MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Held at The Old Town Hall, 4 Market Street, Bradford on Avon

0n Tuesday 18th March at 6.00 pm

Present:
Cllr Mrs J Repton (Chairman)

Cllr Mrs R Brown

Cllr J Feilding

Cllr Mrs V Landell Mills

Cllr P Taylor

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

1. Apologies

None

2. Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on 10th December were accepted as a true record.

3. Members of the Public

There were no members of the public.

4. Declarations of Interest
Cllr Mrs Landell Mill declared an interest in the Bradford on Avon Life Saving Club.

The clerk declared an interest in Agenda item 10-Staff salaries

5. Grant Applications

The clerk reported that £6000 was available under the budget for grants for the year 2003/04. Ten grant applications were considered and decisions are recorded on the attached sheet.   

RESOLVED

A recommendation be made to the Town Council to grant a total of £1840 under S137 as detailed in the attached list.

It was further RESOLVED

i) With regard to the application from West Wilts Special Needs Activity Scheme, to seek more information about the number of Bradford on Avon residents assisted and to consider the application again at the next meeting in June.

ii) With regard to the application from the Bradford on Avon Roman Villa Research Fund, to express support for the project and ask if the Town Council could be represented on the Committee and if so to consider making a grant at the next meeting in June. It was noted that Martin Valatin would be addressing the new Town Council in May with regard to the project.

6. Receipts and Payments 2002/03

Performance to date against budget was reviewed with papers having been circulated and no concerns were expressed. The clerk advised that as Dave Pressler had been carrying out maintenance on the pavilion and bus shelter, she would like this to be reflected in the accounts. It was 

RESOLVED

That a recommendation be made to the Council to:

a) Charge £1000 to cost code 132- Victory Field Maintenance (Recreation) for painting of the pavilion and credit cost centre 13 -St Margaret’s Hall and

b) Charge £300 to cost code 154- General Maintenance (Town Amenities) for painting of the stone bus shelter and credit cost centre 13 -St Margaret’s Hall. 

7. Five Towns Initiative
It was noted that total bids made and accepted for 2002/03 were as follows:

Hanging Baskets         
 £ 1524
Christmas lights          
 £ 1000
Plaque                       
 £   119
Christmas shop local 
 £   125
Bull pit enhancement 
 £10030
Flood prevention        
 £  5252
Frome Road Kerbs    
 £ 4674
Golden Trees            
 £   220
Newsletter                 
 £   563
Foyer Furniture         
 £ 2000
CP Questionnaire      
 £   250 

Plaque for West Barn 
 £     50

Picnic bench
        
 £   193

Total                               £26,000
8. Reports

There were no reports.

9. Public Bodies ( Admission to Meetings) Act 1960

It was RESOLVED: that by reason of the confidential nature of matters now to be discussed, publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest and that press and public be excluded from the meeting.

10. Staff salaries from 1.04.03 proposed revised salaries were outlined in a confidential report

 (attached) from the clerk for recommendation to the Town Council.

The clerk advised that increments in the case of the Assistant Town Clerk were subject to training. 

The clerk reported that The Assistant Clerk had: 

i) attended a 1 day course at Taunton on ‘Writing Effective Letters’

ii) attends Trowbridge College weekly for an English Workshop with  a view to taking Pitman Stage II Business Communications.

iii) has completed one of six sections of the ‘Working with Your Council’ course from the Society of Local Council Clerks.

It was proposed by the Chairman, agreed and RESOLVED

that recommendation be made to the Town Council to agree the salary proposals. 

The clerk advised that she was considering the implications of employment of the office cleaner in relation to the move to St Margaret’s Hall.

The meeting closed at 7.00 pm.
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