and be given delegated powers up to the value of £700 to cover the cost of the tree planting and the tree guard.

86. Museum Visit

All members agreed that they would like to attend the visit to the museum, two alternative dates were proposed being the 10th or 17th February 2010.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk should contact the Chairman of the Museum society to check availability for these dates.

87.Correspondence for consideration

	1
	Laura Humphreys PCSO
	No Cold Calling Zones

	
	See attached email dated 25th November 2009
	It was RESOLVED that residents should be left to decide if they would like the Elms Cross area to be designated a No Cold Calling zone.


88. Correspondence to note

The correspondence as listed was noted.

89.Wiltshire Council 

i) Cllr Hewson had no reports on matters relating to Bradford on Avon.

ii) It was noted that the next Area Board meeting will be held Thursday 21st January 2010 at Holt Village Hall.

90.Reports

Cllr Repton reported that Wiltshire Council had bought land near to Melksham’s Railway station in order to ensure that the station remains viable.

Cllr Potter reported that a meeting was planned to take place with Wiltshire Council on Friday this week at 9.15 regarding the problems at the Scout hut.

Cllr Potter also reported that he had visited a resident in Coppice Hill who had complained that vehicles had reversed into her property smashing the 17th Century glass in her window.  Problems with vehicles in this area were ongoing adjacent to numbers 11 and 12 Coppice Hill.  It was agreed that a letter be sent to Wiltshire Council asking if they could suggest a solution to this problem.

Cllr Landell Mills reported that she had attended a WALC meeting on the 7th December.  Some concern was expressed by attendees about the lack of local knowledge in the Core Strategy. An announcement was made that the cost of elections would be covered by Wiltshire Council.  There was also concern that a survey was being conducted by Wiltshire Council in relation to WALC and an insinuation was made that funding was received from Wiltshire Council for the services WALC provided when in fact no direct funding is paid by Wiltshire Council to WALC.

Cllr Landell Mills asked if Health and Social care could be the subject at a future Area Board meeting possibly in March so that information could be given about local provision.Cllr Allison as the Council’s representative agreed to make a request at the next Area Board meeting.  

The Chairman reminded members to visit the Christmas Market in Westbury Gardens.

91.Accounts for payment

A list of accounts had been circulated and the Clerk reported that Cllr Allen had checked invoices and direct payments.  It was proposed by Cllr Fisher and seconded by Cllr Potter and with all in favour RESOLVED to agree invoices and direct payments amounting to £7,123.64 + VAT and payroll amounting to £10,358.48 be approved.

‘Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of staff and matters for which it is not yet appropriate to release details now to be discussed, that the public and press be excluded from the meeting’.

Private Business

.
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