MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BRADFORD ON AVON TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

held at The Council Offices, St Margaret’s Hall, St Margaret’s Street, Bradford on Avon

on Tuesday 20th October  2009 at 7.00pm

Present

Town Council 

Cllr Malcolm Hewson (Non committee member) Cllr Hewson left for another meeting during the budget discussion

Cllr Vicky Landell Mills 

Cllr Peter Leach

Cllr Isabel Martindale (Chairman)

Cllr Paul Skidmore 

Mrs D Holmes (Town Clerk)

Apologies

Cllr Sheila Allen

Cllr Simon Fisher

9.

Minutes and Matters Arising
With all in favour it was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 16th June 2009 were accepted as a true record.

10. 
Members of the Public



None

11. 
Declarations of Interest


None

12. 
The Budget 2010/11


A draft budget prepared by the Clerk with reference to Committee minutes had been circulated with the agenda.

The Clerk advised that a list of suggestions had been received from Cllr Fisher and an email had been received from the Museum Society confirming their plans for next year and requesting a grant of £2,000.

The budget was considered and discussed at length and changes were made resulting in changes in expenditure. Budgeted income from St Margaret’s Hall was also reduced to allow for closure during the proposed works. The proposed changes are highlighted in green on the attached budget draft 2.

RESOLVED


To recommend the draft 2 budget (attached) to the Town Council

13.
Grant applications

The Clerk reported that £3,500 was remaining under the budget for s137 grants and £1,000 was available under the grants by power budget for the year 2009/2010. Seven grant applications were considered. 

RESOLVED

that a recommendation be made to the Town Council to grant a total of £ 1,967  under S137 as detailed in the attached list. 

14.  
Receipts and Payments 2009/2010

Details of the expenditure to date against budget were circulated 




RESOLVED 



To note the current expenditure

15. Quality Council Policies

i)
Training statement of intent


The draft policy was considered 


RESOLVED


To recommend the policy, as attached, to the Town Council for adoption 

ii)
Community Engagement Strategy


The draft policy was considered
RESOLVED

To recommend the policy, as attached, to the Town Council for adoption 
Democracy and Citizenship


Suggestions were made about how the Town Council promoted Democracy and Citizenship
RESOLVED

To recommend the following list to be included in the application for renewal of quality status and to note that evidence will need to be provided:

· Councillor Surgeries

· Invitation to the public to attend council meetings

· Public Meetings on particular projects as required

· Preference (83.3 % elected) for elected members

· Councillors engage with the public in their political roll

· Promotion of the Youth Council

· Participation in Local Democracy Week

· Liaison with Wiltshire Council through the Area Board

16.

Reports



No Reports



The meeting ended at 9.50 pm.
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